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® What Is the Internet Anyway

The Internet, is a proper noun. The Internet is the name of the global communications network
consisting of thousands of networks typically interconnected by fiber optic cabling. This
network has people, computers and information. We are talking about networks like American
OnLine (AOL), Microsoft Network (MSN), etc. When you connect to one of these Internet
Service Providers (ISPs), you become a part of their network, and hence a part of the Internet.
Because of the size of the Internet, no single person comprehends everything down to the nuts
and bolts.'

The Internet was not originally so called. As a matter of fact, the Internet we know today grew
out of a project by the United States Department of Defense Advanced Research Projects
Agency (US DoD ARPA). The DoD wanted to create a network that could facilitate
communication between the military and government. ARPA started research on the subject of
computer networks by providing grants to computer science departments at some US universities
and private corporations. This network project was called the ARPAnet or the ARPA network. A
network is the connection of two or more computers for the purpose of communication.

The ARPAnet had two parent networks whose joining began the ongoing evolution.

® Military (Tactical communication in the event of telephone downtime during wartime).

e Academics (Shared information between researchers).

In the ARPAnet, a machine used for running user applications was referred to as a host. Hosts
were connected by the subnet. A subnet carries messages from host to host, hence the subnet is
the communication part of the network. We won’t get too deep into subnets here as it is
extremely complicated stuff. On the ARPAnet, the subnets consist of the following:

® Transmission Lines — or circuits, channels, or trunks.

® [nterface Message Processors (IMPs) — which are the switching elements (e.g., packet

switch node).

Enough of the mumbo-jumbo’. Let’s get back to reality. Even though the goal of the ARPAnet
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project was to develop one large network to connect sub-network hosts over great distances,
experiences showed that a single network could not service everyone who needed to be serviced.
What needed was a network of interconnected networks. This led to the idea of “internetworks”
or “internet”. Thevrefore, an internet is a network of interconnected networks. Please read that
again to digest it. The Internet is the global internet that grew out of the ARPAnet.

The Internet and its concepts have been simplified by other technologies over the years. But
the big push or interest didn’t come until the advent of the World Wide Web (WWW) in the mid
1990’s.” This was due to the level of abstraction that was added by the World Wide Web to the
“geek” research-oriented interconnected network we have come to know as the Internet.

# The Internet, an internet, an Intranet and an Extranet

In this article we will also discuss the differences between the Internet and an internet, and

introduce the concepts of an Intranet and an Extranet.

Z An internet and the Internet

6299
1

You may have seen the term “internet” (lowercase ) and “Internet” (uppercase “I” ) used
interchangeably. While, an internet differs from the Internet. An internet is the connection of
various types of networks into a single large system. This large network system, because of its
interconnection, is referred to as an inter-network which was shortened like most other words to
“internet.” The Internet is the actual global internet. In other words, an internet is an abstract
concept while the Internet is the real thing.

Traditionally, people used just a dumb terminal® or a personal computer with a terminal
emulator software to access the Internet. For instance, in 1990 when there was no such thing as a
graphical browser, I connected to the Internet via my school account. Connecting to the Internet
meant connecting to a network that was a part of the Internet.

Now, people connect to the Internet via a graphical browser, graphical file transfer protocol
(FTP) programs, graphical Telnet sessions, graphical this, graphical that. Everything is
represented by graphics or pictures and as the saying goes, “a picture is worth a thousand
words.” Nowhere is this saying more true than on the Internet. Before there was a graphical user
interface (GUI) to the Internet, not many people were interested. The great majority of people
were using the Internet for research-oriented reasons (collaboration, etc.). So, typically you
found military/government personnel, university professors and students, and other researchers
on the Internet on an average day. Today, with this GUI abstraction to the Internet, everyone and
their brothers can easily connect to the Internet. The only thing that remains a little distant for
some people is all the jargon used on the Internet. Well, the more we use the Internet, the more

jargons we pick ups.
# An Intranet

An intranet is a network of networks that is contained within a company or enterprise. It may
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consist of many interlinked local-area networks (LANs) and also use leased lines in the
wide-area network (WAN). Typically, an intranet includes connections through one or more
gateway computers to the outside Internet. The main purpose of an intranet is to share company
information and computing resources among employees. An intranet can also be used to
facilitate group collaboration and for teleconferences.

An intranet uses Transport Control Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP), Hyper-Text Transport
Protocol (HTTP), and other Internet protocols and, in general, looks like a private version of the
global Internet. Companies can send private messages through the public network, using the
public network with special encryption/decryption and other security safeguards to connect one
part of their intranet to another.

Typically, larger enterprises allow users within their intranet to access the public Internet
through firewall servers that have the ability to screen messages in both directions so that
company security is maintained. When part of an intranet is made accessible to customers,

partners, suppliers or others outside the company, that part is called an extranet.

# An Extranet

An extranet is a private network that uses the Internet protocols and the public
telecommunication system to securely share part of a business’s information or operations with
suppliers, vendors, partners, customers or other businesses. An extranet can be viewed as part of
a company’s intranet that is extended to users outside the company. It has also been described as
a “state of mind” in which the Internet is perceived as a way to do business with other companies
as well as to sell products to customers. The same benefits that HTML, HTTP, SMTP and other
Internet technologies have brought to the Internet and to corporate intranets now seem designed
to accelerate business between businesses. In other words, an extranet is a private network that
facilitates interaction (particularly buying and selling) between businesses. Can one say
“E-Commerce”?

An extranet requires security and privacy. These require firewall server management, the
issuance and use of digital certificates, secure socket layers (SSLs) or similar means of user
authentication, encryption of messages and the use of virtual private networks (VPNs) that
tunnel through the public network. Companies can use an extranet to:

® Exchange large volumes of data using Electronic Data Interchange (EDI).

e Share product catalogs exclusively with wholesalers or those “in the trade” .

® Collaborate with other companies on joint development efforts .

e Jointly develop and use training programs with other companies .

® Provide or access services provided by one company to a group of other companies, such as

an online banking application managed by one company on behalf of affiliated banks .

® Share news of common interest exclusively with partner companies .
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access [‘eekses] . i, Uilnl, AT v
A, fkix

accessible [ak'sesabl] adj. W{EANY, W]
Viln] i

account [@'kaunt] a. iI5%, WKH, WS,
v, A, Bk

affiliate [a'filieit] v (fdi--) A, %N

ey =]
=

agency [‘erdzensi] n. {UCHEAL; fCHE, rp

iy

application [ aeplrkerfen] n. if=RK, Hif,
W& N, B, e, BUH;, N
IR, A

authentication [0:,0entr'kerfen] a. iEW],
Y5E, IAIE

bolt [bault] ». I'1H, $REl; (N Hifs

cable ['keibl] n. HL4G, BEIEHAR, 40, & v
1T (I8 ) ik

catalog ['keetslog] n. H=%, Hadt

channel ['tfaenl] n. ifglE, /Kifi, 5, pRek
ve. 515, JFSE; JERUIIE . (il . H6E

circuit ['sarkit] » HLEf; & JEHE, K«
[a]

collaboration [ka,laeba'refon] n. WME, &
&, 24

comprehend [komprr'hend] v 42z, it
il 48 CELT ), -4

corporate ['ko:parit] adj. #HAM, AN,
Klelny, S

decryption [di:'kripfan] n. fift%

dumb [dAm] adj. WEf, KULEREI M, A
BEIERY, JoH

emulator [‘emjuleita]
P, s

encryption [in'kripfan] n. JIl%

exclusively [ik'sklu:sivli] adv. HE5Mt, %
A4

fiber ['faiba]

firewall ['faiawo:l]

grant [gra :nt]
HHE) n
T

hence [hens] adv. Hitk; Mt v 1%t
PERI s B, e, S5, A (R );
i

intranet [intra'net] prop n. XK, PEEIR

n i E A, iEF

n. (=fibre ) JC£F
n. Bj kb
vt. [AlEE, HET, KN (K

fhEg, Bheedr, WK,
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jargon ['d3 a:gen] n. frif welk)

jointly ['d3pIntl] adv. H:[F]Hb socket ['sokit] n. #5, 7, fL, i, AHE,
lowercase [lous'keis] n. /NG £

node [naud] n. 174 sub-network . 1%

nut [NAf] o URIR; B2EE BRNE, MEREAYMIE  switch [switf] n JFXE, LW, Bl v 5%
optic ['optik] adj. MR, WACH; He: 0, ¥eAr, i

Y telecommunication ['telikemju:ni'keifan]
packet ['paekit] n /ML, /ME, {7EA n. #AH

v fu traditionally [tra'difenali] adv. 1£54: |-, 1%
project [pro'dzekt] n. ik, HE; FHik, i

ik, TR transmission [treens'mifen] n. &%, %
protocol ['proutskol] n. F%E, il B, 128h, 1k, 1G4, Ak
research-oriented  adj. [ [a1BF5T 1) trunk [trank] n. P&, B, 9K, 51,

service ['sa:vis] n. M55, MR&EMETAE, i F1, §8h; ks
e 4G v (3%, Y4E& adj. (%N ) IR tunnel [tAnl] n. J#iE, BRI
gy, Mestkey; {bAR; uppercase [Apa'keis] n. KG &}
session ['sefon] n. 25X, JFEE; XFi& (iF vendor ['vendo:] . W, J Ry, $iFE
BHLE ), G GRfEE ), ihE (il

Notes

I. nutsand bolts: 7TAHL, H1RHL,

2. mumbo-jumbo: FELEH KITH, BiRmARFTG ZE

3. but the big push or interest didn’t come until the advent of the World Wide Web (WWW) in
the mid 1990’s. push & &2 “#tE . 3", cuntil., . EEZ “HB| - Feenn &
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4. dumb terminal : A terminal with no independent processing ability of its own which can only
carry out operations when connected to a computer.—#F K § 7R AL 4k 5 4L FE 4R Ay 69 4535
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5. pick up: FiAE3IAIA,

&S Exercises

1. Please translate the following phrases into English.
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2. Please translate the following phrases into Chinese.
fiber optic cabling transmission lines
nuts and bolts Interface Message Processors

the United States Department of Defense FTP

Advanced Research Projects Agency encryption/decryption
HTML Transport Control Protocol/Internet Protocol
file transfer protocol (FTP) (TCP/1P)
graphical user interface (GUI) Hyper-Text Transport Protocol (HTTP)
local-area networks (LANS) SMTP
wide-area network (WAN) virtual private networks (VPNs)

3. Please translate the following sentences into Chinese.

a) The Internet is the name of the global communication network consisting of thousands of
networks typically interconnected by fiber optic cabling.

b ) As a matter of fact, the Internet we know today grew out of a project by the United States
Department of Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (US DoD ARPA).

¢ ) A subnet carries messages from host to host, hence the subnet is the communication part
of the network.

d) What was needed was a network of interconnected networks. This led to the idea of
“internetworks™ or “internet”.

e ) The Internet is the global internet that grew out of the ARPAnet.

f) But the big push or interest didn’t come until the advent of the World Wide Web (WWW)
in the mid 1990’s.

g ) An internet is the connection of various types of networks into a single large system.

h) The Internet is the actual global internet. In other words, an internet is an abstract concept
while the Internet is the real thing.

1) An intranet is a network of networks that is contained within a company or enterprise.

J) An Extranet is a private network that uses the Internet protocols and the public telecomm
unication system to securely share part of a business’s information or operations with

suppliers, vendors, partners, customers or other businesses.

4. Please answer the following questions according to the text.
a ) What is “internet” and “the Internet” ?
b) Can you tell the differences between an internet and the Internet?
¢ ) What benefits can companies get by using an extranet?
d) Can you tell the differences between an intranet and an extranet?

¢ ) What do you usually do with the Internet?



Service of Internet

The Internet is a computer network made up of thousands of networks worldwide. No one knows
exactly how many computers are connected to the Internet. It is certain, however, that these
numbers are in the millions and are increasing at a rapid rate.

No one is in charge of the Internet. There are organizations which develop technical aspects of
this network and set standards for creating applications on it, but no governing body is in control.
The Internet backbone, through which Internet traffic' flows, is owned by private companies.

All computers on the Internet communicate with one another using the Transmission Control
Protocol/Internet Protocol suite, abbreviated to TCP/IP. Computers on the Internet use a
client/server architecture’. This means that the remote server machine provides files and services
to the user’s local client machine. Software can be installed on a client computer to take
advantage of the latest access technology.

An Internet user has access to a wide variety of services: electronic mail, file transfer, vast
information resources, interest group membership, interactive collaboration, multimedia displays,
real-time broadcasting, shopping opportunities, breaking news and much more.

The Internet consists primarily of a variety of access protocols. Many of these protocols feature

programs that allow users to search for and retrieve material made available by the protocol.

B Components of the Internet

2 World Wide Web

The World Wide Web (abbreviated as the Web or WWW) is a system of Internet servers that
supports hypertext3 to access several Internet protocols on a single interface. Almost every
protocol type available on the Internet is accessible on the Web. This includes e-mail, FTP,
Telnet and Usenet News. In addition to these, the World Wide Web has its own protocol:
HyperText Transfer Protocol, or HTTP. These protocols will be explained later in this article.
The World Wide Web provides a single interface for accessing all these protocols. This creates
a convenient and user-friendly environment. It is no longer necessary to be conversant with these



