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Preface

Business English studies are of great practical significance in this new age. Under
“One Belt One Road” initiative proposed by President Xi Jinping in 2013 which is ac-
celerating the economic, social and cultural globalization of our country, the interdisci-
plinary talents of international business management featuring “language plus profes-
sion” cultivated by business English major could better meet national needs to serve
“One Belt One Road” construction. Meanwhile, since the approval of business English
as an undergraduate major outside the catalogue by the Ministry of Education in 2007 ,
business English discipline construction and development has been gaining momentum
in our colleges and universities. Accordingly, there has been an increasingly urgent
need for professional faculties and explorations of and studies on the problems concern-
ing business English.

Against the backdrop of social development in this new era, the 2017 Guangdong
Business English Summer Forum for Graduate Students was held based on the Graduate
Innovation Project initiated by the Department of Education of Guangdong Province.
With the discipline advantage and the joint efforts of the team of experts in business
English studies of Guangdong University of Foreign Studies (GDUFS) , we carried out
a series of academic seminars and workshops, selected from the over 40 papers submit-
ted by the young teachers and graduate students present from across the country, and
compiled this symposium, a book for business English studies which keeps pace with
the times.

This symposium is divided into four parts. The first part deals with the business
English discipline construction, including A Study on the Sustainable Development of
Business English Course Design in Agricultural Universities — implication from the rationa-

lity analysis of Business English course design in South China Agricultural University, A
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Study on the Status Quo of Business English Teaching Staff and Its Construction, A
Study on the Innovation of Business English Talents Cultivation in Foreign Studies Uni-
versities Based on SWOT Analysis under the Background of “One Belt One Road” Initia-
tive — taking the major of business English in Xi’ an International Studies University as an
exam-ple, and Enlightenment on Cultivation of Foreign Language Talents from “ China
Model ASEAN Meeting” . The second is an exploration of business English language,
which consists of Intersubjectivity Construction of Metadis‘course in Corporate Social Respon-
sibility Reports: From the Philosophical Perspective of Communicative Action Theory,
The Study of the Pragmatic Strategies in Corporate Image Reconstruction under Crists,
Interview Program Discourse Analysis Based on Transitivity and Dynamic Multimodality ,
Critical Discourse Analysis of Modal Verbs in 2017 BRICS Talk: A perspective of Func-
tional Systemic Grammar, Cognitive Analysis of Commercial Advertising — from the per-
spective of Conceptual Blending Theory (CBT) and Application of Politeness Principle in
TED Talk on Business. The third part focuses on business English teaching, which in-
cludes A Study on the Reform of Business English Correspondence Course Based on the
Teaching Method of PBLL, The Integration of Intercultural Business Communication
Training and Business English Teaching, Class Presentation and Critical Thinking De-
velopment in Business English Reading, The Teaching of and Course Materials for Listen-
ing & Speaking for Business English Major — A Case Study of Guangdong University of
Foreign Studies, Integrating Reading with Writing to Enhance Business English Majors’
Critical Thinking Ability and An Investigation of the Effects of Chinese College Business
English Majors’ Strategic Employment of Expressions on Their Oral English Communica-
tion. The fourth part contains three papers concerning cross — cultural business commu-
nication and business English translation, namely Corpus — based Business Translation
Studies, Pragmatic Characteristics of BELF Business Meetings Interactions and Cross —
cultural Management Strategies of McDonald’ s in France — Based on a Multimodal Dis-
course Analysis of Three Print Advertisements.

Inheriting the style of 2016 Research on Business English, this book excels in the
following three aspects. First, it pursues constant innovation and strives to keep pace
with the times, in that all the papers collected are the latest research achievements in

2017. Second, the titles and contents of all parts put an emphasis on a promising “ex-
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ploration” . For an exploratory writing, the method may not be appropriate, the re-
search questions may not be profound enough, and even the way of presenting may lack
standardization. However, it’ s quite inspiring that the young teachers and graduate
students, as the pillar of the future development of business English discipline in Chi-
na, have already got such good results so far. Third, an integration is achieved among
the four parts of the book because they are organized according to the current research
orientations of business English, which guarantees the rationality and scientificity of the
classification.

The publication of this book is funded by the High — level University Construction
Project of the Department of Development and Planning, GDUFS, and the Graduate
Innovation Project of Guangdong Province. We would like to express our sincere grati-
tude for their strong support here.

All the chapters were reviewed by Professor Zhu Wenzhong. However, due to the
limited time, there might be some mistakes or shortcomings. Your corrections and com-

ments are highly appreciated.

Zhu Wenzhong
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies
December, 2017
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A Study on the Sustainable Development of Business English Course
Design in Agricultural Universities
—Implication from the Rationality Analysis of Business

English Course Design in South China Agricultural University

LI Yuzhuang HOU Xinting
(School of Foreign Languages, South China Agricultural University,
Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract; With the development of economic globalization, business talents with
proficient English skills are in short supply, especially those in agricultural trade who
are unable to adapt to the strategic needs of One Belt One Road Initiative. As an impor-
tant part of the talents cultivation, whether the Business English course design in agri-
cultural colleges and universities is reasonable with its special features is related to the
competitiveness of the Business English talents training and the sustainable development
of the specialty, which will naturally affect the position of our country’ s agricultural
products in the globalized business competition. Based on the needs analysis models,
this paper adopts both quantitative and qualitative methods to investigate 65 Business
English students in South China Agricultural University and 102 companies including 70
non — agricultural companies and 32 agriculture — related companies by conducting tele-
phone interviews and sending online and offline questionnaires, aiming to examine the
generality and particularity of the course design in South China Agricultural University,
hoping to provide reference and meaningful guidance for the school — based course de-
sign.

Key words: business English; course design; sustainable development; needs

analysis; agricultural colleges and universities
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