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Chapter One
Pronunciation Course

B8 15BIRE

1. What is yuyin?
fhaftif

Do you and your friends often exchange information on the Wechat (Weixin) or QQ, by text, by voice,
or by video? Your answer is certainly yes. Since chatting by voice is mentioned here, let us talk about its
expression in Chinese. In the Chinese language, this mode of chatting on line is commonly referred to as
“yuyin.” For example, when you say “Women yuyin haoba?” it means “Let’s chat by the voice mode
instead of by text. OK?” But, as will be mentioned later, “yuyin” has different meanings. Is the word
“yuyin” in this sense (i.e. chatting by voice) really what we are going to focus on? Yes and no. If you get
puzzled at this moment, don’t worry; you’ll understand everything after you have read the following.

PRFIR BRI A AT AS R 20 TE B B QQ b A S A s Y T A sc i (5 BB Y /R RE =
IR BRARHEE] T LUE S 385 B, B LLEF IR, AT L R —W 5" . #EDE
, DAE SR UGS O BETE R _EIER , KREEFRZ R BT, BN, inRARUe BANE T IR ?" Ry E
MR BAGEIE WEE, RITF, FAF AL, /5 w2 a8, SUE S, “BE " AFLEER
Wg., WAMERAESZEHEN BT EX M HER(AHEEIR)G? & WAR., WRRA—%
FK, S EEE T B NE  RAML R R LA .

Depending on the specific context, the Chinese word “puyin” may refer to such things as sound of

speech, phonetics, or a course for pronunciation & intonation or for phonetics.

DUE B — W R E 19 B T SCHR AT RBSR - LR A & GRS SR E IR

(1) Sound of speech HIEHIEEH

Speech is the audible form of a language, or the language you can hear. This is the original and basic
meaning of “yuyin.” Most languages used by human beings have two forms: the silent and visible textual
form, and the oral and audible speech form. In other words, you can see and read what is written or
printed, and you can hear what is uttered by human voice. The latter, the sound of speech we can hear, is
what we call “yuyin.” It may include the various sounds we make when we talk, read aloud, and even

when we sing, though we call the series of sounds sung out a song. The sounds, all with meanings, are
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produced for different purposes, for communication, for expression of some sort of feeling, for
performance, for demonstration, and so on. In a general context, sounds of speech are produced to talk,
that is, for communication. So the voice of your friend sent to you on the Wechat or QQ is surely “yuyin”
in the above sense.

VLRI A, LR IE S A B, XREE A L. AEMKHIES LM
LR . —F R I T AT R SCF , —FR A D A TERAR SiIE. XFEAE, 5505
HH Ja& , BEERE S SRR BT, 3SR WIS SR IEE  ERRR R & dR
EE R —Fh, BRI IR WA B E AR, (BX ks SR A B XA S, 858
WM S AR R BRI, % BT, ROV EE”, BRI GRS E S, Y
SRRV LAR B (BEhR ) 2 H BT &t 8915 & . Bt , AR AR AGE 1 3% B QQ A& 45 R i A 23X 1~
B EMEE.

Believe it or not, all human languages were developed with its speech form appearing before its
written form, if any. And till this day there are still some tribes without written language somewhere in the
world. The tribe’s people communicate by talking and singing.
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(2) Phonetics EEZF

Phonetics is a theoretical or applied science involving studies and experiments of “puyin” (sounds of
speech produced for communication). Different studies may have different focuses and use different
methods of research, involving different devices. The study of pronunciation and intonation of a language
belongs to phonetics as well as phonology (the study of the sound system of a given language). But how
you chat by voice on the Wechat or QQ has nearly nothing to do with phonetics. Nor has it anything to do
with the third meaning of “yuyin,” which we are going to discuss next.
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(3) A course related to “yuyin” iBEIRIE

On some occasions, when we speak of “yuyin,” we refer to the act of teaching and learning the
pronunciation & intonation of a foreign language according to a planned course, though occasionally, a
“yuyin” -related course may be one of phonetics. Mostly, such courses are available in universities and

colleges.
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A “yuyin” course for undergraduates or three-year college students aims to help students to find out
about the features and rules about the pronunciation & intonation of a foreign language, so that they can
improve their own pronunciation & intonation and get rid of phonetic barriers in oral communication in a
foreign language.
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A “yuyin” course for graduates is mostly related to phonetics, and even phonology. The purpose of
the course is to help the graduates develop research abilities for further studies of sounds of speech.
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In kindergartens, elementary schools, and middle schools, there are no courses specifically for
“yuyin” (teaching English pronunciation). Students learn English pronunciation by repeating the words
and texts their teachers read aloud, or by imitating the recordings. In some kindergartens, phonics is
introduced to teach children how to read words. Phonics is a method of learning the pronunciation of
words by the relationship between their letters and sounds.
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2. What purposes does the course of English pronunciation
serve?

I ZIF B B R

The course of English pronunciation aims to help you:

ATEEIRTE TR R .

(1) To improve your English pronunciation & intonation K ZEHIEIEEFIE

If you, like many of your classmates, had not received systematic training in English pronunciation &
intonation before you entered the college, your pronunciation & intonation, more or less imperfect with

various problems, needs correcting and improving.
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(2) To enhance your listening ability 25T /17K F

With the improvement of your pronunciation & intonation, your ability to tell one sound from another
will be promoted accordingly. Your sound discriminating ability may greatly influence your listening
ability that is also a major factor affecting the effectiveness and efficiency of English communication.
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(3) To cope with the pronunciation of new words fRREREZET

Although you have had many years’ experience of learning English, you may not be good at making
use of phonetic transcriptions provided in dictionaries or text-books for pronunciation of new words. Nor
are you necessarily good at guessing the correct pronunciation of a word through the means of phonics, i.e.
by making use of corresponding relations between the spelling and the sound. This course will provide the
opportunity for you to develop such skills.
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3. Why should you improve your English pronunciation?

I 2B R

Do you agree to the reasons listed below? If none applies to you, add your own.
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(1) For better communication F{E3Zif

With a good English pronunciation, you can exchange information with other English speakers

without phonetic barriers on our part, making the communication more effective and more efficient.
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(2) To please others as well as yourself A2

A good English pronunciation may not only please the listener(s), but also make yourself more

confident in communication.
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(3) To identify yourself as an English major if you are &I &l

If you are an English major, your pronunciation should be good enough to match your identity,
showing that you are really an English major, that is, you are an expert in English, other than a layman and
amateur learner.
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(4) To earn credits for you A{RINS

If you are a contestant in an oral English contest, you may very well first impress the judges by your
pronunciation. In most such contests, pronunciation is the foremost appraisal index. The same is true of an
English-related job interview.
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(5) To demonstrate pronunciation in teaching X & R3E

While in college, you may work part-time as an English tutor. And after graduation, you may find a
job in a kindergarten or elementary school as an English teacher. In either case, your pronunciation should
be good enough to be exemplary. A poor pronunciation is very likely to set a bad example for your
students, which is certainly not what you hope for.
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4. What is a good pronunciation like?

2 S A S

It all depends what a good pronunciation is. For instance, it may first depend on what the word
“pronunciation” means. Mostly this word only refers to speech sound articulation and word pronunciation.
That’s why there is the expression of “pronunciation & intonation,” in which pronunciation is in its
narrow sense because of the addition of the word “intonation.” In a broad sense, pronunciation means how
each individual sound, word and sentence of a language are uttered, including rhythm and intonation.

Secondly, the question of what a good pronunciation is may also depend on our criteria about the question



