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Introduction

The majority of the Buyi people live in the south and southwest of Guizhou
Province, and the rest of them scatter in such provinces as Yunnan and Sichuan.
According to the data of the Sixth National Census in 2010, the Buyi population
totals 2. 87 million. They call themselves “Buyi” in their own language, or
“Buyayi” and “Buyueyi” in different dialects. The ethnonym was also recorded in
Chinese characters as “fig2”, “fifk”. “fH#K”. etc. In the Buyi language.
Bu means tribe or people. Besides autonyms and exonyms. the Buyi people in
different areas call each other “Bulongha”. “Bulong”, *“Buna” and “Buyang”,
depending on their geographical distribution, costume diversities, or phonological
divergences. In 1953, it was called in unity as “Buyi” approved by the State
Council, which also respected the will of the Buyi people.

The Buyi is one of the native ethnic groups in Guizhou Province. Concerning
the origin of the Buyi people. it is said that they are related to ancient Yue .
Luoyue, Xi’ou Luoyue, Pu, Pu and Yue mixture, and Han. or they are
descendants of the residents of Yelang. which was an ancient kingdom in
Southwest China. or they have the same origin as the Zhuang people. At present,
most scholars agree that the Buyi people are related to the ancient Xi’ou Luovue »
and that they are integrated with other ethnic groups in the course of development.

The Buyi language belongs to the Zhuang-Dai branch of the Zhuang-Dong
group of the Sino-Tibetan language family. This language is close to the Northern
dialect of Zhuang . and there is little difference between dialects. Scholars divide
the Buyi language into three subdialects according to the differences in
pronunciation as well as the regional characteristics in vocabulary and grammar.

namely the Southern Qian . the Central Qian and the Western Qian dialects, also
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known as the First, the Second and the Third dialects.

I

The Buyi people boast a great number of classics either in Chinese characters
or in other written symbols, most of which are religious classics. including the
ethnic religions and foreign religions.

The Buyi people believe in primitive religions represented by nature worship.,
totem worship, and ancestor worship. They also believe in the Moi religion,
which is a kind of regional shamanism with both the characteristics of humanism
and religion. Due to the fact that the Buyi written system appeared late in the
history. the majority of its primitive beliefs were not recorded and transmitted in
writing. The ethnic religious classics are mainly scriptures of the Moi religion.
According to the research of some experts, the Buyi Mojing scriptures appeared
no later than the Tang Dynasty. and were modified and shaped through word of
mouth, the only way it was passed down. During the Ming and Qing dynasties,
as Chinese education developed in the Buyi areas. Chinese characters became
more and more influential among the Buyi people; then some people started to
record the Mojing scriptures with Chinese characters and transcribed them into
books. The Mojing scriptures are still popular in most of the Buyi areas,
especially in South, Southwest and West Guizhou.

Except those religious classics using Chinese characters as the phonetic
symbols. there are also Buyi books using a special script found in West Guizhou
and some areas in Yunnan. A survey shows those books were also used in religious
ceremonies. Unfortunately., few can interpret the special written system, and the
contents in this written system remain unknown., as well as when these written
symbols were formed.

Among books about foreign religions. those about Taoism outnumber those
about Buddhism. However, those about Taoism have some Buddhist contents
mixed into them. The ancient books about Taoism and Buddhism are found in the
Buyi areas of South Guizhou and Southwest Guizhou. Catholic belief is mainly
found in Southwest Guizhou, but books about this religion are rarely seen. Up to

now, only eight volumes of The Bible of Catholicism have been found at Zheshu
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Village. Yangba Town of Ceheng County., which were all in Chinese characters

and printed at the beginning of the 20th century.

[l

Libo County of Guizhou has a large number of the Buyi people, and the
native Buyi culture is well-preserved here. From the beginning of the 21st
century, more than 1,000 Buyi classics recorded in Chinese characters have been
collected under the joint efforts of Buyi scholars and the local government. The
best ones selected in this collection include Return the Favor Book . Mountain-
Opening Geography . The Song of Flower-Giving , The Song for Seeing the God
Off s The Song Book for Sacrifices Outside the Altar, The General Guidance on
Calling the Soul Back. Songs for Libation, etc.. among which The General
Guidance on Calling the Soul Back . Songs for Libation have been inscribed on the
list of the Catalogue of National Rare Books in China. Those classics are known
locally as Nuo Books because they are mainly chants in the Nuo sacrifice-offering
rites and Nuo operas. such as The Song Book for Sacrifices QOutside the Altar .
The Song of Flower-Giving s The Song for Seeing the God Off . Sacrifices to
the God Po. Songs for Calling in Taizi Liuguan, and Songs for Libation. Some
classics, such as The Book of Good or Bad Fortune. The Book of Exorcism ,
and Auspicious Days for Sacrificing, are used for activities of evil-spirit-
expelling. disaster-relieving. and well-being blessing.

The Nuo books were mainly recorded in Chinese characters, with a few self-
made characters based on single elements. structural parts or radicals reorganized
by the signific-phonetic. the indicative. and the associative ways of forming
Chinese characters.

Most Nuo books were produced in the middle and late Qing Dynasty. The
contents cover a wide range of topics, including religious beliefs, history,
culture, social conventions. and other aspects. For instance. Songs for
Libation s published in 1841, is one of the best preserved and oldest Buyi books.
It records the legend about the origin of heaven. earth and human being. which is
handed down from ancient times and reflects the Buyi people’s religious beliefs

and customs. With special figures and beautiful handwriting, it reflects deep
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thought and cultural significance, and deserves further research. The General
Guidance on Calling the Soul Back reflects simple but dialectic ancient
philosophy, and expresses the Buyi people’s ethos of mutual help, reciprocal
affection, friendly neighborhood and sharing weal and woe, as well as family
affection.

Special thanks to Prof. Huang Jianming, Li Peng and Li Xinxin for their

guidance and assistance in collecting and compiling Buyi classics.
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