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Zou Rui

Born in Changzhou, Jiangsu Province in 1992, Zou Rui began to learn the piano when
she was six, and had been taught by Professor Tang Zhe at the Piano Department of the
Shanghai Conservatory of Music, before winning a Third Prize in the First International
Alberti Piano Competition. She was admitted to the Composition Department of the
Central Conservatory of Music in 2011, studying with Professors Chang Ping, Qin
Wenchen and Guo Wenjing. In 2013, she came first in the Sixth Chinese Con Tempo New
Chamber Music Composition Contest, and her composition was premiered by the
ensemble Con Tempo Beijing, while the score was published by the German Sikorski
Press. Her other achievements include: being selected to participate at the Beijing
International Composition Master Class in 2014, with compositions first performed by the
Windkraft Ensemble of Austria; gaining Third Prize in the Tenth "Yanhuang Cup" Student
New Music Composition Contest in Chengdu, China; being awarded Second Prize in the
Chinese and Western Mixed Class of the Second Voice of China Composition Contest,
with winning works performed at the Beijing Modern Music Festival; gaining Third Prize
in the Eighth "Yanhuang Cup" Accordion Ensemble Composition Contest; her chamber
opera composed in 2014 were included in the Chinese Chamber New Operas Creation
Promotion Project, as well as part of the Department of Culture’s "National Arts Funded
Project" the following year. She was admitted to the Composition Department of Central
Conservatory of Music as a postgraduate student in 2015, having scored the highest mark
in her professional examinations. In 2016, she studied at the Hamburg Music and Theater
University in Germany for a year as an exchange student, under tutelage of Professor

Xiaoyong Chen.
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Swan Forest is a musical portrait of a true story: in the ancient beautiful and
prosperous land of Qi and Lu Kindoms, the current Shandong Province, there
used to be a paradise, with scenic lakes embraced by trees, tranquilly but
securely secluding the wetlands. There were trains of rare birds — swans —from
Siberia annually migrating temporarily to this oasis, seemingly enjoying their
relief from the severe northern weather. Yet this robust activity has been, in
recent years, hampered by rapid urbanization, leading to the disappearance of
trees along the banks, and inevitably, with the erection of less welcoming
industrial and commercial buildings. The original blue sky has been replaced by
highly polluting smog, while the clear water of the lake has become turbid,
emitting onerous pungent odour. In spite of such adverse changes, the swans
are adamant that they would not surrender their migrated home, and are
determined to live there, against all odds. The reality is that pollution has led to
a serious decline in the supply of food, forcing the birds to consume available
residual nutrientsfrom refuse, highly detrimental to their well-being. While the
swans are in a state of despair,a young man bravely managed to shake mankind
out of their complacency, as he is as assertive as ever in striving to protect the

environment, and to recover the lost paradise.
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Instruments

Soprano
Tenor

Baritone

Flauto / Piccolo

1 percussion player

( Timpani / Piatti / Triangolo / Glockenspiel / Vibrafono )
Bayan

Piano

Violino

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabasso
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