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Britain’s Guardian newspaper, in 1986, estimated the size of the average person’s

vocabulary as developing from roughly 300 words at two years old, through 5,000 words at five
years old, to some 12,000 words at the age of 12.
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Part 1 Prose Fiction

ad. BAESINM, EEAHM: HORAM

» Gravitational means relating to or resulting from the force of gravity.

égA Prbse”]: 1ct10nL1ne2 O SO |
~ Always in those first few minutes when the shuttle left the parent ship and accelerated to clear

.~ the gravitational pull of the larger mass, Lee was sure she had made a terrible mistake.

fragile [freds)
adj. ¥R, BERY; EIEM

» If you describe a situation as fragile, you mean that it is weak or uncertain, and unlikely to be

able to resist strong pressure or attack.

68A Prose F iétion Line 5 ;
. She didn’t belong here; none of them did—fragile creatures set in rows in a canister shot
through black space.

adl. FIER; BHHEN; EEREDN

» Someone who is insane has a mind that does not work in a normal way, with the result that

their behavior is very strange.

68A Prose Fiction Line 7

~ To be here was madness, an insane presumption, and there was no way to escape.

adj. HBEHy
» If you are desperate, you are in such a bad situation that you are willing to try anything to
change it.

68A Prose Fiction Line 710 -

- All she was, all she had accomplished, meant nothing in this time of desperate sanity.

tribu
n. BA; T B A

» If one thing is a tribute to another, the first thing is the result of the second and shows how

good it is.
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ACT BitzilialiC

68A Prose FlCthIl Lme 16
Three miles long, half a mile deep and wide, the starship was a tribute to the art of welding.

o0 B, SEM. S (ESE. B8, BA%)

» Something that is bizarre 1s very odd and strange

"68A Prose Fiction Line 17

- It floated in deep space like a chunk of bizarre litter.

nﬁﬁ ﬁ% o6 RANEH
> A quirk is somethmg unusual or mterestmg that happens by chance.

68A Prose Flctlon Line 24

In ﬂ’llS conﬁnement of starshlps 1nd1v1dual qu1rks became well known.

n%%iﬁ %%i
» The archive or archives are a collection of documents and records that contain historical
information. You can also use archives to refer to the place where archives are stored.

1 68A Prose Fiction Line 31

i

It had been discovered five hundred Earth years before; there were records of several landings

 there, but little more than basic data survived in the corporate archives.

n. ﬁ]Ju, lu\JLaggjjy E’?‘Ju
» the readiness to perceive sensations

| 68A Prose Fiction Line 46

Five hundred years earlier, tests of sentience had been crude, full of Earthly chauvinism,

__unreliable. S

n. ""S‘CEX. = EB’J%@!U
» Chauvinism is a strong, unreasonable belief that your own country is more important and
morally better than other people S.

ﬁ 68A Prose Frctlon Line 47

Five hundred years earlier, tests of sentience had been crude, full of Earthly chauvinism,
__unreliable.
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ad]. JR¥GHY; RRIKFRAY
» Primitive means belonging to a society in which people live in a very simple way, usually
without industries or a writing system.

' 68A Prose Fiction Line 51

‘I Her father said she was a product of a more primitive era.

» Your ancestors are the people from whom you are descended.

© 68A Prose Fiction Line 60
The child in her never quite forgave her ancestors for that crime.

n. %8, Zfi
» An expedition is an organized journey that is made for a particular purpose such as
exploration.

' Fifteen space years had passed since then, and five more expeditions.

adj. BikEy; EHA

» A devout person has deep religious beliefs.

68A Prose Fiction Line 77
She had gained also in that time a devout respect for life.

vi. T 8, B RS, KEHFE
» If things abound, or if a place abounds with things, there are very large numbers of them.

68A Prose Fiction Question 5
Information in the passage indicates that Lee’s dream is to:

D. discover a place where animal life abounds. 4

adj. (&) d AR HRER
» You describe a place or situation as claustrophobic when it makes you feel uncomfortable and
unhappy because you are enclosed or restricted.

HNIREE, 7B SE #EPDRIE U 0] : www. ertongbook. com



ACT BEtz/Ma)iC

- 68A Prose Fiction Question 6
- In the context of the passage, the statement in lines 23-24 most nearly means that:

~ H. people often become claustrophobic when working on starships.

«conscieatious [konfrenfes} =~ - o o oo - o
adj INE AT ; AFEROM
> Someone who is conscientious is very careful to do their work properly

I

68G Prose Fi 1ctlon Line 4
A conscientious and self-effacing laborer, ever humble before his craft, he never thought he’d

- have any money and figured out, as a young man, that he would always live humbly, “without

means,” practicing his illustrative and painterly skills into his old age.

animation [.@n’'meifn]
n. i—h /ﬁﬂi Ej] H-%Uﬁs

> Animation is the process of makmg films in which drawmgs or puppets appear to move.

68G Prose Flctlon Lme 33
| Every so often he had gone to work for the Steichman brothers, whose animation studio was |
- down on Lafayette Street.

ure [ob'skjur] _ e DN s et GBI L ER

=

ad/ EREAY; MEIRAY; ﬁﬁﬂ’] T%%E’J

» If something or someone is obscure, they are unknown, or are known by only a few pe0plc

68G Prose Flctlon Lme 35

It was an obscure studio, the big animation houses being out in California.

n:E_&._ JZE—?—, {%EE

> Hygiene is the science concerned with the preventlon of illness and maintenance of health.

686 Prose FlCUOﬂ Lme 48

He did his bit as a civilian employee with a unit of the Army Information Service out
in Secaucus, New Jersey, where he worked for three years during the war, churning out
instructional comics with titles like “Hygiene at Sea”, pamphlets, and posters about

~everything from malana to denta] hyglene

ad/ JLE%’IEB’J iﬁzlﬁkﬂ’]
» working or doing sth. slowly and steadily, especially in a way that other people think is boring



686G Prose Fiction Line 51
- Sometimes while resting, traffic noise would take him back to his early days in Manhattan,
- after the war, when he lived in a walk-up on Fiftieth Street, as a plodding, ever slow but first-

- rate freelancer who fell in love with Anme Macgulre

adj égﬂ’l ﬁ—"‘%ﬂ’] ﬁf%%ﬂ’] E’EE’]

» Someone who is reticent does not tell people about thmgs

68G Prose Flctlon Lme 65
~ Adorable and ever so tender, on his back, little feet up, his face would go into delighted
contortions when Ives, the shyest and most reticent father in the world, would stand over his |
and touch his belly.

adj T*B’J (adv fondly)
» If you are fond of someone, you feel affection for them.

1 68G Prose F iction Line 67
- Thinking about Robert, Ives would always fondly remember those evenings he spent in 1948,
~ at the Art Students League.

adj. FEHERY; HUERY
» If you describe the number or amount of something as lousy, you mean it is smaller than you
think it should be.

| That she was an art and English teacher at a school on the Upper East Side, her pay lousy. _

snob [snab]
n. BFhA

» If you call someone a snob, you disapprove of them because they admire upper-class people

and have a low opinion of lower-class people

. 68G Prose Flctlon Lme 87
Ives couldn’t tell if she was a snob or simply private.

adj. ;'%%E’J mEJ:E"]

» You use consummate to describe someone who is extremely skillful.




ACT Batzilis)iC

68C Prose Fiction Line 9
I would never have guessed that such a consummate storyteller lay waiting all these years

msnde my father

i 8155, R (o o

» If someone is rueful, they feel or express regret Or SOITOW 1n a qmet and gentle way.

68C Prose Frctron Lrne 15

But so far he has not told us any stories involving my mother, though he does mention her—

lovingly, ruefully—in passing.

ad/ :‘-EB’J ﬁl“'i}&xb%?i&ﬂ’] %éLtEL% EI‘J
» If you feel giddy with delight or excitement, you feel so happy or excited that you find it hard
to think or act normally.

68C Prose Fiction Line 31
No, stories tucked within the envelopes of other stories, an entire post office worth of them,

filling me with giddy anticipation.

adj. ™=RE; '_i!;a’%l‘:l’] (adv. sternly)

» Someone who is stern is very serious and strict.

68C Prose Flctlon Lme 49
“No pandering to tourist types here,” he adds sternly.

adj %{@\:B’J kﬁ‘l‘iﬂ’{lﬂ(adv.“”l‘oftily)

» If you say that someone behaves in a lofty way, you are critical of them for behaving in a

proud and rather unpleasant way, as if they think they are very 1mp0rtant

68C Prose Fiction Line 63
“We are artists, Rakhi,” he said loftily.

n. W=
» A prophecy is a statement in which someone says they strongly believe that a particular thing
will happen.

© 68C Prose Fiction Line 77

Is this prophecy, intuition, or just a guess?
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a. JRIREY

» Primal is used to describe something that relates to the origins of things or that is very basic.

68C Prose Fiction Line 81
It’s not the loneliness of being without a mate, but something more primal.

‘n. L

» Outrage is an intense feeling of anger and shock.

“ 68C Prose Fiction Qué;gc_m 8
- Itis reasonable to infer that the question in Lines 56-57 is prompted by Rakhi’s feeling of:
F. outrage over the seemingly endless demands her father is making of her.

n. Bet@

» A trance is a state of mind in which someone seems to be asleep and to have no conscious
control over their thoughts or actions, but in which they can see and hear things and respond
to commands given by other people.

| 69A Prose Fiction Line 27
 It’s as if I were in a trance.

adj. ¥t B BRI R IR AEHEZI A9 (adv. chronologically)
» If things are described or shown in chronological order, they are described or shown in the
order in which they happened.

69A Prose Fiction Question 1
| It can most reasonably be inferred that which of the following events mentioned in the
passage occurred first chronologically?

A. The narrator dances for the president of the United States.

B. The narrator watches a seagull’s flight while cleaning the beach in front of her house.

C. The narrator is given the parka that she wears while performing the seagull dance.

D. The narrator arrives at the village gymnasium.

bt U e e

n EF

» An ascent is an upward, vertical movement.

69A Prose Fiction Question 4




ACT BEEizlis]iC

. In the first paragraph, the narrator seems most affected by the seagull’s:

vt. i 185

» If something such as a piece of clothing is trimmed with a type of material or design, it is

decorated with it, usually along its edges.

69A Prose Fiction Question 9

As it is used in lines 58 and 61, the word frimmed most nearly means:
A. embellished B. shortened

C. tidied up D. condensed

4§

.vT LY € ‘.
n. Bk

» A peddler is someone who goes from place to place in order to sell something.

67F Prose F"i;:vtion.Line 7
We had all kinds of peddlers who went from house to house, selling fresh bean curd and

steamed buns, twisted dough and colorful candies.

= L
n. (RBEEN ) T

» A compound is an enclosed area of land that is used for a particular purpose.

67F Prose Fiction Line 19
The family home grew from a simple three-pillar house to a compound with wings stretching

five pillars each.

n. RKie; Y
» Envy is the feeling you have when you wish you could have the same thing or quality that

someone else has.

67F Prose Fiction Line 21

All in all, our family was successful but not so much that we caused great envy.

64E Prose Fiction Line 58
She thinks I have a power that she doesn’t have and this brings out her envy and bad humor.

> A shed is a small building that is used for storing things.




67F Prose Fiction Line 39

According to Great-Granny, the studio began as a grain shed that sat along the front wall of
the courtyard house.

n 8K
» A hide is the skin of a large animal such as a cow, horse, or elephant, which can be used for
making leather.

67F Prose Fiction Line 52
In the winter, it was sheep hides to keep out the snow.

n. ZERF (4&); $%
» Calligraphy is the art of producing beautiful handwriting using a brush or a special pen.

67F Prose Fiction Line 75

Her calligraphy was even better than Father’s.

n. BIREIERE, BENES
» If someone speaks in a monotone, their voice does not vary at all in tone or loudness and so it
is not interesting to listen to.

;6‘9F Prose Fiction Line 17

n #E

» A badge is a piece of metal or cloth which you wear to show that you belong to an
organization or support a cause. American English usually uses button to refer to a small
round metal badge.

69F Prose Fiction Line 24

He took the billfold from the inner pocket of his coat and hung his badge out in front of the
kid’s nose.

ad). BREY; WA (adv. briskly)
» A brisk activity or action is done quickly and in an energetic way.

69F Prose Fiction Line 25
“Yes, sir,” the agent said briskly.




