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Edgar Allan Poe (1809—1849)

Edgar Allan Poe was born in Boston, Massachusetts,
on January 19, 1809. His father and mother were hoth
actors, and he was the second child of the family, with
an elder brother and a younger sister. His father
abandoned their family in 1810, and his mother died in
1811. The three children were then adopted by three
different families. Poe was taken to a wealthy merchant
family in Richmond. His foster parents ( John Allan and
Frances Valentine Allan ) gave him a good care and
education, though they never formally adopted him.

But in 1826, when Poe registered at the University of

Virginia, where gambling, tobacco and alecohol were

popular among students at that time, the young Poe began to gamble and drink
excessively. There were many other reasons for his serious personal problems like heavy
debts and John Allan’s disapproval of his marriage to Sarah Elmira Royster ( known as
Shelton, who inspired probably Poe’s famous poems “The Raven” and * Annabel
Lee” ). Poe also had many other conflicts with his foster father. Without financial
support, Poe studied at the University of Virginia for only one year and dropped out
finally. In 1827, he fled to Boston and joined the United States Army under the name
of “Edgar A. Perry”. He published in the same year his first book of poetry Tamerlane
and Other Poems. In 1829, Poe’s foster mother died. The tense relation between the
foster father and son eased a little and then John Allan subsidized Poe to enter West
Point. Poe’s second poetry collection Al Aaraaf, Tamerlane and Minor Poems was
published in the same year. In 1830, John Allan remarried and the relation between
Poe and him worsened again. He disowned Poe. Poe disliked the rigid life in West
Point, so he deliberately broke rules there and was expelled in the end. Shortly after
the expulsion, Poe’s third anthology Poems (1831) was released.

In 1831, Poe’s elder brother died of alcoholism. It gave Poe a lesson and he
decided to be a writer (the first well-known American writer who earned a living by
writing alone ). Poe’s first attempts at some stories won some literary prizes and came to
some writers and critics” attention. He worked successively with the Southern Literar
Messenger, Burton's Gentleman’s Magazine, Broadway Journal, etc. And during this
period, he was ever dismissed because of alecoholism. He worked as a freelance writer

sometimes, and he even tried to establish his own magazine. All the things, however,
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did not drag him out of poverty. On the other hand, his poems, stories, reviews and
other works were widely published by many major journals and publishing houses. He
was more popular in Europe than in America. But critics are still divided about his
works as well as his personal life. An American anthologist Rufus Wilmot Griswold
(1815—1857 ) even defamed Poe in the only full biography at that time. Poe’s
posthumous fame kept rising.

Poe was the most influential American author of the 19" century. He wrote not
only Gothic poems but also short stories, satire reviews, and some essays on cosmology
and cryptography. His poetry was a kind of dark romanticism which laid stress on the
dark side of humanity. His fictions had many new popular elements like tight logic,
pseudosciences, humor, suspense, horror atmosphere construction and so on. He was
generally considered the father of the detective fiction. As regards poetry, his famous
works were: “Tamerlane” (1827), “To Helen” (1831), “The Raven” (1845),
“Annabel Lee” (1849), etc. In terms of tales, his masterpieces included The
Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym (1838), The Fall of the House of Usher (1839), The
Murders in the Rue Morgue (1841), The Masque of the Red Death (1842). He also
wrote some critical essays to review some famous writers including his contemporaries or
to articulate his literary views like The Philosophy of Composition (1846) and The Poetic
Principle (1848) , elc.

Poe’s wife was his first cousin Virginia Clemm (1822—1847), though he was ever
engaged to two other women. She inspired some of Poe’s writing and her early death was
a great blow for Poe. Poe was also in poor health and always found drunk during
Virginia's illness. In 1849, Poe decided to marry his adolescent sweetheart, widowed
Shelton, but on October 3, he was found delirious on the streets of Baltimore. Four
days later, he died at the Washington Medical College. The cause of Poe’s death
remained a mystery, presumably alcoholism or cerebral hemorrhage, and some even
guessed that he was killed because he was an unwilling citizen to vote for someone. Poe
was buried at the back of Westminster Hall and moved to a new grave with a larger

monument in 1875.

To Helen '

Helen, thy beauty is to me

Like those Nicean barks of yore,’
That gently, o’er a perfumed sea,
The weary, way-worn wanderer’ bore

To his own native shore.
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On desperate seas long wont® 1o roam,
Thy hyacinth hair’, thy classic face,
Thy Naiad” airs have brought me home
To the glory that was Greece,

And the grandeur that was Rome.

Lo, in yon brilliant window niche
How statue-like I see thee stand,

The agate lamp within thy hand!

Ah, Psyche’, from the regions which
Are Holy Land!

R ERR R

L (Bulgte) MRBOokHZN® - hEnt— A i 6 (Jane Stith
Stanard, 1793—1824) , 7E#HMEMIET, B EH YT AN A (Zeus and Leda) 1
7L, BHRERESE—F L, LREMEREIETRBAHEN (Menelaus) , $§
W (Troy) EFMAHEET (Pans) #MERIERWESIMIEE rih, 51 rEHM
FEIB RS

2. A EAREH TG (simile) ROUBEE T, JOEROY3E LET H S
) =MEfi. Nicea: /NEAHE (Asia Minor) HJJEVE SR, LU M4 T, X%)
&4 TR #EE (Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1772—1834) (FH#H 5 &4 ) ( “Youth
and Age"” , written and revised from 1823 to 1832, published in 1834) 1 “ Like
those trim skiffs, unknown of yore” f354],

3. 3k# (alliteration) FIFFIKFHA SN iR milE £ H | 57 & A LA
G lnl 2 i,

4. wont: accustomed, R T 1.

5. hyacinth: 4, K5 T, #7Kll. hyacinth hair: perfumed and wavy hair,
FIMEINEX.

6. Naiad: a water nymph, AR(HBI#3Hr, #E A AK Pl & .

7. Psyche: goddess of the soul, FEHL, MG A0 S, %M L Er
Z3., Y5 —¥F4] “The agale lamp within thy hand”™ %3 4 (19 # 5 (allusion) ,
FHPWE E SN REEF RN ES, T T o e amEn, $iE D5
K, BT ERAFRENEZ, SHEN A E L, FREHRERER
ARLYE A s E R

X A RTRE £ GT R BRI, Bk, Rik MER - G B
PR T AL LSRR, Ltz " B EBAEZMR - WD — S A
—REZ M, 1831 AEILF AR RTE (AR - WiF5E) (Poems of Edgar A. Poe) i,

(Bufpfe) BREI RN U L AR TR AL A T8, I e bl o SR
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FEASCFI R, FHRMERG . FEB(, 2RexdotE i iR IE mE M, 8 A0
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Questions

1. Who is the speaker in this poem? What is the relationship between Helen and
the speaker?

2. In what way is the poem a Romantic lyrie?

The Raven '’

Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary,
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore—

While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,
As of someone gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door—

“ ' Tis some visitor,” 1 muttered, “tapping at my chamber door—

Only this and nothing more. ”

Ah, distinetly | remember it was in the bleak December;

And each separate dying ember wrought its ghost upon the floor.
Fagerly I wished the morrow—vainly I had sought to borrow
From my books surcease of sorrow’—sorrow for the lost Lenore—
For the rare and radiant maiden whom the angels name Lenore—

Nameless here for evermore.

And the silken, sad, uncertain rustling of each purple curtain
Thrilled me—filled me with fantastic terrors never felt before ;
So that now, to still the beating of my heart, I stood repeating
“"Tis some visitor entreating entrance at my chamber door—
Some late visitor entreating entrance at my chamber door—

This it is and nothing more. "

Presently my soul grew stronger; hesitating then no longer,
“Sir,” said 1, “or Madam, truly your forgiveness I implore;
But the fact is 1 was napping, and so gently you came rapping,
And so faintly you came tapping, tapping at my chamber door,

That I scarce was sure I heard you” —here 1 opened wide the door—



