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Introduction

The Yi is an ethnic group with a long history in China. They live in Yunnan.
Sichuan, Guizhou and Guangxi provinces. There are also some Yi people living in
Vietnam. Laos and Burma. According to the data of the Sixth National Census in
2010, the population of the Yi people in China is 8. 71 million. They are one of the
largest ethnic groups in Southwest China.

There are many subgroups under the Yi family, and each group calls
themselves in different ways. The subgroups are slightly different in language.
costume and habit, It is estimated that there are more than 50 groups of the Yi
people.

Most scholars believe that the Yi people are descended from the ancient Di-
Qiang people who migrated to Southwest China. In the Tang Dynasty. a kingdom
named Nanzhao appeared in Southwest China in which the Yi people were the
majority. Small Y7 kingdoms like Luodian and Zigi appeared in the Song Dynasty.
The Yuan Dynasty set up native chieftain system to enhance its sovereignty in the
Yi area. Although later the Ming and Qing dynasties tried to bring the autonomous
chieftainates into the regular bureaucratic system, the autonomous system lasted
until the late 1940s. When the People’s Republic of China was founded in 1949,
the slavery still existed in Liangshan area of Sichuan Province.

The traditional religion of the Yi people is a primitive beliefl mostly about
ancestor worship. The Bimo is the priest of the traditional Y7 faith as well as
inheritors of the traditional Yi culture. The creation and development of Yi classics
are closely related with traditional religion and the Bimo priests.

The Y7 people have their own language and script. The Yi language belongs to

the Yi branch of the Tibeto-Burman group of the Sino-Tibetan language family.

4



There are six dialects in the Yi language. each of which includes subdialects.
Different dialects have some differences in pronunciation and vocabulary.

Yi script is an indigenous written system that has not been influenced by other
languages during its development. Y7 script is a square shaped syllabic logographic
system. Characters are tools of communication attached to the spoken language.
The characters of different dialects are different in shape. pronunciation and
meaning. Y7 word formations include the pictographic. the indicative. the
associative and the variants.

In the Y7 language. Yi script are pronounced as [ si” ], [su” ] or [ bu” ma™ ],
while in Chinese historical records, Yi script are called Cuan Words, Wei Words.,
Tadpole Words. Luoluo Words, Bimo Words or Yi Words.

In the history. the Yi people also used Jimu Family Yi Characters and Sam
Pollard Script. One kind of Y7 script in forms of Latin alphabets was also invented
alter the founding of the People’s Republic of China. But these scripts were either
regional. sectional or used in a certain period and haven’t replaced the principal

status of traditional Y7 script.

I

Great in number. Y7 classics are both valuable spiritual wealth for the Yi
people and important cultural heritage for the Chinese nation. as well as a
storehouse of treasured memories for mankind.

There are many carriers of Y7 classics. such as bamboo slips. wooden slips.
bone slips, inscriptions. leather. cloth and paper. In general. paper books are the
majority parts of Yi classics. Most Y7 classics in Yunnan and Sichuan use the tissue
paper while those in Guizhou use the tree bark paper as well as the tissue paper.

Most of traditional Y7 classics are handwritten, so are most of the extant Yi
classics. Woodblock books appeared in the Ming Dynasty. letterpress printing
appeared in the Qing Dynasty. In the Republic of China period. there were even
copies of lithographic books., Though advanced technologies such as the woodblock
printing. the letterpress printing and the lithography were introduced to the Yi
area. they never fully replaced the form of handwritten.

The binding forms of Y7 classics include the hardcover and the paperback. The

5

|- SRR A

uor .)HPUJ]U]



[§

b

<FA

l EEBEIRSY

hardcovers are those books with fibre cover or cotton cover while the paperbacks
have no cover, There is also a unique binding way in which they use one long fibre
or cotton cover as the back cover and roll it up to replace the front cover. There are
also small numbers of sutra bindings.

Yi books are written from top to bottom and from left to right. Some books
have the red lines in order to write neatly. In some books written in dialects. there
are also triangle symbols in the sentences. At the beginning and the end of a
paragraph there is usually an interesting picture to show the start or the end.

Traditionally. Y7 classics are divided into two categories, such as Bimo Teyi
and Zhongzhong Teyi in Liangshan. Sichuan Province. Male Books and Female
Books in the south part of Yunnan Province. and Busu and Tesu in Guizhou
Province. Different areas have different classifications. but books are generally
divided into religious and non-religious ones. Yi classics are rich in content.
covering a wide range of topics. such as politics. economy. philosophy. religion,
ethics. education. history. geography. literature. art, language. text, folklore.
medicine. astronomy. calendrical calculation. military and technology.

Since ancient times, Yi classics are mainly private collections. Although Yi
classics have a long history. the translation and the classification started late, Only
in the last 30 years were the classics collected and classified in a systematic and
organized way. Now there are more than one thousand translated Yi books. The
typical example is Translations and Annotations of the Bimo Scriptures of the Yi
Ethnic Minority (106 volumes) published by the Nationalities Publishing House of

Y unnan.

Il

In this collection. we have chosen some of best classics from the countless Yi
books. The features and value of selected classics are shown in the following
aspects:

The first thing is the regional coverage. There are some regional differences in
Yi classics. This collection have collected some classics from Yunnan Province.
such as Analects of Yi and Han Tutors and Nisu., which belong to the Eastern

dialects Nihainisi . which belongs to the Southeastern dialect, A Book of Baile .
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which belongs to the Southern dialect. There are also Eastern dialect classics
Moshi Su and A Great Book of Xuantong from Guizhou Province. Classics in this
collection have covered most of the Yi areas and reflected the features of different
dialects.

The second thing is the richness and rareness of the contents. Yi classics
collected in this collection cover subjects like philosophy. religion. ethics.
education., history. astronomy. calendrical calculation. occult technique and so on.
Moshi Su s Analects of Yi and Han Tutors . A Book of Baile and Nisu have been
inscribed on the list of the Catalogue of National Rare Books in China. All of them
are national treasures of high academic value.

The third thing is the diversity of the editions. In terms of edition. there are
the woodblock Moshi Su. the regular handwritten A Book of Calendrical
Calculation + and the fine handwritten Nihainisi. In terms of binding, there are
the paperback Nisu and the hardcover Nihainisi. In terms of publishing time.
there are the Ming Dynasty copy Nisu. the Qing Dynasty copy Moshi Su and A
Book of Baile, the Republic of China era copy Nihainisi. Every Yi classic is of
special philological value.

In the process of collecting classics. we had got the help and support of Bi
Weihua. Xiao Huihua. Zhu Juyuan. Liu Yuansheng. Quan Guihua and Gu
Songjie. Li Peng. Li Xinxin. Ye Kangjie and Xu Haitao worked hard both in
picture scanning and material compilation. 1"d like to express my thanks to all of

them.
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