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Are computer program,data,and software the same thing?

Software is a basic part of a computer system,but the term“Software”
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has more than on definition.In the early days of the computer industry,it

“

became popular to use the term “software” for all non-hardware components
of a computer.In this context,software referred to computer programs and
the data used by the programs.

The U.S.Copyright Act of 1980 defines software as “a set of statements
or instructions to be used directly or indirectly in a computer in order to
bring about a certain result.” This definition implies that computer soft-
ware is essentially the same as a computer program.It also implies that a

collection of a data,such as a 1list of dictionary words,is not software.
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