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' General Preface |

Chinese culture has a long and eternally renewed history. Excellent Chinese
traditional culture is the most profound cultural soft power and the cultural fertile soil
where the socialism with Chinese characteristics is rooted. In order to achieve “Two
Centenary Goals” and realize the “Chinese Dream” of the great rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation, we must make full use of the great wisdom that the Chinese nation has
accumulated for thousands of years. The library, as the institution of literature,, which has
collected a large number of books involving the essence of Chinese culture with five
thousand years, has high cultural value. The library has been evolving from the ancient
library to the public library today. The librarianship, supported by the Communist Party of
China (CPC) and Chinese government, shows a vigorous and flourishing trend.

At the same time, China is trying to construct a public cultural service system, which
is an important part of the overall layout of the cause of socialism with Chinese
characteristics and the important arrangement of the strategic layout to achieve the
coordinated development of economy, politics, culture and society. The construction of
the public cultural service system, closely related to the people’s interests, is an
important guarantee to promote social harmony and stability and build the common
spiritual home of the Chinese nation. The public library service system, as an important
part and supporting strength of the public cultural service system, has its own natural
advantage and responsibility in the construction of standardization and equalization of
public cultural services and the layout of the public cultural network. Although modern
libraries retain the storage function of traditional libraries , they focus more on the spread
of knowledge. With reading as the core function, public libraries are open to the public.

They get rid of the traditional priviege and monopoly on knowledge and realize the



socialization and democratization of books and knowledge. The most dynamic libraries in
Chinese modern librarianship are public libraries , among which the ones in the large and
medium-sized cities are the most distinctive.

City library is always associated with cultural life. As a quiet and meaningful place
hidden in the noisy and busy city, city library offers a subtle blend of traditional
civilization and modern urban fashion, engraved with the unique cultural mark belonging
to a city. One book or one activity will wake up the cultural life of a city. Citizens in the
library can enjoy the rich and colorful secular life and the traditional culture, and feel the
efforts of the city library in preservation and maintenance, the inheritance and spread of
urban culture.

City libraries and their system are an important part of the process of urbanization.
The public library service system composed of public libraries in cities, and the public
cultural facilities network focusing on the public cultural facilities such as public libraries,
are the important measure and means to comprehensively promote the standardization
and equalization of the basic public cultural services. To promote the modern public
cultural service system and improve the efficiency of the public cultural services by
constructing the service system of city library and public library is the goal of Chinese
libraries.

City library is a place to intensively show the professionalism of the library
profession. Since the birth of the library profession, it has been resisting against the non-
professional stereotypes. Librarians also strive to establish a professional image.
Fortunately, such efforts have been paid off. The library profession has been widely
recognized by readers. City libraries and their librarians have made a great contribution
to it. Librarians integrate the professionalism into the vision, planning, reform initiatives,
daily operation and reader activities of their libraries, so that the public are able to enjoy
the beauty of urban cultural life created by the professionalism.

City library in China is a cultural card for publicity. Improving the national cultural soft

power is a major strategic task of the CPC and the nation. City library, as one of the



public cultural facilities, has been performing the duty to consolidate the foundation of
the national cultural soft power, and coordinate the most basic cultural genes of the
Chinese nation with contemporary culture and modern society. It is not hard to find the
great efforts of city libraries, which we want to spread through the series.

12 libraries of the first batch included in “Series of China’s City Libraries in the 21st
Century” are the epitome of the overall scene of China’s city libraries in the 21st century.
From the South to the North, they are distributed in nearly 10 provinces and have strong
representativeness. These 12 libraries with their own characteristics have a lot of
innovations in various aspects such as management and operation, cultural activities,
resource development and service. On the occasion of promoting the Belt and Road
Initiative, the bilingual version will be helpful in sharing the innovations and characteristics
of China’s city libraries in the 21st century with the world, and spreading the excellent
culture, trying to enable more people to know China’s city libraries and to know China

well.

Wu Weici
Sept. 20, 2017
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