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On Zhuge Liang, the Premier of Kingdom
Shu and the Nanzhong Area

Key words: Kingdorﬁ Shu Zhuge Liang, the Premier the rebellion in Nanzhong
Area the influential families Lai Xiang governors (The commanding officers of

Nanzhong Area) Operation Nanzhong ironware slaves

Abstract:This book is a compilation of the author’s research on this topic for
many years and his articles written after the recent exploration in the ancient Nanzhong
Area.Ever since 1983, when, entrusted by Sichuan Social Science Academy, he started
to compose Volume 2 of the Series <Comprehensive History of Sichuan>, the author
has continuously studied the history of Kingdom Shu, and carried out a variety of
explorations in the ancient Nanzhong Area.From the year of 2011 to 2013, as the captain,
the author, for four times, systematically investigated on the spot the relevant historical
sites and places in that area.

The book in many aspects analyzes that area during the Three Kingdom Period,
including the governors appointed by the ruler of Kingdom Shu, the administrative
regionalization and the relics, historical sites, folktales concerning that period in the
territory of five prefectures.In addition, there is also a systematic analysis about the
native minorities (three main clans:Baipu, Digiang and Baiyue) there and the influential
families as well.Of the latter, the author holds that the Mengs, represented by Meng Huo,
are of Han nationality.

There is an account of the rebellion breaking out in 223AD in Nanzhong Area




On Zhuge Liang the Premier of Kingdom Shuand the Nanzhong Area

as well as the suppression.In the author’s opinion, various reasons caused the

rebellion. King Liu Bei, first a guest invited and honored, took over the ruling from

his hospitable host and drove away the latter;he imposed policies took measures to
empower his own force while belittling the native upper class, such as issuing new

currencies, centralizing salt and iron business etc.,

Right after the king passed away, some native minorities, powerful clans and e
officials rebelled and later turned to Kingdom Wu, the rival.They drove away and even ( g :
killed the administrators, threatening the jurisdiction and authority of Kingdom Shu. \Q\\i\
Hence, after careful preparation, Premier Zhuge Liang, launched an operation to the f,’\‘:\
south in three routes, with himself in person leading the west one. In this book, the ~

author presents detailed chapters on the important events, along with Zhuge Liang's
special policies for that area after the conquer, economic and cultural exchanges between
the bordering Nanzhong Area and the innerland.In the composition were used different
reference materials such as historic classics, local records and excavated objects.
The author also holds an opinion that Operation Nanzhong is one of the greatest
accomplishments of Premier Zhuge Liang, the most successive exploitation led by any
central governments before.With his great influence in Nanzhong Area far beyond that
of Saint Guan and Confucius, Premier Zhuge Liang remains a typical representative of .

Chinese national cohesion in Nanzhong, the multi-nation Area. S
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