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THE PREFACE OF THE PAINTER

[ am a Chinese artist born in 1973, and had no chance to experience the great war that ended more than 70 years ago. That is lucky for myself but
is unfortunate for my artwork.

I was very inferested when 1 first heard ot the Flying Tigers. | wanted to know: Who were they? What did they do? Why did so many people say
that they were real heroes? [ had to find the answers by myself. You can imagine what | felt when | stood on the grassy airstrips from which the
Flying Tigers took off 1o intercept the Japs. T was so touched when [ saw the huge stone rollers that were pulled by hundreds of Chinese laborers to
construct the airstrips that 1 decided to paint this history mto my art. | want to allow evervone who had not experienced that tough time. like me. to
know well the Flying Tigers and their heroie fight for our parents and grandparents in the Chinese skies.

In my artwork. vou can sce two types of people that had not seemed likely friends or comrades-in-arms. The American pilots and ground crews
were  well-educated. active and optimistic. The Chinese people were kind-hearted, poorly educated and impoverished. To fight in the same wan
against a mutual enemy, the American and Chinese stood side by side and their cooperation made us find the strength to protect kind-heartedness
from misfortune and sce power created from Kindness and nobility.

| appreciated the support from all parties involved in this exhibition. which allows me (o show my artwork to our American friends. I hope my art
can portray the temperature of the P-4057 piston engine. the smoke from their exhaust pipes. the fire from their gun barrels and the chit chat in their
cockpits from the past to the present.

Crong Haoqui
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THE PREFACE OF THE PAINTER

[ am a Chinese artist born in 1973, and had no chance to experience the great war that ended more than 70 vears ago. That is lucky for myself but
is unfortunate for my artwork.

I was very interested when 1 first heard of the Flying Tigers. | wanted to know: Who were they”? What did they do? Why did so many people say
that they were real heroes? 1 had to find the answers by myselll You can imagine what I felt when 1 stood on the grassy airstrips from which the
Flying Tigers took off to intercept the Japs. | was so touched when [ saw the huge stone rollers that were pulled by hundreds of Chinese laborers to
construct the airstrips that I decided to paint this history into my art. T want to allow everyone who had not experienced that tough time. like me. to
know well the Flying Tigers and their heroic fight for our parents and grandparents in the Chinese skies.

In my artwork. you can see two types of people that had not seemed likely friends or comrades-in-arms. The American pilots and ground crews
were well-educated. active and optimistic. The Chinese people were kind-hearted, poorly educated and impoverished. To fight in the same war
against a mutual enemy, the American and Chinese stood side by side and their cooperation made us find the strength to protect kind-heartedness
from misfortune and sce power created from kindness and nobility.

| appreciated the support from all parties involved in this exhibition. which allows me to show my artwork to our American fricnds. T hope my art
can portray the temperature of the P-40s™ piston engine, the smoke from their exhaust pipes. the fire from their gun barrels and the chit chat i their
cockpits from the past to the present.

Gong Haogin
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Emergency Take Off
The siren rang out: enemies were approaching! Pilots of the

Flving Tigers rushed to their warhawks.
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