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Alliteration L&
The repetition of the initial consonant sounds in poetry.
Ballad Ri%

A story told in verse and usually meant to be sung. In many countries,
the folk ballad was one of the earliest forms of literature. Folk ballads have no
known authors. They were transmitted orally from generation to generation
and were not set down in writing until centuries after they were first sung.
The subject matter of folk ballads stems from the everyday life of the common
people. Devices commonly used in ballads are the refrain, incremental repeti-
tion, and code language. A later form of ballad is the literary ballad, which
imitates the style of the folk ballad.

Couplet J#){&

Two consecufive lines of poetry that rhyme. A heroic couplet is an iambic

pentameter couplet.

Heroic Couplet &% W&k

Two successive lines of rhymed poetry in iambic pentameter. Geoffrey

Chaucer’'s masterpiece The Canterbury Tale was written in heroic couplet.
Epic 51

A long narrative poem telling about the deeds of a great hero and reflec-
ting the values of the society from which it originated. Many epics were drawn
from an oral tradition and were transmitted by song and recitation before they

were written down.
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Selected Reading & EiE——Beowulf {TIERERE)

The Adventures of Beowulf (Episode 4)
Grendel Attacks Again
Came then striding in the night
the walker of darkness.
In that gabled hall
the warriors slept,
those who guarded the hall...

all but one.

It was well known among men
that, if God willed it not,
no one could drag

that demon to the shadows.
But Beowulf watched

In anger, waiting

the battle’s outcome.

Came then from the moor
under the misty hills
Grendel stalking under

the weight of God's anger.

I 6
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That wicked ravager

planned to ensnare many of the race of men
in the high hall.

He strode under the clouds,
seeking eagerly, till he came to
the wine-hall, the treasure-hall

of men decorated in gold.

Nor was it the first time he

had sought Hrothgar's home.

But never in his life before

—or since—

did he find worse luck!

Came then to the building

that creature bereft of joys.

When he touched it with his hands
the door gave way at once

though its bands were forged

in fire. Intending evil,

enraged, he swung the door wide,
stood at the building’s mouth.
Quickly the foe moved

across the well-made floor,

in an angry mood—a horrible light,

like fire, in his eyes.

He saw the many warriors in the building,
that band of kinsmen asleep

together, and his spirit laughed:

that monster expected

to rip life from the body of each

one before morning came.

He expected a plentiful meal.

(It was his fate

that he eat no more

7 1
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of the race of men
after that night...)
The mighty one, Beowulf, watched,
waiting to see how that wicked one
would go about starting.

Nor did the wretch delay,

but set about seizing

a sleeping warrior unawares

and bit into his bone locks,
drinking the streams of blood.
then swallowing huge morsels

of flesh. Quickly he ate that man,
even to his hands and feet.
Forward Grendel came,

stepping nearer. Then

he reached for Beowulf.

Beowulf grasped his arm
and sat up. The criminal
knew he had not met

in this middle-earth
another with such a grip.
Grendel's spirit was afraid
and his heart eager

to get away, to flee

to his hiding place, flee

to the devils he kept

for company. Never had he met
a man such as this.
Beowulf then kept in mind
the speeches he had made
in the evening and stood
upright, firmly grasping
Grendel's hand until



