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Preface 1

As one of the earliest natural museums, Dalian Natural History Museum dates back to
1907. After moving and revamping its exhibition space in 1995, Dalian Natural History
Museum became the only museum to simultaneously receive top ten exhibition awards and
the “Best New Materials, New Technology Application Award”. After the turn of the new
century, taking advantage of its geological location in Liaoning Province, Dalian Natural
History Museum became the leader in the research of Jehol fossils, and obtained great
recognition. Also, it was the first museum in our country to receive the contributions
made by Mr. Kenneth E. Behring, and built the first exhibition of African wildlife. And
Dalian Natural History Museum is the first museum conferred an “AAAA tourist
attractions” designation. In the last century, Dalian Natural History Museum has made
important contributions to the cause of natural history museums in China.

Nowadays, when human civilization is challenged by the scientific concept of
development, facing shortage of resources, dealing with extreme weather and frequent
natural disasters, and also facing serious threats to survival and development, we need to
think about the role that natural history museums play in leading people to care about
nature, to love life, to protect the environment and our earth, and to consider how to make
the best contribution to the future of human civilization. ’

Compared with many other natural history museums in the world, Chinese natural
history museums started late, and lag in both the size and the number of collections. But
like their earlier counterparts, the Chinese museums now address the same problematic
issue, which is the relationship between humans and nature. Therefore, the future leaders
of natural history museums will be those who can study and weigh the situation, seize the
opportunity, meet the challenges, make continuous innovations, and be truly community —
oriented in disseminating scientific and cultural values.

In order to promote the development of Chinese natural history museums, Dalian
Natural History Museum plays to its strengths and publishes a series named “Collections in
Dalian Natural History Museum”. We are grateful to our colleagues in Dalian Natural
History Museum for their contributions in the series.

It is my sincere wish that the series will Play an active role in sharing resources among

all natural history museums. [ also wish the series every success in its publication.

Xu Shanyan
June 8,2012, Beijing
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PREFACE 1

When I opened Atlas of Rare Fish, one of the Highlights of the
Dalian Natural History Museum quietly, I was surprised by its elegant
binding design,concise words and beautiful composition. Those marine
life that once wandered in the rivers, lakes and seas were jumping,
swimming, which captured my imagination. Put the book on the desk,
read a page, and then I remember that Seven Eel is in fact the freshwa-
ter fish. Lay it beside the pillow, read a few words, and [ am curious
about some singular naming methods. For example, the bullhead sharks
sound like very fierce sharks but they feed on small fish and shrimps.
We should not take the words too literally.And this is what popular
science books should be like.

Darwin once said, “I have been able to succeed in science, and the
most important reason is that I love science and adhere to long—term
exploration.” Dalian Natural History Museum workers’ love of natu-
ral science and their spirit of tireless exploration of the science deeply
moved me. As [ read through the book, some scenes continued to ap-
pear in my head—As if they were carefully selecting the fish speci-
mens, taking photos in a variety of ways, outlining the pictures little by
little and considering the text one by one...

There are a thousand Hamlets in a thousand people’s eyes. This
book will attract different groups of readers. Maybe it is the reading
material for kids who just know what fish is; maybe it is the textbook
for teenagers who just begin to explore the ocean. The morphological
characteristics, living habits, geographical distribution and economic
value of fish in this book, will be a beacon for people who love nature

on the way of exploring nature.

Gao Dabin
Director of Dalian Municipal Science and Technology Bureau
Autumn, 2016
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FOREWORD

The ocean is the cradle of life, giving birth to a lot of fantastic marine life. As
one of the most important class groups of ocean life, the marine fish is favored by peo-
ple for its multiple class groups, beautiful morphology and great ecomomic value,
which also becomes the object for people to breed, collect and study.

Dalian Natural History Museum is a comprehensive natural history museum,
which is characterized by its local feature of marine life and marine biological speci-
mens are the most representative items in it. Our museum owns two independent ex-
hibition halls—the Chondrichthyes hall and the Osteichthyes hall. The various speci-
mens in these two halls are main contents of our activities to popularize scientific
knowledge. Dalian Natural History Museum has nearly 20,000 marine fish specimens.
However, due to space limitation, we are not able to show all specimens to the public,
which greatly weakens the role that the collection plays. Breaking through various
kinds of constraints and taking full advantage of the limited resources has always been
the bounden duty of everyone in the museum. Hence, we have selected 470 species
of rare marine fish specimens from 6 classes and 199 families to form this book. With
colorful pictures and concise introduction of the morphological characteristics, life
habits, geological distribution and economic value of each specimen, we hope this
book will present the specimens of fish collections in Dalian Natural History Museum
to the public and help those fish lovers, students in colleges as well as people who are
engaged in fish research and collection.

We appreciate the support given by the leaders in Dalian Municipal Science and
Technology Bureau, colleagues in Dalian Natural History Museum and Liaoning
Normal University Press. We also thank other friends, readers and colleagues for their
help, concern, support and correction in the writing and publication of the book.

Due to the limitation of time @nd knowledge, there may be inevitable defects in this

book. We welcome any advice from our readers. =

Zhao Bo
Curator of Dalian Natural History Museum
In Autumn of 2016
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