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N B ) B ELpE
The Primacy of Site

= he measure of great residential design is not a house, but a state of
mind: an immediate feeling of relief and gratitude upon arrival;

surprisc n discovcring new uses and mcanings: the anticipation

to return. Because creating great residential design is perhaps the
tundamental aim of our firm, one key method by which we achieve emotional
resonance is to establish a dialogue between architecture and site.

Fora 10,000-square-foot (929-square-meter) residence in coastal Southport.
Connecticut, the presence of Long Island Sound figured prominently in our
handling of the commission, overall. Water signals our bodies to relax and
recharge. So, we aimed the viewpoints of homeowners and visitors to Long
[sland Sound immediately upon their turning into the property. The driveway
then makes a hard left, grazing the residence’s Regency-style north elevation, and
continues under an archway of the garage. It terminates in a motor court. Using
the driveway to both introduce and withhold Long Island Sound cultivates a
desire to explore the house further, to discover the whole view and feel fully
rejuvenated. This sequence for entering the site also ensures a first long look at
the exterior, whose limited material palette and razor-sharp cornices and
abacuses retlect the husband’s Scandinavian heritage.

Cultivating a relationship to Long Island Sound informed the treatment of
the house’s water side equally strongly. Here, we solidified the foreground and
middle-ground views for the occupants. These perspectives place distant vistas
in reliet, while the wildlite and human activity that takes place in the foreground

and middle ground complement the slower pace of waves and shitting skies.

oPPOSITE: The formal entry is set apart from the larger facade by a pediment, transom-topped
door, and other elements. OVERLEAF: Approaching the residence from the northwest
wpermits contemplation of its Regency-style exterior, and a glimpse of Long Island Sound.
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