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Introduction

Known as the “Cradle of Mankind,” the
original Garden of Eden’, and the place where,
about six million years ago, Millennium Man®
walked the Tugen Hills’, Kenya is the ethnic
homeland of us all. It was from Kenya’s nurturing
embrace that the earliest humans wandered forth
to colonize the world. On the shores of Lake
Turkana®, however, where Homo erectus’ took his
first upright steps, little has changed. The scaring”
wind still scours the waters of the “Jade Sea,”
hippos wallow” alongside crocodiles, and nomadic”
tribespeople live a life essentially unchanged from
that of their ancestors fifty thousand years ago.
| Kenya later became the adopted home of
\ more than seventy different groups of ethnic

African migrants, each with its own distinctive
' cultural identity. It is a land of miraculously”
f harmonious contrasts: tropical ice, teeming™
- wilderness, vibrant"' culture, and gentle tolerance.
‘A place where, despite the burdens of poverty,
l\ drought, and famine, the phrase Hakuna matata (“no
- problem”) embodies the national attitude, and a
- smile is the most valuable currency.
Today fifty-six national parks and reserves
offer sanctuary'” to some of the world’s most
ancient and most threatened creatures, The



