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Preface i

Compared to the second edition of this book, the fundamental structure of the
third edition is unchanged. However, a number of substantial changes have
been made within that overall structure and, of course, many more minor
changes have been made throughout the text. The following are the changes
made in this edition: ‘

In Chapter 5, a lengthy discussion of neo-Marxian spatial analysis, with
a focus on the work of Henri Lefebvre and David Harvey, has been

-added (it replaces the section on Fordism and post-Fordism).

In Chapter 6, the discussion of rational choice theory has been
enhanced with much detail on the thinking of James Coleman.

The most substantial changes are in Chapter 10, Globalization Theory.
First, a detailed discussion has been added of neo-liberal economic
theory, as well of the work of a major critic of that perspective, Karl
Polanyi. Second, a more general discussion of political theories of glo-
balization has been added, as has an analysis of the fate of the nation-

~ state in the global age.

Three new Biographical /Autobiographical Vignettes have been added:
Alexis de Tocqueville (Chapter 1), C. Wright Mills (Chapter 4), and
Harriet Martineau (Chapter 8)

Additions to the Key Concepts are The Prosumer and Prosumption
(Chapter 9), Globalization, and Civil Society (Chapter 10).

The new Contemporary Applications are From Web 1.0 to Web 2.0 (Chap-
ter 5), Domestic Violence (Chapter 9), The Death of Consumer Culture? If
So, What Next?” (Chapter 9), The Great Global Economic Meltdown 2008
(Chapter 10), and Is Global Neo-Liberal Capitalism Dead? (Chapter 10).
Dropped in order to make room for these were Terri Schiavo (Chapter 8),
Surveillance (Chapter 9), and Al-Jazeera (Chapter 10).

Among the lesser changes are additions to the glossary where needed,
to bibliographies at the end of each chapter, a better placement of boxes
closer to the relevant text and the addition of birth and death dates to
the biographical /autobiographical vignettes.
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Supplementary Material

Available to instructors only, this text is accompanied by an online Instructors’
Manual which includes chapter outlines, chapter summaries, student exercises
and discussion topics. Visit this site at http://mhhe.com/ritzer3e.
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