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“Hi Kate, I have a question to consult with you. In China,
teachers from abroad are often referred to as “Foreign
Teachers.” I feel this addressing is not very friendly or welcom-
ing. When we call somebody a “foreign teacher,” we are not
taking him/her as “one of us,” which sounds like taking the
person as “the other.” But we are colleagues, and should be
working as a group, i.e., teachers from abroad should not be
taken as “the other.” I am not sure whether I am correct or not,
so I want to consult with you, and attend to your explication
of this case. When I was at Cambridge and Philadelphia, I was
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never called a “foreign” scholar by my friends. Or I might feel
excluded, I am afraid. Or shall I feel it that way?

Kate Costello [ -8 [RIFRAYHFH:, [nl5E 050

Hi Li, I agree with you. It is definitely nicer not to be called a foreign
teacher! I think most universities in the US and England have lots of
scholars from different places, so they don’t need to specify who is
“foreign.” And as for the so-called “foreigners” in China, it can be very
exhausting to be reminded of your outsider status all of the time. I
think it's better to avoid the term if at all possible.
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Expernencmg the Power of Readmg

B i

The College Student Handbook for Reading English Classics is a
comprehensive collection of English classical works arranged in various
categories, such as initial, required, suggested, and supplementary
readings. Each author is presented with a concise introduction to
the genre, background, difficulty level, and classic quotations, which
will not only attract readers but guide them to the depth of reading.
Being a language educator, I admire Professor Lii Aijing and her
colleagues for doing such a meticulous job with their professional
expertise and enthusiasm. I particularly applause the good intention

of these true educators in promoting students to be good readers.

The editor has made a convincing point in the handbook that reading
is powerful as quoted from Benjamin Franklin, “Reading was the
only amusement I allowed myself.” Reading leads us to a lifetime
pleasure and adventure, through which the reader will enjoy the great
experiences of life with thrilling stories, unforgettable characters,
and powerful life lessons. Reading enlarges the mind and heart. It
frees us from the narrow confines of our own experience by helping
us connect others and share the common experiences, emotions, and

thoughts that make us human.

From a practical perspective, linguistic competencies are so essential

to academic successes now and career achievements in the future.
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Reading is closely connected with other language skills; the more you
do of one, the better you will become at the other. Once you become
a regular reader, all your language skills and thinking abilities will

develop almost automatically.

Reading is a lifetime endeavor. The Greek Philosopher, Aristotle (384 BC-322
BC), says, “Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.” I urge users of the
handbook to appreciate the good intention of your professors and start

reading as a true reader.

FENG Xiwu

Professor of Education and Language Acquisition
LaGuardia Community College

The City University of New York
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(B=RIMEE)
(The Autobiographby of Benjamin Franklin)
R

AAH -5 2 %4k ( Benjamin Franklin, 1706-1790 )

(1) Reading was the only amusement I allowed myself.
R R E

(2) INDUSTRY. Lose no time; be always employed in something useful; cut off
all unnecessary actions.
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