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Yu Dan

The Beauty of Chinese Characters
—“Heart Gives Birth to All Things”

Most Chinese people began to study Chinese characters from childhood,
which helps us express ideas and feelings. Do Chinese characters enjoy
independent beauty? Beijing Normal University boasts a strong academic team of
Chinese character study. We all have a longing for Chinese characters as the veins
of Chinese and the destination of our nation. We should find out the independent
beauty of Chinese characters besides its role in expressing ideas. On October 30th,
2015, Institute of Culture Innovation and Communication of Beijing Normal
University started to launch a contest to introduce “The Beauty of Chinese
Characters” at the headquarters of UNESCO in Paris, hoping to help it step onto
the international stage and awaken a sense of belonging for Chinese characters

among Chinese people.

The theme of the first “The Beauty of Chinese Characters” Global Youth
Contest is “Heart Gives Birth to All Things” , which requires to express ideas

about heart and soul on the basis of Chinese characters’ bottom component

“I3" and radical “| " . Many Chinese ideas like gratitude, mercy, will and
other related expressions all have a “heart” (/) at the bottom, while

expressions like shame, confession, idleness, life pace all share a same radical

“f ” Wang Yangming, a philosopher in Ming Dynasty, once said “There is
nothing at all without our inner hearts and souls” . Every Chinese character is
judged from our hearts. In such a fast-pace society, we spend more time on brains
but less time on hearts. Can we come back to the original spiritual life with the

help of Chinese characters?

At the headquarters of UNESCO, we invited ambassadors from different

countries like Italy and Greece to join us in the scrabble game with the bottom



component “[»" and radical “f " . When they formed different Chinese
characters on the stage, Chinese displayed different meanings directly as a kind of
pictograph. This game, surpassing the limitation of language, time and space, was
full of amazement and warmth. I would explain it as soon as they formed a new
Chinese character to let them know this is the historical vein of Chinese spiritual
life. After this game, we launched a global youth design contest with the theme of

“heart” ( """ ) , taking this opportunity to advocate values under Chinese
characters from daily character designs to make every family understand the
independent meanings and elegance of Chinese characters from daily tableware

and behaviors.

We called for Chinese character design works on the International Youth Day
of May 4th, 2016. Within half a year, we received about 1500 pieces of works
from 16 countries and regions, including America, Australia, Asia, Europe and
other regions. With these Chinese characters they understood, people around the
world drew different wonderful pictures to us. Different people’s different
interpretations for Chinese characters invite an unavoidable question for us: do we

Chinese really understand Chinese characters? For example, what’s the meaning

W [{&—-8 ({8 =4 ”
( "B

of “yi Z" ) inthe phrase “yisi” ( “EM&E" , meaning) ? From the

= W2

pattern of this character, we can know “yi” (&) is the voice ( “&" ) above

N

heart ( “/0" ) We often say “we should learn the implied meanings from

“

one’s voices” . How do these implied meanings expressed? Take “si”
( “E" ) in the phrase “sixiang” ( “E4H” , thoughts) as another
example. “Tian” ( “H” ) in the Chinese character “si” ( “E” )
originally referred to the infant whose brain wasn’t closed up. With a “xin”
( “" ) at the bottom, we learn that we are capable of thinking only when we
combine brains and hearts. One can be too cautious only with a brain, and one can

take many risks only with a heart. Only with a rational brain can we live a life full



of thinking. Let’s turn to another two Chinese characters “kuai” ( "fR",
quick) and “man” ( “{€" , slow) . Habits make efficiency. Chinese phrases
with a character “kuai” ( “P&” ) often refer to something happy, like our

joyful parties, exciting ceremonies, cheerful classmates, candid partners and

@
il

cooldays in autumn. What is “man” ( “/" ) 7 Slowness makes impoliteness.
Slowness means to take things carelessly. For example, we say someone is arrogant

or tardy.

Heart sometimes even can disrupt the rhythm between you and time. In this
contest, Chinese characters, a rallying call driving us back to the spiritual life full of
gratitude and mercy, bring us to the real “Heart Gives Birth to All Things” ina
stressful and fickle environment. All the young designers in  “The Beauty of Chinese
Characters” Global Youth Contest are willing to prop up a stretch of sky for

“hearts” . This contest will be held year by year and we are looking forward to
more and more passionate participators rather than witnesses for Chinese character
culture only. We are now in a kaleidoscopic world in which Chinese characters
belong to a culture circle of “the big mandarin” . Many experts, some even from
Japan and South Korea, are striving to turn Chinese characters into the carrier of
oriental civilization. Chinese characters are not only a kind of square characters
tapped on the keyboards by Chinese people, but also a sense of ritual that carved at
the tip a pen owned by all the people who use Chinese characters—a overflowing

rush of respect for Chinese characters may hit you as writing leisurely.
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The four guests opened the scroll and announced the launch of “The Beauty of Chinese
Characters" Contest.
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Joél Bellassen, the Inspector General in the field
of Chinese Language Teaching at the Ministry of
Education, France, received media access.
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REFEZE" RENFXNWEBEATIEREREREH
The advocate in Chinese character culture of “The Beauty
of Chinese Characters” Contest , professor Wang Lijun
gave a speech.

REESRSEROYENE S TEERATEH
Director general of education assistant of UNESCO, Tang
Yu gave a speech.
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“NFZE" XABSBEATAREERBIMEERHE
The general advocate of “The Beauty of Chinese
Characters” contest, professor Yu Dan announced the
official start of the ceremony.

“NEZE" ABURERRBEAFERIRRREH
The advocate in visual communication of “The Beauty o

Chinese Characters” Contest , professor Chen Nan gave ¢
speech.



