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Introduction

The Mongols in China mainly live in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region as
well as Xinjiang. Liaoning. Jilin. Heilongjiang, Gansu, Qinghai and Hebei
provinces. A few more scatter in Ningxia. Henan, Sichuan. Yunnan. Beijing.
Shandong and Shaanxi. According to the data of the Sixth National Census in
2010+ there are about 5. 98 million Mongols in China. most of them living in the
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region.

The Argun River is the birthplace of the Mongols. They called themselves
*Mongol”. The word “Menggu” lirst appeared in The Old Book of Tang and The
National Records of Khitan to describe a tribe of Shiwei.

The 13th and 14th centuries were the golden days of the Mongols. In 1206,
Genghis Khan united all the Mongolian tribes and established the Union of the
Mongols. From then on. he defeated more enemies and founded the Mongol
Empire across the Eurasia. In 1271, Kublai Khan changed the state title to “Yuan”
and moved the capital to Dadu (Today’s Beijing). The Yuan Dynasty played an
important role in Chinese history. being the [irst dynasty established by an ethnic
minority, and laying the cornerstone f[or the [ormation and development of China
as a multi-ethnic group country.

The Mongols worship Shamanism. a traditional polytheism. In 1260. Kublai
Khan named Phagspa as the National Preceptor and Buddhism became the national
religion.

The Mongolian language belongs to the Mongolian branch of the Altaic
language [amily. The Mongolian language in China is further divided into the Inner
Mongolia dialect. the Oirat dialect, and the Barga-Buryat dialect. The Inner
Mongolia dialect has six subdialects.
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In the past. the Mongols used Uyghur-style Mongol script. Phags-pa script.
Clear Script. Soyombo script, Vagindar script and Mongolian Cyrillic script.
Among these languages, Uyghur-style Mongol script has been used for the longest
time and lelt the most numerous classics. Although Mongolian Cyrillic seript has
come into use in the state of Mongolia from 1940s. Inner Mongolia in China still
widely use Uyghur-style Mongol script. It is hard to confirm when the Mongols
started to use Uyghur-style Mongol scripts but there’s no doubt that Uyghur-style
Mongol script was created on the basis of the old Uyghur language.

Uyghur-style Mongol script has a special place in the history ol Mongolian
philology. Although the Mongols reformed their written system many times. they
used Uyghur-style Mongol script as a prototype. Uyghur-style Mongol script not
only influenced Mongolian culture. but also made a big impact on other related
ethnic minorities. In 1599, following the order of Nurhaci, his two advisors Erdeni
and Gagai created Manchu script on the basis of Uyghur-style Mongol script. In
1947, the Sibe people created Sibe script based on Manchu seript. which further

shows the influence of Uyghur-style Mongol script.

|

Uyghur-style Mongolian classics are recorded on a variety of carriers.
including gold. stone. silk. bone. brich bark, wood and paper. Among these
carriers, most of Uyghur-style Mongolian classics are written on papers made in
China or Russia. and a few on paper made by the Mongols themselves,

It is hard to conflirm the start of the printing technology among the Mongols.
The woodblock printing appeared in the Yuan Dynastys; the copperplate printing
and the letterpress appeared in the Qing Dynasty and the lithographic printing
appeared in the Republic of China. However. the vast majority of Uyghur-style
Mongolian classics are handwritten. written from top to bottom and from lelt to
right.

Uyghur-style Mongolian classics are rich in content and cover many areas
including linguistics, literature. history. religion, folk custom. medicine,
politics. ete.

During the Yuan Dynasty, Mongol Empire’s Great Khan established a big
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library to collect all kinds of books. During the Qing Dynasty. Uyghur-style
Mongolian classics were mainly collected in monasteries.

Since the 1980s. there have been huge achievements in the collection and
collation work of Uyghur-style Mongolian classics. In 1980, The Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region founded the editorial board of Book Series of Mongolian
Classics and decided to publish Book Series of Mongolian Classics « Book Series o f
Mongol Folk Literatures and Book Series of Translations of Querseas Mongolian
Study. With the written language being preserved., oral classics also received
enough attention. In 1999, Catalogue o f Ancient Mongolian Books and Documents
of China (3 volumes) was published. In 2002. Catalogue of Mongolian Ganjuur
and Danjuur (2 volumes) were published. Thanks to concerted efforts. the four-
hundred-volume series Kanjur and Tanjur in Mongolian were published. which
marked further accomplishments in the collection and collation work of Uyghur-
style Mongolian classics. In addition. many Uyghur-style Mongolian classics
collected in the First Historical Archives of China have been published and provide

a primary source to Mongolian studies.

Il

There are countless Uyghur-style Mongolian classics in existence. Considering
the limited space, we selected A Bunch of White Lotus  Good Mottos for
Distinguishing the Wise and the Foolish. It is a famous Tibetan instruction poem
written by the 14th Gandan Tripa Sonam Drakpa and was translated into
Mongolian by a Buryat Mongolian named Ngawang Losang Kelsang Trinpa. It is a
rare woodblock book in Buryat areas. The Buryat people live mainly in Russia, so
[ew Buryat woodblock books are found or noticed in China. Therefore. it is of very
high academic value in the printing history of the Buryat people and the woodblock

printing culture of Uyghur-style Mongol script.
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