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Abstract

Yingpanshan Site is located in Fengyi Town, Maoxian County, Aba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous
Prefecture, Sichuan Province. This site is on the third-class tableland and on the floodplain of the Minjiang
River Alluvial Fan. The general plan of the site resembles an irregular trapezoid, with a width from east to
west of 120-200 meters, a length from south to north of some 1000 meters and a total area of nearly 150000
square meters. With a height over the sea level of 1650-1710 meter and some 160 meter over the valley of
the Minjiang River, this site is surrounded by the Minjiang River on the northeast, north and west, adjoining
the deep valley, Yangwugou in the east and the distance from the site to Maoxian County is about 2.5
kilometers.

In 2000, 2002-2004 and 2006, five archaeological trial digging and formal excavations were carried out
at Yingpanshan Site by Chengdu Municipal Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology, Administration
of Cultural Relics of Aba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture and Qiang Museum of Maoxian
County. The total survey area amounts to 6000 square meters and an area of almost 2000 square meters were
revealed, resulting in a number of Neolithic remains and the discovery of more than 200 stone tombs.

Among the Neolithic remains are six architectural foundations, nine pits with human sacrifice, over one
hundred pits, ditches, kilns and dozens of hearths. A large and flat area with hardened ground is revealed on
the west side of the center of the site. Under the ground, four human sacrificing pits were discovered, which
implies that this area is of great importance to the site and speculated to be a square and the likeness where
major ceremonies were performed.

As the remains of foundations show, most small houses in this site are single-roomed with square or
rectangle plans. Middle-sized houses have a partition wall. Pillar holes, hearths, jars are found among the
ruins. Judged from the trace on the numerous burnt soil, the wall was built of wood frame and clay.

The bottom plans of the pit are round, oval, rectangular, fan-shaped or irregular. The bottom and the
wall of some pits were built with cobblestone. The function of these pit were speculated to be manufacture

location of stone tools. Stones coated with bright red paint were also found in a few pits, which may have
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some religious implications.

By the thousand, the unearthed relics include pottery, jade, stone or micro lithic tools, bone or clam
tools and so on. The pottery is mainly composed of brown or grey sandy wares and brown, grey, red or black
wares made of fine clay. The most distinctive feature of the pottery is the sandy wares. Wares made of fine
clay have a higher temperature, especially the painted pottery and red polished pottery. The pottery is mainly
flat-bottomed, with a small amount of short foot rings.

The types of pottery include small-mouthed ping-bottle, collared guan-jar, wan-bowl, pen-basin,
fanglun-spinning wheel, giu-ball and so forth. Among them, the painted potteries have ping-bottles, guan-
jar, pen-bin and bo-bowl and so on. The design on the painted pottery was drown with black pigment and
the theme includes straight lines, flowers, bird and its variations, arc triangles, grids, frogs and so on. Several
decorative methods such as incising, engraving and polishing are applied in the shaping of the pottery which
resulted in designs of string, band, cord, or pottery with a floral mouth or smooth surface. Sculptured human
face is also seen on some potteries.

Stone tools fall into two categories: the clipped and the polished. Among the former ones are copping
tools, cutting tools, chu-pestles, danwan-pills, and wangzhui-net weights and so on. Types of the polished
tools include fu-axe, ben-adze, rectangle knives with multiple perforations, zao-chisel, lishi-grinding stone,
shipian-stone slip with perforations and so on. As for the jade, there are zhuo-bracelet, bi, fu-axe, ben-adze,
zao-chisel, knives with perforations, jiantou-arrow ends and so forth. Among the micro lithic tools, there are
a number of ye-backs and he-cores. Bone objects include zan-hair pins, zhui-drills, zhen-needles, dao-knives
and jiantou-arrow ends. 7

The archaeological data shed some light on the methods of livelihood of Yingpanshan Site. With steep
cliffs in the east, west and north, and surrounded by the nearby Minjiang River, this place is easy to hold but
hard to attack, and thus suitable for long-term human settlement. The main way of livelihood of primitive
residents at this site is basically farming. Judged from the numerous stone shots, carefully polished stone or
bone arrow ends, as well as from the large amount of micro lithic ye-backs (4HfH) and he-cores (4
Fi#%) and the fishing weights, gathering and fishing were an indispensable supplement to the economic
life. The densely discovery of micro lithic stools and stone clips as well as the unused finished or semi-
finished stone tools or processing pieces found in large pits implies that some residents of Yingpanshan
might engaged in stone tool manufacture and the area these large pits located could be the workshop of stone

tools, which could provide some clues of the specialization of stone craft, especially the micro lithic stool
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manufacture.

Stones daubed with cinnabar, found in the pits may imply some spiritual belief of the primitive residents
of Yingpanshan, who also had a high level of decorative and plastic arts, especially in the manufacturing
of painted pottery wares and the reporter believes that Yingpanshan site could be one of the cradles of the
pottery sculpture in Sichuan area. The customs of human sacrifice and the headhunter consist of important

part in the spiritual life of the residents of Yingpanshan Site.
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