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Tur equwalent of the Hatkwax Tam, m which the Customs Revenue and all Values are stated,
was, duriag the years 1909 to 1918, at the average Sight Exchauge on London New York Pans, Beorlin
Calcutta Yokohamu Petrograd, and Hongkong respectively, us fullows :—

& B x% | %w mw B DAWAOA® E® BERT

YEAR Exsuise  Aurrica¥  Fuewew  Grewa¥ Inoiay Javawese  Kussias Mxxtcaw
i Mowey.  Mowkr.  Mower. Monsy.  Mosry.  Moxey. Moskv. | DoLtanrs.

|

| . o B | .
mrmtl R &% 0 AW 9K &S | oww | wi

PR do i God§ Franes. ] Marks, Rupees. Yen. Roubles, &
14999 2 Ty 0463 328 266 1495 1-27 1-48
1510 ;2 8% ve66 3040 . 276 2-01 1-31 1-49
1911 2 B} o-05 3+40 , 2475 .00 1-32 . 1-48
1912 5 o} o7s 3:85 312 2.27 1-49 1-45 152
1913 3 of 973 380 | 308 2.2 147 Tegd 151
118 SEPEPR TR 12 8] o667 3445 279 2.04 1434 1.36 1vgy
1915 I 2 7 ' oeé2 339 2.67% 1.95 1:25 ' [.63% 141
1916 3 33, o7 463 3-68% 246 - 54 2.52% 154
1517 ! i sl 1o 594 4-78% 311 198 5-08 % 1-63
FOI8. hva vace o I 5 3 E 1-26 71 358 2.37 1-61

THIC W HE M L~ Shaughal Custome rate of exchmnge.

LR
TABLE OF CHINESE WEIGHTS.

—HERTAAAFER Y TS 24P 2L SUB AT 2L TAS
1 Tagu (Liang) = 583+ 3 wrans (1} oz. avoirdupois) = 37783 gmumes.

4

FAMM T ERF-BUEFZ S AANBEN TR Z2H+=
16 Thwels = 1 Curry {Chin) = 1} I, avoirdupois = 60y- §3 grannnes.

—EAN-HARF—AEVESS RS L AR TATRRSNR S TR 2O =,
SRY-HE-+EBS TR LN &
100 Catties = 1 Preor (Tan) = 133} th. avoindupos = 60-453 kilogrammes = r37-67 Russian pounds,
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HARBIN DISTRICT TRADE REPORT.

1% Locat.—The year which marked the closo of tho great Enropean War was usherod
mto the Harbin distriet with momentous kappenings.  The collapse of all constituted authority
in Bussia brought about by the rise of the Bolshevik element, spelling ruin and disaster for
that, nnfortunate country, profoundly aftected regions in Lhe vicinity. North Manchuria, whose
muarkets have hitherto been supplicd by Russia, suddenly found itself isolated and thrown upon
its own resources, The tenin serviee between Manchouli aud the towns of the Transbaikal
district was not only thoroughly disorgnnised, but for a time censeld to oporate, cansing an
cutive dislocation of wll passenger nud goods waffie.  The rouble thrawtened oclipse, the minimum
low-water mack having been reached on the rgth Januwry, when a mte of Roubles 1,970 to
Shanghai Ttz 100 wis registered.  However, after that date & great recovery of Russian exchange
rook plawce in consequence of the embargo on trade with Russia, non-Russian currencies being
o longer in demand for the importation of foreign goods destined for that conntry und therefore
heavily discounted in the loeal vawket.  After the apprecintion set in, the rouble continued its
upwaril course until the highest quotation was recorded, viz, E. 680 = Sh%ls 100 on the
st May.  Irom then on and uutil the conelnsion of the Armistice, although Auctiations were less
violent than usual, the rouble dropped steadilv. At the end of the year the rate of exchange
between roubles and Shanghat taels was 1,250, Jocal prices, however, have to a certnin extent,
adjusted themselves on the basis of a rouble being equivalent to 10 eents (Mexiean), but the
spportunities for speculation were many and were hugely taken advantuge of by the floating
populution of Huwrbin.  Chinese legislition was enacted ewrly in the year to provent the refusal
of the new 1,000 and 250 rouble notes, and o n certuin degree the disparity in the vajues of
the old and new isues of Russian notes was eliminated. On the 23rd February no post train
arrtved from Russia, owing o dizorders breaking out along the Transbwikal Ralway, and
immediately all export traffic came to a standstill.  Avupan Simionoy, who from the beginming
had placed hinsell at the head of small bodies of anti-Bolshevik foreos, commenced his forward
movement, but through desertions and luck of support hie was compelled o vetreat after
cuttinious fighting to Manchouli, with the Bolsheviks in bot pursuit.  Strong veinforcements
wern despatehed by the Tsitsibar Tuchiin to vepel an armed invasion of Chinese rerritory. 1t
wis then that the Chinese community beeame panic-stricken awd prepaved to leave Manchonli
with wny valoables they conld collect. Negotiations were startel between the Chinese and
Balshevik leaders, and for a time it was agreed upon 1o resime passenger traffic between
Munehouli and Irkntsk,  These powrparlers were prolonged and resulted in little or novhing,
as the Bolsheviks faled to keep their wonl.  In April Simionov, reinforced by fresh troops,
succoeded in penewsting as Bwoas Station Daavia, in Transbaikal territory.  However, the
arvival of Luge bodies of Bolsheviks, led by German snd Magyar prisoners of war, caused
another withdrawal, wnd an hoportant brdge over the Opon was destroyed by the enemy.
Again foreed 1o retreat, Simionov deeided to wage n defonsive warfare.  Daurin wus also
evacuted and finally, after & nine days’ battle under the pressure of superior forces, he fell
back npon the Chinese frontier. During their pursnit of Simionov the Bolsheviks entered
Lupmdn (8 B ). driving out the Mongol garrison and occupying the place.  Another

Loan
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2 CHINA. —TRADE RETURNS 19185

general exodus of the Chinese population from Manchouli was planned but prevented by s
timely sssue of proclamations, which helped to allay the prevailing excitement. After August,
with the prospect of Allied intervention, the Bolsheviks commenced retreating from Manchouli
and adjacent territorics, Station Oloviannaya being once more oceupied by anti-Bolshevik
troops.  In October with the arival of Allied forees, ol was once more restored al Manchouli.
At Blagovestchensk in February the peasant classes decided Lo support the Bolshevik movement.
In spite of local opposition hended by the volunteer militia, who endeavoured to averthrow the
unruly element, plans were formuluted, and on the 11th Mareh the town was surrounded by
Bolshevik forces, who succeeded in guiing the apper hand after severe fighting, as a resuit of
which Bolshevik rule was firmly established at Blygovestchensk. ‘The frightful excesses which
occurred in the town were largely due to the throwing open of the doors of the prisons. when
500 of the worst criminals were released.  In April it was deeided by the Bolshevik Provisional
Government to abolish all Russinn Customs on the Amur, control to be vested ‘n the Soviet.
Mobilisation of all available man-power between the ages of 18 and 43 was effectad in May to
cope with Simionov's troops, who were expected to prepare the way for a counter movement. In
July, eonsequent upon the successes of the Crecho-Slovaks aided by the Allies, the Bolsheviks
attempted to come to ierms with the anti-Bolsheviks who however, refused to be coerced,
especially as 1 was realised that help was speedily forthecoming. On the 18th September
Blagovestchensk fell into the hands of the Allies the Bolsheviks having retreaterd precipitately
on the first news of the arvival of anti-Bolshevik forces from the Lower Amur, when order was
once more restored.  In February an epidemic of spotted typhus broke out at Suiferho, owing
to the existing insanitary conditions. Quarantine arrangewents made along the railway
succecded, however, in arresting the disease in the following month. In June forces were
assembled by the Czecho-Slovaks and their allies to wid in & forward movenent against the
Bolsheviks, who bad by this time overrun the Nikolsk-Ussurisk district, For over six weeks
all passenger and goods traftic was suspended, being only resumed when the Bolshevik forces
were withdrawn on the arrival of Alfied reinforcements and the establishment of & Provisional
Government at Grodekovo, with General Horwath at its head.  Lahasasu shared also to some
extent. in the disturbed condition of affairs in the Amur basin. The loeation of a Russian
gun-hoat at the mouth of the Sungari, with a Bolshevik communder and erew, deterred Russian
vessels from leaving the Amur, For the protection of the frontier large bodies of Chinese troops
were despatched to Lahasusu as o permanent gamison.  No clash between these soldiers and the
Bolsheviks actually occurred.

27. Revenue—The total revenue collected in 1g18-—HA T 945004 —although showing a
considerable falling off when compared with the lignres of the previous year (which constituted
a record coilection for the district), is not us low us might be sxpected in abnormal thnes.
In fact, it speaks well for the vitality of the district that in spite of the most adverse conditions
that prevailed, trade in general has suflered to so small an extent. Manchouli Suifenho and
Harbin River all contributed to the shrinkage in revenue the one startling exception being
Ajgun, which has ereated a record and doubled the figures of 1917, The disturled political
sitnation the embargo on goods to Russia the acute shortage of rolling-stock und searcity of
tonnage, coupled with the genoral feeling of unrest prevalent thronghout North Manchuria, all
adlord ample reasons for the serious decline in revenue vxperienced by the above-named stations.
The figures shown under export duties are the lowest since 1913, and import duties have also
veeedad. ‘THe revenue coliected by the Fukiatien office which is administered by the Harbin
River Gustoms has increased enormously of late years. In 1914 the percentages of tolloction
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HARBIN DISTRICT, 3

were in the proportion of 4 W 1; in 1918 the share of Fukiatien was 43 per cent., no less than
J1%T13 160,560 having been accounted for by that office, due to the great increase in junk trafiie
which passes through it.  River dues collected in lirn of tonnage dues show some improvement,
owing to the raising of existing rates, the returns of previous years heing caleulated at k¥ 1 =
Roubles 1.50, thus the gloomy forecasts relative to the financial position of the Aids Service
envisaged in former reports happily did not materialise

3% Farmiey Goavs. (w) Dmports, Divect and Coastwise.—The total gross valua of loreign
imports still further declined from HEF7s 11800000 in 1017 to M9l 9,150,000 in the year
undvr veview.  This steking reduction in the volume of trude passing through the Harbin
distriet is entively due to the etfects of the war and the dislocation of milway traffic at Manchouli
and Suifenho, both of which are responsible for the continuous falling off expericneed during
the last few years. The market for cement, ironware, and Asiatic coal was kopt alive by the
requirameuts of the Chinese Lastern Railway, and fmportant increases are to be noted under
those headings. Towards thae close of the year large stocks of household supplies arrived from
Ameviea, which account for the inerease in this item. The parcel post, which figured so largely
in the returns of previous years in making up the deficiency of freight, does not sesm to have
beon used to any considerable oxtent, it Leing almost impossible to secure space in the postal
vans available, owing to military demands having fivst to be satisied.  So acute did the situation
in Huarbin become at one time, on account of the constant drain on railway cars for the purpose
of trangporting troops and military supplies, that certain trains for passengers and baggage were
discontinued. In no recent year have the movements of eart traffic been so nuraerous, oceasioned
Ly the searcity of tonnage and the shortage of rolling-stock. Al Aigun, owing to the risk
attending navigation on the Amur during the open season, the ordinary winter conditions of
cart traffic e Tsitsihar and Mergen were resorted to.  According to Customs returns piece
goads have been imported in ever-decrensing guantities, due to Russian markets being entirely
closed  Om the other hand, althongh statisties are not available, it is well known that Japan
has profited by the golden opportunity afforded Ly the closing of European markets, and has
imported vie Dairen and Kwanchengtze piece goods in appreciable quantities. There have also
been large tmports of other articles of Japanese manufacture, such as electrical materials, toilet
avlicles, hesicry, ete. Aigun records increases in cotton crape, white shirtings, art musling, and
lnstings, whieh are imported to meet the needs of the Russian population of thesc distriets.
The importation of metals has dwindled to zero, and the prospects of the metal market are
gloomy in the extreme. Agricultural machinery, so much needed in North Manchurin and
at one Lime forming a staple import, has, owing to the closing of the European and Americun
markets, ceased to figure in the returns.  ‘I'here has been a great increase in arrivals of kerosene
oil at Aigun to replenish depleted stocks; on the other hand, & corresponding decrense is
recorded in the Sausing figures for that commodity. Cigarettes have beev imported by Aigun
in much larger quantities than usual, but arrivals at Manchouli have veceded to mil. Tmports
coustwise show marked improvement when compared with the figures of 1917, totalling
kTt 3,800,000, as against Hk.T13 3,000,000, Aigun being responsilile for this increase.

() Re-caports—Re-cxports abrond receded to HL.Fh 3,600,000, the very heavy carry-
aver of the year 1916, referred to in the Trade Report for 1017, having gradually been absorbed
by the necds of the district, leaving only s small surplus. To the abovo figure Aigun, Manchouli,
and Suifenho contributed in like proportions. The re-exports concerned consisted principally
of Japanese piece goods, leather, and haberdushery.
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4 CHINA.—TRADE RETURNS 1918,

4". Carnesk Goovs. —(a) Kzports, Abroad and Coastwise (1necluding Re-sxports)—The
value of exports reported to the Customs in the Harbin district during the last three years was
as follows ;—

1916. 1917. 1918

HETla HiTls HiTis
Algun . 1,280840 1,576,459 2,011,952
Sausing . 571,071 1,485,377 852,503
Manchouli 16,567,798 11,237,648 1,662,652
Harbin River | 4,663,048 3,757,596 3,484,085
Suifenho 14,578811 17,082,550 7447497
Torawn . . 37661577 36030040 15,450,309

From the above figures it is possible Lo gauge to some extent the senous decline in the value of
the export trade of the distriet.  Manchouli espocially has fullen off considerably, having dropped
to one-tenth of the nmount recorded 1 1916, The reasons for this reduction are not far to seek
and have been summed up elsewhere in the body of the report. Suifenho, owing to practically
similar causes, has also shared greatly in this decline. Among the principal staple articles of
export which show decreases are beans (except at Sansing), beancake fresh eggs, animal tallow,
and bean oil. In Manchouli flour was exported in insignificant quantities, only 53,000 piculs
having passed the Customs instead of 572,000 piculs in the previous year. Bean oil dropped
from 40,000 to 1,275 piculs in 1918, Jucreases are however noted under squireel and marmot
skins which have been exported in considerable amounts to supply a demand in the United
States. Other articles of export which show increases are wheat flour, cigarettes, hides softwood
planks and earthenware at Harbin River. The bean harvest generally was excollent but owing
to shortage of shipping and difficully of securing freight accommodation on the Chinese Bastern
Railway, the amount exported was only a small fraction of what might otherwise have been
shipped abroad. The tLotal quantity exported to Japan via Viadivostock was §,300,538 poods.
Au the end of the year the motor steamer Ausiralinn loaded for Falmouth 8,600 tons of North
Manchurian beans which represents the only shipment for Europe duving 1918, Owing to the
disorganisation of freight traflic on the Chinese Eastern Railway, bean merchants have found
themselves compelled to send their produce by cart from Anda which is situnted in one oi the
great bean districts to the west of Harbin, to Changehnn direct from which place the beans wers
transported by the South Manchuria Railway to Dairen. Shipping wia Nikolaievsk proved
impossible, firstly owing to the embargo on goods exported to Habarovsk (withdrawn only at the
end of the season), and secondly to the Bolshevik attitude which tended to parulyse all lrade by
interference with and confiseation of steamers. Aigun has again had a most prosperous year, live
stock especially showing large increases when compared with the figures of 1917, Cattle rose
from 5,030 head in 1917 to 8460 head in 1918, and pigs from nil in 1916 Lo 3004 in the year
under review.

(b.) I'mports.—No remarks.
5% InLanp Travsit.—No remarks.
6" SHIPPING,—In no other year smce the opemng of Customs establishments on the

Sungari have the physical conditions been so uniformly favourable to shipping as in 1gi18. If
only the horizon had not been obscured by the clouds of war, a year of exceptional commercial
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HARBIN DISTRICT. 5

activity would no doubt have boen chronicled.  Navigation opened earlier than usual, and the
depth of water maintained on the shallows throughout the season at no time gave cause for
alarm or anxiety to shippers. Plenty of cargo offered but owing to limited space, due to
practically all Russian stcamers heing precluded irom the navigation of the Sungari by high-
handed action on the part of the Boalsheviks, added to an embargo placed on all goods destined
for Russin and the Priamur district, the number of steamers that passed the Customs during
1018 has fullen off considerubly. 2,745 steamers entored and cleared with a total tonnage of
026,712, a3 against 3,438 with 2 tonnage of 1,245,469 in the previous year, to which Chinese-owned
stewners contributed 988 with & tonnage of 315,586 As an offset to this decline, however, may
be noted the enormous increase in junk traffic. In fact, junk returns, owing to the unprecedented
rise 10 freights on account of the scarcity of tonnage due to the enforced inactivity of Russian
steamers, have shown substantinl increases no fewer than 25,143 entries and clearnnces with a
ronmuge of 499,378, having been reportod, figures far in excess of thoso of former years. Aftor
the Chinase ambargo on the export of cargo to the Amur wis removed townrds the middle of
June, several Chinese steamers availed themselves of the unique opportunity and cleared for the
Amur. Vassels hitherto iying the Russian flag now changed owners to enable them to share in
the enormous profits that were being made. A red-letter day was marked in the annals of
shipping when for the first time the s.s. Chinglan, lying the Chinese flag, appeared on the waters
of the Amur thereby asserting a right conferred by the Treaty of Aigun in 1858 ; later on in the
season most of the larger types of Chinese steamers also participated in thig privilege. Towards
the and of the scason Russian ships, which were released by the overthrow of the Bolshevik forces
at the hands of the Allies commenced arriving from the Amur in great numbers and freights
dropped considerably. In June river dues which are collected in roubles were increased to
seven times the original scale, owing to the heavy fall in rouble exchange, which rendered it
impossible to maintain the Aids Department with existing funds.

7°. Passpnaer Travric.The total number of passengers carried by river steamers on the
Sungari and Amur amounted to 273,330, representing an increase of g per cont., a fairly high
tigure considering the prevailing searcity of tonuage during 1918, In fact, throughout the season
all steamers plying on these rivers were loaded to their fullest capacity with passengers. These
returns do not include junk passenger traffic which has also increased to an appreciable extent,
There was a considerable reduction in the number of passengers conveyed by train along the
Chinese Eastern Railway lines accounted for by the constant interruption of through traffic with
Russia and Siberia in consequence of the political situation, movements of troops, and dearth of
rolling-stock. Iu addition, from the 19th December 1917, p ger tariffs were raised seven
times, owing to the continued fall of the rouble. The American Railway Mission, under Colonel
Stevens, arrived early in March with the object of taking over the technieal control of the
Russian railways as far as Petrograd, the Chinese Eastern Railway scetion to be included in this
scheme. 8o far, however no change has been effocted and things are drifting from bad to worse.
A partial dislocation of all traffic was caused by the advent of Japanese troops, who were sent in
August to cope with the Bolsheviks in the Prinmur and Baikal districts.

&% TrEAsURK. — No remarks.

9% Orious.—Tn spite of a whole-hearted campmgn directed against opium under the
enlightened policy of President Hsti ‘extensive movements in the drug have taken place round
Fukochin (g & #§) und Suifenho. According to authoritative reports, considerable tracts of
land that have hitherto boen devoted to the cultivation of cereals have during 1918 been planted
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6 CHINA.- TRADE RETURNR 1918,

with the poppy. Alter the reaping of thu new oprum crop snormons fortunes were made by local
Chinese who at the beginmng of the senson had left vemunerative jobs Lo become labourers on
the vanous opium farms, In Suifenho opium was openly bartered on the streets and was even
offered for sale to a Customs employé passing through Fukochin on transfer. The military
stationed in these outlying regions are apparently the worst offenders, trade being carried on with
impunity by officers and soldiers alike and in most cases tho local officials are powerlass to
interfere.

10°, MisceLraneous.—Work in connexwon with passport verification and viséing was
started on the 17th January simultaneously at both terminal stations of the Chineso Eastern
Hailway, as well as at Tarbin Station at the vequest of the Allied Ministers the primary object
being to prevent the influx of German and Austrian prisoners mto Manchuris. At the opening
of the navigation season the ssme work was insugurated at Sansing, Lahasusu and Algun
(Laheiho). Several escaped officers and soldiers of ¢nemy nationality were npprohonded and
arrests mado of civilians whese passports were not in ardor.—Towards the elose of the year &
Japanese newspaper, the “Siberia Shimbun,” commenced publication with a view to fostering
friendly relaty between Russians and Japanese living in the railway 2one.—Several layers of
bituminous coal similar to the Fushun varety, wero laid bare in the course of agricultural
operations at Hokanghsien (§§ [ §§). situated on the Heilungkiang side of the Sungaxi, opposite
Kinmusze (g K #), but owing to transport difficultics necessitating the construction of a
railway to the water's edge, none of this coal has so far found its wiy to the Harbin marker
On the sth June the Sansing Custorn House and part of the quarters wore destroyod by fire
caused apparently by a defective flue—During the year & number of prominent personages
visited the port, among them being the French and British High Commissioners 1o Russia as
well a¢ military attachés and vanous missions of several of the Allied nations.— Throughout the
district reports are everywhere to hand that unusual building activity has been carried on
resulting from the lack of accoramodation in the various foreign settlements in Manchuria caused
by the continuous stream of refugecs from Blagovestchensk, Habarovsk and Transhaikal towns,
Numerous ramshuckle buildings have sprung up with mushroom-like growth in New Town
Harbin and Tahethe. Extensive building operntions have also taken place in the Chinese city of
Fukiatien and its cxtension Szelintze ([ % -F): in this Iatter place aspecially millions of
roubles have been spent on recliming and filling in land. A people's purk bas been laid out and
excellent roads construcled, connecting this part of the town with the mwin thoroughfures
of Harbin. Everything scems to pomnt to an increased prosperity of the Chinese population,
which has more than trebled itself in the last few years. A large Chinese theatre in foreign siyle
under foreign supervision aud eapablo of sealing 4,000 speetators is in process of construction
within this area, and practically every open plot of ground has been stacked with bricks and
materinls in expectation of intensive building in the sprng.

1 am indebted to Mr. ). Dawson-Grone 15t Assistant, A, for the above report,

P. GREVEDON

Commassioner of Cuaioms

HarpiN, i5th March 1910,
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