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Forward

Xinjiang is a vast, multi-ethnic populated region with diversified topography and geomorphic
attributes. Various ancient civilizations coexist here with overall brilliantness. With the acceleration
of the urbanization process the representative cultural landscapes in Xinjiang (such as the raw soil
dwellings in the Turpan area of Eastern Xinjiang, the water conservancy project Karez which reflected
the outstanding wisdom of human being, the Ayiwang dwelling in the Hetian area of Southern
Xinjiang, the terraced dwelling in the Kashgar area and the famous ancient military facilities) will
no longer exist soon. Therefore, the necessity of researching on protection and development of the
traditional settlements in eastern and southern Xinjiang is increasing.

This book attempts to select representative historical and cultural towns and villages in eastern
and southern Xinjiang to record the dwelling styles through drawings and words focused on three
aspects of rural architecture, ancient folk art and architectural remains. As the residential researcher of
Xinjiang, I hope this book will have certain positive meaning on heritage protection work of traditional
architecture and the cultural landscape in Xinjiang while helping more people to know more about
geographical characteristics, art of folk houses and folk customs of Xinjiang. This book is one of the
primary achievements of project Research on the Protection and Development of Landscape Features
of Oasis Historical and Cultural Towns and Villages in the Process of Urbanization in Xinjiang
(14CG126) financed by National Social Science Fund. It is also partial results of cultural heritage
research of Xinjiang Intangible Culture Center of Shihezi University. It is suitable for being used as
reference materials on studying the art of dwellings and folk customs heritage by traditional dwelling
enthusiasts, architecture and environment art design students.

This book could not be published without the help and cooperation of my leaders, colleagues and
friends. I would like to thank Academy Press for giving me this opportunity and especially thank Editor
Hong Wenxiong, who offered great help with the planning, topic selection, and content selection.
I would also like to thank Zhou Ding for guidance and suggestions on the content and publishing
related issues. Further, I want to thank Mr. Xu Jinglong, who was my former classmate and is the co-



author of this book. He gave crucial comments on scene selection, drawings and drew most of the
drawings in this book. Last but not least, thanks to my students who sorted out the drawings. Without
the help from the above aforementioned people, this book could not be completed on time. Due to my
limited knowledge, there must be deficiencies in this book. Any comments or corrections would be
appreciated.

Meng Fuli
From Shihezi University
March 28, 2016
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Jiaohe Ancient Town

Located in Jianggelemaisi Village, Yaer Town, Turpan City, it is the largest and oldest town built by
rawsoil in the world as well as the best preserved city ruin with a history of over 2000 years in China.
Anxi Frontier Command, which was the supreme miilitary and political institution in the western region
during the Tang Dynasty(618-907) was set up in Jiaohe Ancient Town.
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Bezeklik Caves

Located at the foot of the Mountain of Flames, 45 kilometers to the east of Turpan City, Xinjiang,
it was firstly excavated during the late Northern and Southern Dynasties(420-589) and existed for 7
centries. The embedded niches were arrayed inside the cave with higher shape specification. It had
been the Buddhist center in the Gaochang region. It is currently one of the larger Buddhist cave sites
in Xinjiang.
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Square Pagoda in Jiaohe Ancient Town

Located in Yaernaizi Village, 10 kilometers to the west of Turpan City, the pagoda was on the main
shaft line of the city and has a square base. The main pagoda is in the center and is surrounded by
smaller pagodas. The whole appearance is grand and lively .



