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Preface s =

Hi Everybody,

I'd like to say a few words about this book before you begin. First of all,
| came to the realization that many of the English conversation books on the
Chinese market today don't really cater enough to Chinese learners. By that |
mean that many of these books don't really succeed in getting learners to “‘open
their mouths”. After many conversations with friends and students, | decided
to publish my own material, which | had already successfully used in the
classroom.

This book is only intended for spoken English. If you do use it for written
purposes, it's advisable to have an English teacher or a native speaker guide
you.

As you probably know by now, spoken and written English can differ quite
a lot. | have tried to make the following conversations as true to natural English
conversations as possible. To reinforce the phrases used in the dialogues, |

have also included many practical examples. My aim here is to make educated




conversational English as accessible to non-native speakers as possible. | hope
you find this book entertaining and useful for everyday conversations.

Enjoy!

Best regards.

David O’Mahony
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~ * come from all over M :

So how was Paris?
Fascinating!

In what way?

The people for one thing. They *come from all over and speak and behave in so

many different ways.
What’s so special about that? We learned about that in Geography class.

It’s one thing learning about foreign peoples and cultures from a book and quite

another' seeing them with your own eyes. It’s much more complex.
I suppose you’re right. So what was your most interesting memory of Paris?

That’s hard. One memory stands out,” though. Spending a whole afternoon in the
Spanish Quarter in Paris, eating delicious food and feeling so at home. The people
there treated me like one of their own'.

Well, you can’t get that experience. from reading books.

You got that right!

come from everywhaw/all over the vmrld ;
maimmw {
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KEX&MPLE SENTENCES UsiNGg DIALOGUE PHRASESB

"1, i's ane thing...and quite another

It’s one matter doing this, but *a very different matter doing that/
often used like this: It is reasonable to do this...but very unreasonable

to do that... =+ ERGTE, ~R—EE----RHN—EE CHBY—4F
RAEN, MBI —FENRTAEN)

It’s one thing visiting that country but quite another living there.
EMTERROFRSOF, EEPIXZESI—EHT.

b. It’s one thing askin‘ﬁﬁfor food but quite another asking for money.

WIERAT RS R R EIL.

. It’s one thing needing help with your homework. It’s another asking
someone to do it for you.
FELREHRSE—@E, HYABTCHELRBIH—EE.

*can refer to sth. difficult/dangerous/uncomfortable TRAfE#M. &
K ol A EF AR Y

. One memory stands out,
one memory is quite vivid/ unique H—Me1Z4 3R %

. One memory, in particular, stands out. That was the time we hiked
up the mountain.
E—MCIZEARR, BERNES LG E.

b. One memory stands out from all the rest. That was the day I arrived

here.
ERAMICIZH, B—MEREZL, AERRIFEXILAIBEK.

.treated me like one of their own

treated me like a family member/ like one of their compatriots/
countrymen HHRAER , TIERYHIIA

They treated me like one of their own.

A ERBEREM NP —R.

She treated him like one of her own.
whiefh L E B RAE.




-—([5TUDENT ExcuANf:E ]}

A

B

w

We were discussing body language in school today.
Body language? You mean gestures and stuff like that?

Exactly. Our teacher was telling us that there are 700,000 forms of body language

in the world. We talked about curious gestures I had never heard of before.
Such as?

Well, for example people in some parts of Greece, Bulgaria and Turkey nod their

heads to indicate “no”.

That’s strange. From what I heard, tapping your nose in England means “confidential”,
but it means “Watch out!” in Italy .

And then there are cultures in Philippines, North America and South America that

point with their lips, like we point with our fingers.

That is weird. But get this!” The curled-index finger-into-the thumb sign or
‘OK’ sign means fine to you and me, right?...But “worthless” in France, and it’s
considered an insult in Greece, Brazil, Italy, Turkey, and Russia. Oh yeah. I almost
forgot! That “thumb up” sign, meaning ‘Great!’, is an insult in most African

countries.

Wow! We could go on and on. There’s jhst so much to learn about body language,
and so much to think about.

That’s for sure!
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1. From what | heard,
{8 Based on what I’ve heard/According to what I have heard FUri,

- EERFR

a. From What I heard, *he got everything he deserved.
ﬁﬂﬁiﬁf&%@ﬁﬁ’ﬁmﬁﬁ.

b. From what I heard, he *took off without a word.
RYTiR M —EHA R RMET .
*He got the punishment he deserved./He got his just deserts. ft:{§
BT REGER.
*leave suddenly without saying anything/without saying a word %
R—ERKHEF ~

2. Get this!

Imagine this; try to grasp this (if you can)/expressed when telling
someone something that will surprise them. 8&—T! (MR TLIIE)
HREALZ) (REEREARIMRE. LHROHEL)

a. Get this! *School is out today because of the bad weather.
FBER! RAXSES, SXFREBERT.

b. Get this! Scientists have just discovered a new way to make glass.
HRBR—T! HERCSKEI T —MHEBBOF 4.

*Schools are closed. £ {&iR.

3. We could go on and on.
We could continue to talk about it. AT BUEANFE.
a. We could go on and on about all the ways to improve things, but first

we have to get the support of the administration.
RMNTLUEHRZ BGHAF %, BRINELEFIEEHIINXSE.

b. We could go on and on about how awful things are, but what good
would it (that) do?
BOTUBRBREMZHEE 2 LMK, BREHLHRE?

4. That’s for surel
@ That’s certain! HEEEM!
a. A: We're doing better than before.
AT L AR S
B: That’s for sure!
FRH EH!
b. A: You're looking a lot happier now than you did yesterday.
HRREBLKLERFLET .
B: That’s for sure!
ERHEM!
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ADVANCED. .. e She

There’s universal body language we all understand.

Right. Most people nod te indicate' “yes”, shake their heads from side to side
\9\. EZxw, TR ¥

to indicate “no”. But believe it or not,” not everyone in the world uses these
TN RUMREETE 1B SR, R P

conventional gestures. In Bulgéﬁé béoplé' move their heads up and down to

indicate “no” and from left to right to indicate ‘yes'. Strange, isn't it?

I've seen Indians wobble their heads when they’re talking. It can sometimes get

very confusing.

Korean women don'’t usually shake hands with men. Middle Eastern men stand
very close to each other. The French, Russians and Arabs kiss each other on

the cheeks.

Yes. And in Central and South American countries, people are quite physical,

when they meet each other...the Chinese not so much.

\

But people that don't wear their hearts on their sleeves, so to speak, make up

for it in other ways . They énjoy eating and celebrating together quite often.

\O\L 8 A4k F X, A
. Our body language can be quite subtle t00. It may not even be obvious to’ the
S5
, : M i ESTRARE, £3BAHAS
person we're talking to.
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4.

.to indicate

@ to signal F. #EF

She waved her hand to indicate that she wanted to see me.
WOMEARIEF, R8N,

He rolled his eyes to indicate he didn’t believe it.
b #8 T BIEREE, REMIFERE.

. Believe it or not,

Whe[:her you believe it or not, it’s the truth/ it’s a fact...
%iﬁ%*ﬁﬁ%é (B|XR )

Believe it or not, I’ve never heard of that rule.
NEREFHEE, BARRANRS AT E.

. Believe it or not, you can’t do that here. You’ll get yourself

into trouble.
TRAAETARE, REREELEX LS. SRS EREFN.

. usef/follow conventional

3 do what most people do £RE5iM, HBEM
She used conventional gestures to communicate w1th me.
AR ERNFRERITR.

. Try to *follow conventional norms. That way you won’t

*draw attention to yourself.
REHBEHRNL, XHABAS3IRAIARHEMENT .

Follow the conventional customs here and pretty soon you’ll
*feel right at home.

AZBEARIE, RRGBSHRERENBET .

* do what everyone else does TEARR]. FHMA—F

* give others reason to notice you and form a poor impression
of you SIAER, EHANRETFNEIR BASR

* feel like you are in familiar surroundings/feel like you
are at home (in your own country) RZERERTSEHAIRR,
BEREHBE

make up for it in other ways/make up for it some

other way

5.

do something else to compensate for F X7 RX3xHH

He’s not very sociable, but I think *he means well. He makes
up for it in other ways.
MARERER, ERNACAHBRRETH. thARMAAXER.

. I’'m sorry about yesterday. I didn’t mean to *snap at you. I’ll

try to make up for it some other way.
;’Iﬁfgg RRIEK. BIRERMREESH.
R

* his intentions are good I BERLFH (BEE5FE)

* to speak abruptly or sharply (XFA) FEit, (WEA) X
Bs

BEWEARA TR

subtle
not direct/ not obvious #H#y, &M

i
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So you're saying that the person we're talking to may not pick up on our subtle

gestures?
Correct.

| think many of us have lost our ability to recognize subtle changes in body

language. That can give rise’ to miscommunication in social settings.
A ua 7| £ = 5

| think | know why. We've gmwwsed.td,,mmmu,nicaﬁng online that personal

face-to-face communication is fast becoming less and less common.
Sl 7 ANAE LA

No wonder ' some people are awkward in social settings.
\9\_ 23
Yeah. We notice it more and more. It takes people some time to warm to each

other in physical face-to-face meetings. We don’t need much war(nﬁi{; time

B th) & W B i (e

when we’re communicating with someone online.
/?/,_\ B R Ay A8 B F
True. What's more, sometimes we misread body language ', misread signals, or

keep doing something out of habit ', without noticing or caring whether a person
ETURRBUES I
finds our habits appropriate or not.

Well, this has certainly been a lively and interesting conversation. | look forward

to our next chat.

Likewise.



