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Foreword |

by Ayumi Konishi

As an integral partof its development strategy, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has been pursuing
urbanization of its cities. Urbanization has been a key driver of the PRC's development and the emerging urban
economies have significantly contributed to the impressive and sustained growth of the national gross domestic
product and to served to lift hundreds of millions of people out of poverty across the country. However, this rapid
urbanization coupled with intensive industrialization has also accompanied numerous complex problems ranging from
environmental degradation, deep social inequalities, and destruction of local cultural heritage.

The PRC is shifting the focus of its urbanization and development policies from the growth-centered model
to the one that focuses on achieving higher quality urban and social development. This transformation includes
a commitment to make cities and towns more livable, green, inclusive, and competitive, by emphasizing “people-
centeredness,” “ecological civilization,” and “cultural heritage.” Now, environmental, social, and cultural dimensions
are integrated in city planning. _

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) started supporting the PRC’s urban development through its lending
operations in 1992, As of December 2015, 56 loans amounting to $6.65 billion, and 88 technical assistance
projects totaling $60 million have been approved for the PRC's urban development. ADB is proud to have been
actively working with cities on multidisciplinary approaches to promote their livable, socially inclusive, economically
competitive, and environmentally sustainable, and climate resilient development. ADB will continue to support
the PRC’s urbanization with projects that demonstrate innovative solutions to environmental and socioeconomic
challenges.

In 2010, together with the Tongji University, ADB established the PRC Urban Knowledge Hub. In November 2013,
the Urban Knowledge Hub organized a seminar on the construction of new towns and new districts and their key role
in current urban and regional planning. The seminar led to the joint production between ADB and Tongji University of
several publications providing an overview of international and PRC good practices in the planning and development
of new towns and districts. |

This photobook is one such publication, which not only offers a set of unique visual illustrations of current new
towns and districts in the PRC but also demonstrates the importance of image photography in the visualization of
urban spaces and their subsequent planning and development.

Ayumi Konishi
Director General, East Asia Department, Asian Development Bank
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Foreword 2

by TANG Zilai

Since the industriatTévolution, human civilization has moved rapidly toward urbanization. In 2008, urban dwellers
accounted for more than 50% of the total global population, ushering in the urban age. According to research in
the fields of‘demographics, economics, sociology, and geography, urbanization is characterized by a rise in urban
population and a decrease in rural population. It is a multidimensional process that includes a transformation of the
industrial structure from an agricultural economy into an industrial economy; a change of social structure from rural
to urban; and a transformation of human settlements from a rural space to an urban one. A country’s urbanization
process is part of its overall development process. It is specifically affected by the country’s natural, economic, social,
political, cultural, and other conditions, and is of remarkable particularity in terms of time and space.

Since its reform and opening up, the urbanization level of the People's Republic of China (PRC) has increased to
53.7% in 2013 from 17.9% in 1978, with an average annual growth rate of 1%—an unprecedented scale and speed of
urbanization. The construction of new towns and new districts is obviously crucial to this phenomenon, and it also not
surprising that it has seen remarkable achievements and also faced serious challenges.

Against the macro background of reform and opening up, urbanization transformed the PRC from a “top-down”
development model under a planned-economy to a “multi-parallel” development model under a market economy. The
dominant role of the city in the national economy is increasingly prominent, accounting for more than 70% of gross
domestic product and more than 80% of tax revenues. Urbanization accelerates significantly as the number, scale,
and quality of towns increase. During 1978-2013, the PRC's urban population increased from 170 million to 730
million, the number of cities increased from 193 to 658, the number of towns increased from 12,173 to 20,113, while
new cities and towns with unique environments and industrial strengths emerged.

Nevertheless, urbanization in the PRC faces obvious challenges. One challenge is that urban, rural, and
regional development are unbalanced. A dual structure between urban and rural areas still predominates, the gap
between urban and rural areas is widening, and rural development is seriously lagging behind urban development.
The diverse geographic conditions and historical backgrounds and varying resources endowments in the different
regions of the PRC contribute to the disparity in regional development of urban areas. Levels of urbanization are at
62.2% in the eastern regions of the PRC, and at 48.5% and 44.8% in the central and western regions respectively.
Another challenge is the tendency to superficially focus on the scale and speed of urban development, while ignoring
the quality and efficiency. Urbanization is largely promoted via administrative means, blindly establishing ambitious
development goals, and expanding the scale of population and land use. Great importance is attached to creating
cities’ images, while neglecting the construction of public facilities and infrastructure, and ignoring the protection
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of historical heritages, which leads to a bland urban homogeneity. The third challenge is that resource waste and
environmental pollution continue to be persistent problems. From 2000 to 2011, land usage for urban construction
increased by 76.4%—far higher than urban population growth, which stood at 50.5%. The rural population of the PRC
decreased by 133 million, while rural residential land use increased by 30.45 million mu (1 mu = 666.67 m2). Many
cities continue to take the tired old path of “pollution first, treatment second.” Water, air, and soil pollution have not
been effectively addressed, while city safety and disaster response are persistent problems.

The central government’s National New Urbanization Planning (2014-2020) emphasizes putting people first,
synchronization with the “four modernizations,” optimization of urban layout, the environment, and cultural heritage
as the basic principles underlying a new path of urbanization with Chinese characteristics, in a move that shows that
urbanization has becorre an important part of the PRC’s national development strategy.

UN-Habitat's research report Sustainable Urbanization: Environmental Agenda and Development Agenda,
points out that “the pursuit of sustainable development is the pursuit of sustainable urbanization,” advancing a
multidimensional model of sustainable urbanization to ensure that economic, social, ecological, and physical
dimensions come together to form sustainable development with systemic coordination throughout construction.

The PRC's future urbanization process will be systemic, with economic, social, ecological, and physical
dimensions coordinating so as to create a sustainable urbanization development path. The essence of this new
urbanization path is comprehensive systemic reform. The leading areas of reform include the household registration
system, land management systems, administrative systems, and financial allocation systems. Urbanization
development dividends can only be brought about by reforming systemic dividends. )

The PRC's urbanization affects not only the PRC, but also the world. Sustainable urbanization according to strict
constraints of resources, the environment, and population will be the PRC'’s major contribution to human civilization,
and it is also seen as an urgent concern and of a world that has high expectations of change.

In 2010, the Asian Development Bank and Tongji University joined hands and established the Urban Knowledge
Hub, to share best practices for the sustainable development of cities in the Asia—Pacific region. In recent years,
the hub has held annual international symposiums on best urban practices. The theme of the 2013 international
symposium was “The PRC'’s new towns and new districts: opportunities and challenges.” Meanwhile, the Urban
Knowledge Hub and the ADB Regional Knowledge Sharing Initiative have worked together to host a photography
conference on the development of the PRC’s new towns and new districts.

Six photographers, planners, and architects, including Wang Weigiang, Yan Changjiang, Zhang Xiang'ou, Xi
Wenlei, Tao Tao, and Liu Gang—all of whom were recommended by an academic committee formed under the Urban
Planning Society of the PRC—went to Jiading New Town, Taihu New Town, Beichuan New Town, Zhengdong New
Town, Dalian New Town, and East Ningbo New Town, and photographed the development of the PRC's new cities
and towns in a representation of the latest thinking on urban development and an example of contemporary visual art
for the public.

TANG Zilai

Professor of the College of Architecture and Urban Planning, Tongji University
Director of Asian Development Bank-Tongji University Urban Knowledge Hub



K
CONTENTS

2 F1 | h&Es

-oreword 1 | Ayumi Konishi

A F2 | BEFx

Foreword 2|  TANG Ziai

10 IR 5Im R | E6E

Urban Image and Urbban Criticism | WANG Weidgiang

-

Y il

16 36) T3

Beichuan New Town

50 TR R BRI

Ningbo Eastern New Town



7 RIEZLFTRAT &ZX

Dalian Economic and Technological Development Area

100 o5 AOBHRT I

Taihu New Tﬂc;wn, Wuxi

128 58 AE AT
Jiading New Town

148 ONRBARFX
/hengdong New Town, Zhengzhou




hEFRSHX

NEW TOWNS AND NEW DISTRICTS IN
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

MM BN E g B E

IMAGE REFLECTION ON-CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

FiHeem ZHE  BY WANG WEIQIANG ET AL

T @ F) (% F w o ik
; vraRg ; TONGJI UNIVERSITY PRESS




F 1

X [ INAEE

fERRBSIEN— P EEAMRIS, hEARKNE—EEETNHHES. Hht—E2PEL
RERBIENS), FURHEFNZEENRES”EE (GDP) AHFSIR A KRz A RIER AR EE
TEXRZB. A, PUREEH U EBEN TR T ESE20EE, NFEEL. @St
RFZEE 7 SAIB=HRIF, [BMEE,

Ba0, PEERESTENLBBRNEOM IS K AP OREUSIERRET L BN LE
ARG, X—FHIETEE “UARE" . “EEXE M SUEE , FU0 T RERDTEEE
HE. B40. BAANEAEESNNAL. I, S 42X EEEHBMATIRHERZ B,

FHE 1992 F, WMFRERIT UTFEMIET) MABBIERRSSZHTENRTRE. 82
2015 4 12 B, WATERREMNMALBHET SSTUA 66.5 ZE70H 56 EHELE B 1M B 6000
FHETTH 88 TR AER . BIVEREEBSSERTAERASHS IR E, (D HmATRE.
HEERE £FRSE. MEARSENSEENERR. 6, WTRRIRENTSZFIE,
NIREIREASRRITER, S hENEH RS,

2010, WATHEFRFARIGT 7 FEMHBMIRD L. EZRTHIRPOENNRZERNT, £
HEF—RIZ 2013 £ 11 AENAIE 3 # K IS K ELTE 4 &1 5 A B 30 %1 7 5 S e PR O B
2. EZIHTRNEST, TTSEFAZRATLET 2HHRY, BENET FENEFREETH
AR R & B E I REF R,

PEREXHRYIZ —, REFERETURBENNGIES 207 FEYSNFRITRARE, &
B T At a el R B S MAE BN EE M, -

aNikg
THFF R BTRIEBEK



Foreword |

by Ayumi Konishi

As an integral partof its development strategy, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has been pursuing
urbanization of its cities. Urbanization has been a key driver of the PRC's development and the emerging urban
economies have significantly contributed to the impressive and sustained growth of the national gross domestic
product and to served to lift hundreds of millions of people out of poverty across the country. However, this rapid
urbanization coupled with intensive industrialization has also accompanied numerous complex problems ranging from
environmental degradation, deep social inequalities, and destruction of local cultural heritage.

The PRC is shifting the focus of its urbanization and development policies from the growth-centered model
to the one that focuses on achieving higher quality urban and social development. This transformation includes
a commitment to make cities and towns more livable, green, inclusive, and competitive, by emphasizing “people-
centeredness,” “ecological civilization,” and “cultural heritage.” Now, environmental, social, and cultural dimensions
are integrated in city planning. _

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) started supporting the PRC’s urban development through its lending
operations in 1992, As of December 2015, 56 loans amounting to $6.65 billion, and 88 technical assistance
projects totaling $60 million have been approved for the PRC's urban development. ADB is proud to have been
actively working with cities on multidisciplinary approaches to promote their livable, socially inclusive, economically
competitive, and environmentally sustainable, and climate resilient development. ADB will continue to support
the PRC’s urbanization with projects that demonstrate innovative solutions to environmental and socioeconomic
challenges.

In 2010, together with the Tongji University, ADB established the PRC Urban Knowledge Hub. In November 2013,
the Urban Knowledge Hub organized a seminar on the construction of new towns and new districts and their key role
in current urban and regional planning. The seminar led to the joint production between ADB and Tongji University of
several publications providing an overview of international and PRC good practices in the planning and development
of new towns and districts. |

This photobook is one such publication, which not only offers a set of unique visual illustrations of current new
towns and districts in the PRC but also demonstrates the importance of image photography in the visualization of
urban spaces and their subsequent planning and development.

Ayumi Konishi
Director General, East Asia Department, Asian Development Bank
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Foreword 2

by TANG Zilai

Since the industriatTévolution, human civilization has moved rapidly toward urbanization. In 2008, urban dwellers
accounted for more than 50% of the total global population, ushering in the urban age. According to research in
the fields of‘demographics, economics, sociology, and geography, urbanization is characterized by a rise in urban
population and a decrease in rural population. It is a multidimensional process that includes a transformation of the
industrial structure from an agricultural economy into an industrial economy; a change of social structure from rural
to urban; and a transformation of human settlements from a rural space to an urban one. A country’s urbanization
process is part of its overall development process. It is specifically affected by the country’s natural, economic, social,
political, cultural, and other conditions, and is of remarkable particularity in terms of time and space.

Since its reform and opening up, the urbanization level of the People's Republic of China (PRC) has increased to
53.7% in 2013 from 17.9% in 1978, with an average annual growth rate of 1%—an unprecedented scale and speed of
urbanization. The construction of new towns and new districts is obviously crucial to this phenomenon, and it also not
surprising that it has seen remarkable achievements and also faced serious challenges.

Against the macro background of reform and opening up, urbanization transformed the PRC from a “top-down”
development model under a planned-economy to a “multi-parallel” development model under a market economy. The
dominant role of the city in the national economy is increasingly prominent, accounting for more than 70% of gross
domestic product and more than 80% of tax revenues. Urbanization accelerates significantly as the number, scale,
and quality of towns increase. During 1978-2013, the PRC's urban population increased from 170 million to 730
million, the number of cities increased from 193 to 658, the number of towns increased from 12,173 to 20,113, while
new cities and towns with unique environments and industrial strengths emerged.

Nevertheless, urbanization in the PRC faces obvious challenges. One challenge is that urban, rural, and
regional development are unbalanced. A dual structure between urban and rural areas still predominates, the gap
between urban and rural areas is widening, and rural development is seriously lagging behind urban development.
The diverse geographic conditions and historical backgrounds and varying resources endowments in the different
regions of the PRC contribute to the disparity in regional development of urban areas. Levels of urbanization are at
62.2% in the eastern regions of the PRC, and at 48.5% and 44.8% in the central and western regions respectively.
Another challenge is the tendency to superficially focus on the scale and speed of urban development, while ignoring
the quality and efficiency. Urbanization is largely promoted via administrative means, blindly establishing ambitious
development goals, and expanding the scale of population and land use. Great importance is attached to creating
cities’ images, while neglecting the construction of public facilities and infrastructure, and ignoring the protection
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