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Issue Abstract

The Journal of Chinese Architecture History (JCAH) is a scientific journal from the School of Architecture, Tsinghua University,
that has been committed to publishing current thought and pioneering new ideas by Chinese and foreign authors on the history of Chinese
architecture. This issue contains 15 articles that can be divided according to research area: East-Asian architecture, the traditional
architectural system, building archaeology, architectural culture, traditional gardens, and the foreign language section.

Four papers written by Japanese scholars discuss the history of East-Asian architecture and explore Shinto architecture, Buddhist
architecture, residential buildings and the Noh space in the imperial palace.The section on the traditional architectural system contains
three papers: “Forbidden City Edition of Yingzao fashi (Part Four) —Plan, Elevation, and Sectional Drawings of Bracket Sets”, “Projecting
Eaves in Traditional East-Asian Wooden Architecture”, and “Design Methods and Proportions of the Second Front Gate at Tiger Hill in
Suzhou”. Building archacology is the theme of “Types and Techniques of Earthen Architecture in Erdaojingzi and Yanik Tepe (2000 BCE)
” and “An Investigation into the Modern History of Two Bronze Vessels Housed in the School of Architecture at Tsinghua University”.
The next paper provides new insight into architectural culture, “Urban Construction History and Culture of Jieyang”. There are two
contributions to the study of historical cities, gardens and villages, “Ouyuan Garden of the Feng Family in Qing-dynasty Qingzhou™ and
“Li Garden of the Wang Family in Modern Wuxi”. Additionally, there are two articles in English in the foreign language section that
discuss Xingyuan Pavilion built at a Buddhist Temple in Mongol-era (Yuan) Karakorum. Finally, there is a field report of Chongmingsi in
Gaoping, Shanxi province. This issue contains several studies supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC).

The papers collected in the journal sum up the latest findings of the studies conducted by the authors, who voice their insightful
personal ideas. Though they may not tally completely with the editors’ opinion, they have invariably been conceived by the authors over
years of hard work. With their respective original ideas, they will naturally kindle the interest of other researchers on architectural history.
This journal strives to assess all contributions with the academic yardstick. Every contributor with a view will be treated fairly so that

researchers may have opportunities to express views with our journal as the medium.
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Abstract: Japanese houses are said to have developed from shinden-zukuri (main-building style)

popular in the Heian period (794—1185) to shoin-zukuri (large-reception-room style) popular in the
Edo period (1603—1868). But it is still not clear what factors caused the transition, and why there was a

stylistic change at all. This paper analyzes the historical transition of Japanese houses and suggests a new
explanation based on the different construction and conception of space over the centuries (colonnaded
space versus walled space). Shinden-zukuri residences used the open space of the colonnaded courtyard
where many kinds of ceremonies took place. Sliding partitions were invented in the second half of the 10"
century, and these room partitions such as fusuma (vertical rectangular panels) and shoji (translucent paper
room dividers) divided the space into individual compartments which led to the formation of shoin style,
with its decorative alcoves, staggered shelves and built-in desks, (latest) in the 15" century. After the Edo
period, Japanese houses were always built in shoin style.

Keywords: Japanese residential buildings, shinden-zukuri, shoin-zukuri, walled space, colonnaded

space
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