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Abstract ; The doctrine of “Rechtsgiiterschutz” (legally protected goods ) has
been derived from Enlightenment’s doctrine of harm. However, it differs from the
latter at the descriptive as well as at the normative level. This is related to the fact
that the dogma of Rechtsgut does not relate the object of social harm to the concept
of “Social contract” but rather to a normative evaluation which elevates an object
of the outside world to the rank of a good. Tue social harm is therefore not being
described in terms of a violation of a personal right but rather in terms of a refer-
ence object of a personal right or of a violation of a collective good not amenable to
a personal right at all. In a normative perspective the Rechtsguts-doctrine weakens
the reductionist potential of the harm concept. Harm is no longer being conceived of
as a logical contradiction to the social contract,but as the result of a normative e-
valuation. Subject and object of this evaluation are not defined by the Rechtsguts-
doctrine ,but by its particular variations. If the Rechtsguts-doctrine should still make
sense as an addition to the concept of crime as a violation of a norm, it cannot ele-
vate norms to the rank of legally protected goods. Criminal law’s obligation to pro-
tect the objects which s land behind the norm,i. e. a concept of crime which looks
at the result of an act,can be considered as the normative content of the Rechtsguts-
doctrine as such.

Key Words : protection of the legally protected goods;violation of the legally
protected goods;social harm ;descriptive ; normative ; evaluation



