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Preface

The Ge (‘elder brother’) ware ranks among the Five Great Wares of the Song dynasty and is as prestigious as the Ru, Guan, Ding and Jun
wares. It had been made for the court and was therefore always highly valued. The Ming dynasty work Manual of Xuande Ritual Vessels
(Xuande Dingyi Pu) mentions “the Chai, Ru, Guan, Ge, Jun and Ding wares in the royal court collection”, and the Qianlong Emperor of
the Qing dynasty also greatly cherished Ge wares. The Ge wares now in the collections of two Palace Museums in Beijing and Taipei had
belonged to the royal collections of successive dynasties. Together with other heirloom pieces scattered in China and overseas collections,
heirloom Ge wares total only about 300 pieces.

Like for Guan (official) ware of the Northern Song, the kiln site for heirloom Song Ge ware is yet to be ascertained (ge means
elder brother, referring to the elder of two potter brothers in ancient texts). Therefore it is yet hard to fully understand Ge wares from an
archaeological perspective. Since 1956, numerous archaeological excavations were conducted at major kiln sites in Longquan, such as
those at Dayao, Xikou and Jincun. The celadons unearthed in Longquan include both pieces with white bodies and with black bodies. The

| black-bodied celadon is very thinly potted, while its glaze is relatively thick, luscious and clear. Both bluish-green or grayish-green glazed

. wares have fine crackles of variable size. Also found are celadons with a thick body and thick glaze. Traditionally, this type of celadon is

called imitation Guan ware of Longquan and it is also known from historical records. However, such Longquan products have never been
called Ge ware, because they differ in style from the Song Ge wares in court collections. Clearly, it is not appropriate to designate such
Longquan products as Guan or Ge wares. Further complicating the issue is the fact that heirloom pieces designated as Song Ge wares may
be hard to distinguish from Song Guan wares. The Shanghai Silicon Institute had analysed a heirloom piece regarded as Ge ware, and its
chemistry clearly differs from those unearthed from Longquan kiln sites. The kiln site for heirloom Ge wares is yet to be determined, and

. scholars have diverse views. It is hoped that frank and open discussions on such as academic questions help to advance our researches

through collective wisdom.

Song Ge wares have distinct features. Tall upright pieces such as vases (zhuogi) are usually based on ancient bronze vessels and look
archaistic, unpretentious, classic and well potted. Their body material is hard and firm and may look gray, oily gray, black or ochre. Some
bodies are coarse and loose and give a dull sound when knocked, which appear loess yellowish and underfired. Glaze of Ge wares is thick
and opaque milky, and may be bluish green, grayish celadon, oily gray, moon white, grayish yellow, or deep or pale yellowish (mi huang
like raw unhulled rice grain). The Ge ware glaze features ice-like crackles of different patterns, which form a web of fine light yellowish
lines like gold threads, with distinct thicker black lines like iron wires, known as ‘Gold Thread and Iron Wire! The glaze contains many air
bubbles, which have been likened to ‘Accumulated Foam and Stringed Beads’. The surface of Ge ware glazes looks soft, moist, and creamy
luscious. Mouth rims of Ge wares tend to be narrow and pointed, where the thick glaze drains during firing and reveals the black body
material, traditionally termed ‘Purple Mouth’ The glaze tends to pool slightly below the mouth rim and forms a slightly raised narrow rib,
which is a distinct feature of Ge and Song Guan wares not seen on imitations and any later ceramics from other regions. Ge wares may be
fully glazed and fired on tiny spurs, or otherwise have the glaze at the footring wiped off, exposing the dark body, which is known as ‘Iron
Foot’ Those supported in the kiln on spurs, show spur marks tiny like sesame seeds, as seen on other fine Song wares. The spur marks vary
in number, usually three to five for small vessels like bowls and dishes, or six to seven for bigger vessels such as brush washers. Tripods and
other incense burners often also have a varied number of spur marks on the inside, caused by supporting smaller vessels during firing, a
method not used in later times.

To celebrate the 92™ anniversary of the Palace Museum, the Ceramic Research Institute (formerly the Research Centre of Ancient
Ceramics) of the Palace Museum is organising the exhibition Gold Thread and Iron Wire: Ge Wares of the Palace Museum, as well as the
Palace Museum Academic Symposium on Ge Wares. Distinguished experts and scholars from home and abroad will surely present much
new research material and studies for discussion, and I believe we will encounter many new discoveries and results.



This exhibition has received strong support from many organisations, such as the Zhejiang Province Research Institute of Cultural
Relics and Archaeology, Hangzhou Municipal Research Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology, the Shanghai Museum, the
Longquan Celadon Museum, the Shandong Museum, and the Capital Museum. I wish to extend my most sincere thanks to all these
organisations.

I am delighted at the age of 95 this year to see the Ceramic Research Institute conduct research on Ge wares as a celebration of the
92" anniversary of the Palace Museum, and to be able to make some contribution according to my capacity. I write these sincere remarks
as a preface for the book about to be printed. '

Geng Baochang
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Foreword

The Ru, Guan, Ge, Ding and Jun wares are collectively known as the Five Great Wares in Chinese ceramic history. The Palace Museum
is one of the state museums with the finest quality and largest number of such wares. Most of these are inherited from the Qing court
collection, and they form a specific collection in themselves. In order to conduct a complete and deep study of the Five Great Wares, the
Ceramic Research Institute of the Palace Museum organised from 2010 to 2015 special exhibitions respectively focusing on the Guan,
Ding, Jun and Ru wares. This year we launch the last of this series of exhibitions, namely Gold Thread and Iron Wire: Ge Wares of the Palace

| Museum.

Among the Five Great Wares it is only the kiln site for Ge wares that has yet to be determined. Scholars have diverse opinions on its
probable location, but have not reached final conclusions. However, it is indisputable that the Qing court collection includes numerous
pieces that ought to be Ge wares. Such heirloom pieces designated as Ge wares (heirloom Ge wares) usually have a dark body. Their glazes

' vary in colour, which may be grayish celadon or yellowish celadon of beige or buff tone, the latter reminiscent of raw, unhulled rice grains

(mi huang). The glazes are thick and look fatty and luscious, with the soft moist feel of cream. Ge ware glaze features crackles that vary in
size, thickness and tone, termed ‘Gold Thread and Iron Wire. While common Ge ware forms include bowls, dishes and brush washers,
some Ge wares copy shapes of bronze ritual vessels of the Shang and Zhou dynasties, such as censers in the form of gui or ding, and bottle
vases with tubular handles (arrow vases), which look archaistic, unpretentious, classic and elegant. Since 1950s, some ceramics with
crackled grayish celadon glazes have been discovered in archaeological excavations of tombs, hoards and kiln sites across China, and these
provide important materials for clarifying questions related to Ge wares.

The ceramics in the present exhibition are mainly heirloom pieces designated as Ge wares (heirloom Ge wares), and imitations of Ge
wares/glazes from the collection of the Palace Museum. In addition there are fragments and restored pieces unearthed from kiln sites in
Zhejiang province. These include those from Dayao kiln site,Wayaolu kiln site of Xiaomei town, and Wayaoyang kiln site of Xikou village
of Chatian town, both in Longquan city, and those from Laohudong in Hangzhou city. Also represented in the exhibition are ceramics
loaned from organisations such as the Shanghai Museum, the Shandong Museum, the Capital Museum, which include heirloom pieces
designated as Ge wares, as well as related complete vessels and fragments unearthed from sites of the Yuan capital Dadu in present-day
Beijing and some Yuan dynasty tombs.
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