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Britain’s Guardian newspaper, in 1986, estimated the size of the
average person’s vocabulary as developing from roughly 300 words at
two years old, through 5,000 words at five years old, to some 12,000
words at the age of 12.
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Chapter 1 Family, Relatives &

Friends

accompanied by * % % %

< @4 > [E[E

» Youngsters must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
i AL IR B KB BB ATEF)

acquaintance % % % % % [2'kwemtons] |
n. A

> He is not a friend of mine, only an acquaintance—in other words,

friends of friends.
MR A RA R, RAMRA

W& EDL, MAIMA

born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth * % % % % |
<Wf>ETERZR

> 1 was not exactly born with a silver spoon in my mouth—my family

is quite normal.

EFRAETERZIER, ROTEMALRE

build * % % [bild]

n. 5

» He is heavier in build than his brother.
o 55 #F oAt o 5o i HE—

bump into * * * * |
<4 > 1518, W

» | bump into my childhood friends occasionally, though we have got

nothing in common anymore.

001



RIBRABINKVEFNA, REXMNOCEZEALRESTT

close to x * kx I
<iA4d > #Eir

» | am close to my uncle. He is hilarious, always telling jokes, and he

is very enthusiastic about everything he does. We spent a lot of time
together when I was growing up.

H Ao R 0GRV F L, I F A AR, 5“&%%% x4
A FHEREFTARE, EARKGIBFRANEZHA
—R

commitment % % % % % [ko'mitmant] |
n. 7R
» Friendship does not interfere with other commitments like the job or

the family life.
AR 2H T AR KB £ E 0 RiE

creative % % % % [kri'eitv] |
adj. BlER, ElEMA; EIEM

» I am a creative person, so | enjoy making things. For example, I like

drawing pictures or making cakes.

A —NEAENHA, BRAERHE, e d @ R E MR

determined * % % % % [dr'ta:mind] |
adj. BER; RETH
> 1 am well-organized, determined and I can work well under pressure.

ER—ANMFER, REMA, MAKIHERE

extended family * * % % . |
<@ > KRE
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Chapter 1 Family, Re

» My father is from an extended family. He has two sisters and one
brother who looks like him a lot.
ARXFREO-ANARREE, WA HAEIF— KA TR

extrovert % % % % % ['ekstrova:t] : - |
n. HAESNEI A

» If you like going to parties and meeting new people, then you are

probably quite extrovert.
e RIRER AR L | BRIHMA, FLRTRIRIS

family * % % ['femoli] : S
n. IR BE
» She wants to live with a British family so that she can improve her

English as much as possible.
WHRER—AEEAREELE R, MMETRATRILRSEE
R

gregarious % % % % % [gri'gearios] ek |
adj. 5EFHY

» He is an honest, generous, gregarious guy with a genuine interest in

other people.
AN E . . SRRA, ATAAAR AN

grow apart from % % % %
< q4 > Hsi
» We often grow apart from old school friends or old colleagues.

ANV F Ao BAV R A XA £ B FHrdL,

hardworking * % % [ha:d'w3kin] adot |
ad. BHhTHERN; HEN
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» She was surrounded by energetic, hardworking people.

Yo B B AR AL RS . B TAEHA

have ... in common with * % % |
<4 > FHEZL

» I find that I have less in common with some friends than [ used to. I

sometimes wonder what we used to find to talk about.
KA ME A — A A ER EALAT Y T —2 KALHA
it AR T A 4

height % % % [hait] |
n. 58
» He was medium height with short dark hair and a pair of glasses.

Wb FIH, RERK, BT SR

immediate family * % % % |
<l > ERFE

» My immediate family is relatively small, just my parents, my two

brothers and me.

KO AAREAG ), HAKEF, AT T oK,

in one’s early 20s * % %
<\l >E_+FHL

» He looks in his early 20s wearing scruffy jean.

ARk =T %k, FHRBFITH

intimate % % % % ['mtimot]

adj. &M

» My relationship with him is not as intimate as my relationship with
John.
KAt X ZILR LAy s X F %

004



Chapter 1 Family, Relatives & Fi

join a sports club * % % * aREs e
< q4 > MNZFRFKED
» [ want to join a sports club to meet new people.

K ALANGE SRR K LR — AT A

nuclear family % % % : |
< W48 > O RE
» The children stay in the nuclear family until they grow up and marry.

BT NEHSEREPEE LI KKXEH,

only child % % % 5 BHEel A
<HA > MEF (%)
» 1 do not have any brothers or sisters. I am an only child.

FAATFRAHIE, KA —NRAEF

open-minded % % % ['oupan 'maindid] |
ad). BAEFFRH

» My father encourages us to be open-minded about new ideas and

experiences.

F LT ZF UM BAN TH ey ik ZB40h TR S,

own flesh and blood * % % % S S e |
<l >FEA, EX

» Obviously my siblings are my own flesh and blood, so I love them

very much.

BRKAUHERA KRG EE, PFARIEF ERAT,

parents * % % ['pearants] : |
n. X&; Bk

» | am living with my parents at the moment, and I visit my

grandparents every weekend.




BRI Ao LA — A, A RBAR K A7 R AL A

relative % * % ['relotiv] |
n. M

» There are laws to maintain safe working conditions and to allow

release time for childbirth, adoption, or to care for sick relatives.
HEERERE AN IR, BT 4, SAARE BB
F AR T VAR

reliable % % % [ri'laobl] |
adj. OJEERY; TIEM

» A good friend has to be reliable. I cannot stand being stood up or

having my emails and texts ignored.
WA R ZERAE, RAFEZRARAE R D LA 8
A,

reserved % % %k [r1'z3:vd] |
adj. (RS9
» They are too reserved in class.

HATERE ERRF T

sensitive % % % % ['sensotiv] : |
adj. BURAY

> She is a little sensitive, often getting offended for seemingly no

reason.
WA — EHE, BF TG HEILTF]FIL,

run in the blood * % % % l

< iA4d > tHRAEE

» All my family are really fond of reading—I guess it runs in the
blood.
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Chapter 1 Family, Relatives & Friends

AR A RAARR B 1 K ACAFIX R R AR
run in the family % % % %
<4 > AR E

» The trait tends to run in the family.
X A AR &) T R A

shared interests % % * % |
< W4 > HE[E RIS

» The appeal of shared interests may be significant to long-term

friendship.
A L R ARG RG] Jy 27 K04 R84 R E R,

sibling % % % % % ['siblm]
n. 5. aA %k

» When we were little there was not very much sibling rivalry between us.

AV G BFAE, RAVZRNR A U F Ik 0 58 5,

skinny * % % % ['skmni] mite: |
adj. RBELE; REMN
» She is medium height, rather skinny and she looks in her late 30s.

Wb FEM, MLEAE, ARR=TEST,

small talk % % * % -

< WA > EiE

» You will never be regarded poorly for trying to make small talk.
do RAXF TR, AN RA AT R,

social function * % % * * ]
< W4 > IR

» He felt a little excited when he came across his former professor




