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On August 1, 1927, the gunfire of the Nanchang
Uprising heralded the birth of a new people's army that
would open a new page in the history of the Chinese
revolution.

Over the past 90 years, the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) has always adhered to its original nature, tenets
and inherent qualities and fully performed its fundamental
functions and missions, achieving one victory after

another.From the War of Resistance against Japan
(1937-1945), the liberation war, the War to Resist U.S.
Aggression and Aid Korea (1950-1953) and continuous
border and coastal defense operations to non-war
operations such as earthquake relief, anti-piracy ocean
escort and overseas peacekeeping operations, the
PLA has written enough heroic legends to terrify any
potential enemy and inspire awe and veneration forever.
It has performed numerous indelible missions to secure
national independence, people's liberation, national
prosperity and the people's happiness.

It has inherited past traditions and broken new ground.
In the new century, and on a new stage, it has inspired
its peers around the world to set a high value on its
ability in fighting a high-tech, information-based war be
it on land, at sea or in the air, observed in numerous
Sino-foreign joint military exercises. On drill grounds over
the vast nation, young officers and men are often seen
operating modern weapons and equipment. Behind a
series of combat exercises with live ammunition such
as “The Stride”, “Firepower” and “Joint Action”, we can
imagine the hard explorations and great efforts being
made by the army of a great power to ensure it can
continue to be victorious.

Only by remembering history can we grasp the future.
We will never let the flames of war burn again on our
sacred homeland, allow even half an inch of the territory
bequeathed to us by our ancestors to be lost or the
great process of national rejuvenation be interrupted.
Standing at the junction of history, current reality and
the future, the PLA is making great strides towards the
ultimate goal of national rejuvenation.
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After the Great Revolution failed in 1927, the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC), holding high the revolutionary
banner, led the Chinese people to carry on an Agrarian
Revolutionary War (1927-1937), launching in succession
the Nanchang Uprising on August 1, 1927, Autumn
Harvest Uprising on September 9, 1927, Guangzhou
Uprising on April 27, 1911, Xiangnan Uprising on Janu-
ary 12, 1928, and Huangma Uprising on November 13,
1927. After that, the remaining troops constituted the
fledgling Chinese Workers' and Peasants’ Revolutionary
Army, renamed the Chinese Workers' and Peasants’
Red Army (hereinafter referred to as the Red Army) after
May 1928.

In February 1928, Mao Zedong led the Chinese Work-
ers’ and Peasants’ Revolutionary Army to establish the
first rural revolutionary base area on Jinggangshan, a
mountainous area in Jiangxi Province. During the period
from November 1930 to February 1932, this young
military force broke four encirclements by KMT (gov-
ernment) troops, inflicting over 200,000 casualties, that
enabled it to develop rapidly.

When the Red Army failed to break through the fifth
KMT encirclement in October 1934, the Red Army
was forced to begin the arduous Long March, which
has gone down in history as a superb achievement. In

B8 XRET
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October 1935, the main force of the Central Red Army
arrived in Northern Shaanxi. In October 1936, the three
major forces of the Red Army (1st, 2nd and 4th Front
Armies) triumphantly joined forces in Northern Shaanxi.
After the outbreak of the full-blooded War of Resistance
against Japan, according to the cooperation agreement
reached between the KMT and the CPC, the Red Army
became part of the nationalist government army. The
main force of the Red Army was re-designated as the
Eighth Route Army of the National Revolutionary Army,
and Red Army guerrillas in eight southern provinces
were reorganized as the Fourth Army of the National
Revolutionary Army .

Putting overall national interests first, the CPC took the
lead in proposing an anti-Japanese struggle for national
salvation, and mobilized all ethnic groups, political par-
ties and social strata in the frontline, enemy-occupied
areas and rear areas to resist the aggression.

In August 1937, the CPC Central Committee held what
is known in history as the “Luochuan Meeting”, formally
establishing the main course of the Anti-Japanese War
nationwide. Red Army officers and men, having only just
completed the arduous Long March, were reorganized
as anti-Japanese armed forces of the National Revolu-
tionary Army and crossed the Yellow River to form the
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anti-Japanese frontline in Northern China.

In September 1937, the Eighth Route Army organized
a large-scale ambush of Japanese troops at Pingxing
Pass in Linggiu County, Datong City, Shanxi Province,
which became the first major Chinese military victory
since the beginning of the Anti-Japanese War. This
was a strong blow to the Japanese army’s arrogance,
breaking its carefully-crafted myth of invincibility.

Facing the most difficult war situation in December
1941 [outbreak of the Pacific War], the CPC Central
Committee issued instructions on the work of the
anti-Japanese base areas, calling on the soldiers to
“endure with a dogged will the most difficult two years”
in the long struggle. Without guns and food, the Eighth
Route Army and New Fourth Army troops ate tree
leaves and wild vegetables while continuing to doggedly
oppose the invading Japanese.

On August 9, 1945, Mao Zedong issued on behalf of
the CPC Central Committee the statement titled “The
Last Fight against Japanese Aggressors”. Upon this
order, soldiers and civilians in the liberated areas quickly
recovered over 250 cities above county level.

This is the result of the war fought under the banner
of the CPC: the people’s army annihilated over 1.714
million Japanese troops at a huge price of more than
610,000 casualties of its own, recovering 1 million
square km of territory and making due contribution to
defeating Japanese invaders and bringing the world
anti-fascist war to a glorious conclusion.

After victory in the Anti-dapanese War in 1945, KMT
reactionaries led by Chiang Kai-shek, ignoring the
demand of the Chinese people for peace, brazenly
launched an all-out civil war to “annihilate the red peril”.
In view of the new situation, the CPC formulated a
correct strategic principle in time, effectively preventing
KMT attacks and then beginning strategic counterat-
tacks in 1947. From September 1948 to the end of
January 1949, the PLA organized the Liaoxi-Shenyang
Campaign, Huaihai Campaign and Beiping-Tianjin
Campaign, wiping out over 1.5 million KMT troops
and liberating all the territory in KMT hands except for
Tibet, Taiwan, Jinmen, Matsu and the South China Sea
Islands.

On October 1, 1949, a gun salute at the Founding Cer-
emony of the People’s Republic of China at Tiananmen
(Gate of Heavenly Peace) in Beijing declared that the
people’s army, which had fought bloody battles for 22
years, has begun a new fight to defend the fruits of the
victory of the people's revolution and safeguard national
sovereignty and territorial integrity and security.

When the flames of war on the Korean Peninsula
reached the border at the Yalu River, the Chinese Peo-
ple's Volunteer Army carried out the War to Resist U.S.
Aggression and Aid Korea. From October 1950 to July
1953, despite the great disparity in weaponry between
our army and the enemy, Chinese soldiers and officers,
eating “chow mein with snow”, risked their lives to de-
fend the country. About 370,000 officers and soldiers

sacrificed their lives. Victory in this war a proclamation
that the rising Chinese people could no longer be bul-
lied, and the PLA would defend national dignity at all
costs.

Every war will be won, and every inch of land defended,
no matter what the cost. When evil hands stretched out
towards our territory, the PLA launched self-defense
counterattacks at the border every time to keep the in-
vaders beyond the nation's gates. On the Qinghai-Tibet
Plateau, the northeast border, South China Sea Islands
and southwest jungles, war was waged to defend the
national borders, commemorated today by various
cemeteries for martyrs. Thanks to their sacrifices, sky-
scrapers could be built in the hinterland. They marked
the brilliant exploits achieved by the PLA in performing
their mission during peacetime.

From frontier defensive lines to the hinterland, the whole
army defended the peace of the motherland with great
vigilance. In the 1950s and 1960s alone, the navy and
air force sank, damaged and captured 404 enemy
ships which had invaded our territorial waters, and shot
down over 300 enemy aircraft.

During the past 90 years, in particular the 60-odd years
after the founding of the PRC, hundreds of local wars
and armed conflicts big and small, have occurred in
the world. The PLA has always maintained a strong
combat effectiveness and deterrence ability, ensuring a
peaceful environment for the country’s construction and
advancement and enabling the people to live a happy



life far removed from threat of war. This is the most pre-
cious gift presented by the PLA to the country and the
people, and also a wonder in Chinese history under the
leadership of the CPC.

In the new century and the new stage of development,
new military revolutions are taking place around the
world, bringing about multi-dimensional expansion of
the battlefield space, in-depth integration of information
application and complex and intense systemic confron-
tations. A future war will be a confrontation between
systems, and combined operations have become an
important means to gain victory. The PLA, boldly seek-
ing innovations, has broken through the information
barriers and integrated power systems to realize the
connectivity of the command networks of land, sea, air
and artillery/rocket forces, changing the old situation
featuring separate operations of various services.

The land army focuses on building a comprehensive
command platform, linking all command nodes of the
weapon systems of various services and connecting
the information links between professional command
systems and combat command systems of the various
services; the navy has continuously strengthened
development of its own battlefield information system,
effectively enhancing ability in linking the information
related to the main battle equipment and sharing the
information; the air force has attached importance to
the integration of equipment systems and application of
data fusion technologies, interlinking the information on

battlefields, weapons platforms and command control
and preliminarily forming an integrated air combat sys-
tem; the rocket force has steadily improved the level of
information technology of its weapon systems and en-
hanced its ability in rapid response, defense penetration
and attack and ranged attacks.

At present, combined operations have become the
main fighting form of major military powers’ armies
and also mandatory requirement for operations due
to accelerated arrival of IT-based warfare. Using com-
prehensive integration to cultivate new quality combat
effectiveness to gain victory between systems has
become a consensus of the army. All the forces have
worked to integrate combat elements and information
resources and construct a power system to obtain
greater combat effectiveness, effectively enhancing joint
combat capability based on information systems.

In recent years, the PLA has completed a range of
changes from the building of training coordination areas
to implementation of cross-regional base exercises,
from combined service forces to standardization of
general equipment and from training of joint combat
personnel to building of a joint operations laboratory.
In terms of joint operations and training, the PLA has
done well in top-level design and straightening out the
command mechanism after reviewing concepts from
start to finish.

On November 26, 2015, China announced the military
reform program to form a new pattern characterized by

B—E KEET
Chapter | Maintaining a
Perpetual Cutting Edge

general management of the Central Military Commis-
sion, main battles in the war zones and main building
of military services. By adjusting the system of Central
Military Commission headquarters, building the land
army’s leading body, improving the arms leadership
management system, readjusting war zones, estab-
lishing the command organ for combined operations in
the war zones and improving the command organ of
the Central Military Commission for combined opera-
tions and other measures, the PLA has set up a battle
command system of “Central Military Commission-war
zone-army” and a leadership management system of
“Central Military Commission-military services-army”.

This is the grand vision of the army with the largest
number of soldiers in the world determining the future
development of the Chinese army. The slimmed-down
people’s army will rival the strongest army in the world,
have integrated ability in combined operations and
shoulder the sacred mission of safeguarding national
sovereignty, security and development interests more
effectively.
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006 | AEKE HTIREES, SENANTEENAERLTRERR, FELTRT 192748 Oil painting ‘Nanchang Uprising’ by Chen Yanning: While Chiang Kai-shek and Wang Jingwei were
Mighty Force in National Service | 5 4 srpg a6 7h T ECAEHE W o IR NITIN Y BERMERERIIRNE—E, F ‘ massacring the revolutionaries, the CPC launched an armed uprising in Nanchang on August 1, 1927, firing
B T B AR S S S SR E S TN . BT HE( fEiY )  the first shot against the KMT reactionaries. This began a new period in which the CPC assumed leadership

of the revolutionary war and created a new type of military force.




B Left: The insurrectionary army’s identification marks: a red scarf worn around the neck and a white towel | BIZEE]: EXFERBIRE: MRLMM. BILAEM; ESTMFEEH EWGI+F B3 kRET | 007
around an arm; and red cross pasted on the barn lantern and flashlight. BEE: kEfRERXIHERNEREIEES M1896 X (2 ) 7.63 ZXFHE i’;fﬁ;fﬂ;,“gﬂgfﬁg"g’fgi

M Right: German-made Mauser M1896 (police use) 7.63 mm pistol used by Zhu De during the Nanchang

Uprising.

an%ﬁg‘i‘%};
aas. B L B
TR0 2 DL




Mighty Force in National Service

008 ‘ KEHHE 1927 £ 9 B, BEFREEFENS TEEFARLE ALK, 8377 | Oil painting ‘Autumn Harvest Uprising’: Mao Zedong led the Autumn Harvest Uprising in the Hunan and
FEIREGESE—ZEE—IT. BRHE ( BugiEX ) Jiangxi border area in September 1927, leading to the establishment of the First Division of the Chinese
Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army.




From January to March 1935, the Central Red Army, under the command of Mao Zedong and others, 1935 %1 BE 3 B, PRAFFTEFFEEET, ZOFETH+HHERR “BE)” B KREE 009

managed to get rid of the KMT troops by crossing the Chishui River four times. Though small in number, the | ZEZ[a], [UiERKE, ISEFITETERRE, BRAPRIFKARLUDHS . %ng;‘iﬂ;lhgm}ﬁ;n?d%:
Red Army beat the enemy troops. This is a successful example of Mao Zedong's military thinking. Here is a ~ ZEEahAEMNIXEZ Y, EEFEEREEDRN “EE2E" . BRIE—ERK

shot of Xishui, one of the ferries where the Red Army crossed the Chishui River. EOZ— —=SMN3k i
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010 | KEHE 1935 & 3 B, FHAREGEREESMNEMBFF K=, RIBEEFREMNRIN, $ In March,1935, the CPC Central Committee leaders met in Gouba, Guizhou. In accordance with Mao |
Mighty Force in National Service | g pespmarizsr  EEsk, TRIHARSAESISEIVE, SIUSERS. EHSF Zedong's proposal, the CPC Central Committee decided Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai and Wang Jiaxiang form |
B, XEPREFENMSHE . BRSNS Fit a three-member military command group fully responsible for military command. At that time, that was the
most important military leading body of the CPC. Picture shows the site of the Gouba meeting.
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Site of the Wayaobu Conference of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee (Interior). ‘ hHPRBERBRERSNER (BF) Ch%t_ﬁll ﬁ(trs_a‘éﬁ 011
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