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Foreword

“The 2nd China Comprehensive Material Painting Biennial, Ningbo” opens at Ningbo Museum
of Art. It is hosted by China Artists Association, Zhejiang Federation of Literary and Art Circles, and
CPC Ningbo Municipal Committee Publicity Department; and organized by China Artists Association
Comprehensive Material Painting and Art Works Preservative Restoration Art Committee, Zhejiang
Artists Association, Ningbo Federation of Literary and Art Circles, Ningbo Museum of Art, and Ningbo
International Cultural Association. The Biennial exhibits 180 pieces of works, selected from over
2,000 submits. These exhibits, with various themes, contents and techniques, showcase the artists’
attitude and passion of focusing on present days and real life. Comprehensive material paintings are
featured with open, dynamic and distinct expressions, which form the whole image of this exhibition. It
provides the society with the brilliant, abundant, diversified and harmoniously developed art ecology.

In last century, the international art circle formed three major trends: easel art, installation
and stereo art, and video art. The extension of paintings blurs the boundaries between painting
categories, and leads to an integration. Under such trends, in order to connect with the international
society and go global, we need to not only deeply unearth the creativity of Chinese art, but also
absorb international art results and establish a cultural system in the new era. In this way, we could
satisfy the demand of contemporary life and cultural development, and explore the creative road of
easel art with Chinese characteristics.

From this point of view, “China Comprehensive Material Painting Biennial, Ningbo” is an
indispensable platform of demonstrating contemporary Chinese paintings.

So as to fully present the creation level of comprehensive material paintings in China, the Biennial
Organizing Committee suggested to encourage various forms of art creation, proposed that figurative
and abstract works are of the same academic status, and emphasized the unification of ideology and
art, which were actively responded by artists, thus ensuring the academic level of this exhibition.

During the preparation, the Organizing Committee held multiple creation discussions and
seminars. It is believed that, since the reform and opening up, Chinese art has reestablished its
cultural value system for over 30 years, and ceases to blindly follow the western trends. Rooting
in Chinese soill, artists demonstrate the current living conditions and national aesthetic appeal with
emotional expressions of Chinese people.

It is commonly agreed that comprehensive material paintings have clear academic regulations
and standards of value. The academic explanation of comprehensive material paintings, “evolution
of materials and techniques of single painting category, integration and primary expressions of
multiple painting categories or multiple materials and techniques,” objectively summarizes current
features of comprehensive material paintings.

The painterly nature of “comprehensive material painting” is a relatively broad concept.
Reflected in various forms and techniques, it is a kind of academic direction, demonstrating art



expressions within the concept of “easels” . Therefore, comprehensive material paintings are
different from “avant-garde” or “experimental” art.

Today, the concept of “moving towards comprehensive materials” can be reflected in two
aspects. One is the integration of materials and techniques. The other is the inner connections of
different time periods, forms and narrative patterns. It needs to not only express the openness and
inclusiveness of contemporary Chinese art and the universality of technigues and forms, but also
manifest its painterly nature which is academically based on “easel” .

Contemporaneity or immediacy should be reflected as the cognition, extension or evolution of the
whole system. The art expressions of comprehensive material painting satisfy the emotional needs
resulted from changes in social life forms, life styles and the choices and usages of materials, so
comprehensive material painting possesses characters of contemporary art expressions.

Material expressions and spiritual demand consist of the links between physics and metaphysics
of comprehensive material paintings, which also showcase the spiritual features of Chinese traditional
culture. The charm of comprehensive material painting art lies in the expansion and innovation in
styles and forms, which is further reflected as spiritual expressions. Many works in this exhibition
all demonstrate their own features in ideology, creation forms, rational expressions and effect
presentation.

The exhibition aim of “concentrating Chinese spirits, rooting in society, inspiring vigor of the
times, and promoting painting innovation™ is fully reflected in the “China Comprehensive Material
Painting Biennial, Ningbo” . The positive academic styles and the exploration of the exhibition,
which reflects the spirit of the time, break the limits of previous similar works and themes. In terms
of ideological expressions, a new style is also revealed. The theme of art works runs through the
experiments in materials and techniques, which unifies the ideology and arts, thus showing us the
broad future of comprehensive material painting development.

To comprehensively comment on “China Comprehensive Material Painting Biennial, Ningbo” |
it is unique from western arts with most works representing the profound life experiences of authors.
The artists feel the art vitality in life of changing times, discover art in life, and express life in art, which
is the most touching part of the exhibits in this Biennial.

HU Wei

Comprchensive Material Painting

and Art Works Preservative Restoration Art Committee
China Artists Association

November 2017
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