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When Zhang Hua asked me to write a preface for his book, I gladly agreed
to do so. In China, we need more people who understand science to write about
science for the general public. This will help to assimilate science into the Chinese
culture. Personally I hold the view that science is more than just advancing our
frontier in knowledge or technologies, it should also be a way we think and live
our daily lives. One day when science takes root in our culture, perhaps that is mo-
ment we realise the aspiration of being a strong nation through science and educa-
tion.

The book begins with a historial introduction of the development of gravita-
tion theory and then concludes by a very personal account of spinors and twisters
Zhang Hua is very fond of. I am very impressed by the literay style and fluency of
the writing. No doubt this will help the readership to acquaint with the subject.

The book will appeal to a very wide spectrum of readerships, in particular to
the high school students and beginning undergraduates whom want to have a glim-
pse of the subject.

In the last three decades, due to the advance in relativistic astrophysics, the



GPB experiment, LIGO and other ground based effort to detect gravitational radi-
ation, plus the very ambituous proposed LISA project in space and a host of other
proposed experiments in space to test Einstein's theory of general relativity, the re-
search in general relativity has already entered a new era. This change of landacape
in general relativity also forces theoreticans to have a better understanding and
collaboration with their colleagues in astrophysics, macroscopic quantum mech-
anics, quantum optics, computational physics, space science, statistics plus pos-
sibly experimental physics as well.

It is likely that general relativity research in China will become more interdis-
ciplinary in the next two decades. Zhang Hua's book may serve as supplementary

reading material for students whom take an interest in this field.
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