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Abstract: Chinese Lexical Aquisition of CSL Learners

Any theory of second language acquisition is incomplete without a representation
component, because, as pointed out by Levelt (1989), representation and acquisition cannot
be studied independently of each other. However, compared to acquisition, representation
has received little attention from second language researchers (Jiang 2000). This is
especially true with Chinese vocabulary acquisition as a second language (L2). As the inner
mechanism of acquisition, representation unavoidably affects the lexical processing. From
the perspective of Chinese vocabulary acquisition, word-generating errors are among the
most commonly-seen lexical processing errors. They are interlanguage forms created by the
learners with morphemes and regulations available in their brains, reflecting the developing
status of their mental lexical representation. Combining the study of Chinese lexical
representation and that of vocabulary acquisition would promote our in-depth understanding
of the process and mechanism of Chinese vocabulary acquisition, and thereby help to
improve the Chinese L2 vocabulary teaching techniques.

The current study applies empirical approaches to test the applicability of the L2
lexical representation development model proposed by Jiang (2000) in Chinese vocabulary
learning, and then explores the development of the main types of lexical knowledge based
on word-generating error analysis. The mechanism of the errors is therefore discussed.

Study I and study II explore respectively the mediation of L1 and L1 lemma in Chinese

vocabulary cognition. Based on Jiang’s model, four stages of Chinese mental lexical
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development are proposed: formal association stage, formal/lemma association stage, LI
lemma mediation stage and reconstructing stage.

Word-generating errors are results of the inadequate representation of lexical
knowledge which can be categorized into three types based on the error analysis: word
meaning, word boundary and morphology. Study III, study IV and study V are thereby
designed to probe into the development of these three types of lexical knowledge
representation, and to explain the mechanism of the word-generating errors from a cognitive
perspective. Error type I, the synonym/related words substitution error, appears when two
or more Chinese synonyms or related words share the same English translation because the
cognizing of Chinese words need to activate the links between Chinese words and their L1
translations. Error type I, the words and morphemes substitution error, is due to the little
or inadequate word boundary information presented in the lexical entries. Error type I1I,
the typical self-generated word error, is caused when the learners create new words with
morphology and morpheme information they have achieved.

Based on the above empirical research results, a specific representation model for
learners’ self-generated words is set up, and the developing mode of this model is further
discussed from a theoretical perspective. The implications for Chinese L2 vocabulary

teaching are also discussed.

Keywords: lexical representation, lexical error, self-generated word, mechanism
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1T 20 9, AL I 1RRE FAE S A8 5 1A ORI 2 B 557 . Meara (1996a)
Tath: WV AE )R 1E S A PRAE 2 0 . 1) 1) ARk 2 4% 5 1o BRI A% 0 (Verhallen
etal. 1998) . MTH#IAFME, #AMEMABEES (LUFFERK “L2” , BHESEE
ARG EAR L1 ) B P 2 VA %48 (Singleton 1999) . HET, 8iC
1A L2 R 3 8 S S 190 90 I B AT

EX AP ECFER, W F M) BT k2R EY. HET (2003)
N, TERAXTAMGERE S, 1B B G E AT BOZAEE § EEHCAH O
07 8 o EHANTNAE MR, 22 5035 ST DUE R AE, (ERCAR R b a0 o) (e
T2 2002, BRWE4E 1999) , BMEHEAS . @B, AL WIRREWHEL, =&
PUB/KF I EEin 8 (5K % 2000, LB 2002) .

CEALIE AN SIS AL, RS R SO SR 2SR, (B2 IE 4N Meara (2002)
Frde i, B AR AL AR A IR, K 1 Ak R VR A& Geiialic =)
R BT . HATRLLEIE S TRV A SR Bt 5T 7 A R T R
L&A m FX 4K .~  (Meara 2002: 406) MBFAR N ZE L&, @8 6 >
MR AR, FICMIRZ R (Nation 2001) , M) FH M ML £ L2 i
ICRBLFEMFE D (Lin 2004) . 84k EFH, & 0F 5 W02 B0 — B REUM
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ESHIKRTF (Meara 1996b, Larsen-Freeman 2000) , x4 HoA i 5 (101671 =) 153 A e it
RAEFAEM, EAHFGIEXHESHECEES EFERG T EARMES. X
i “—Set” FIIR R 22 (ESEAT T VUG TWG K8 (Meara 1996b) A T~ F
g K.

Koda (1996) #iith, L2 ialJCiR5IEe 115 MIFhiE & i 175 RGO IURE EEAH 5K
S HAEFS] R EHENGERIE S, L2 WVCARALHE &AL KM 8. 1% Odlin
(1989) fHikft): “H4R K ZHWHE F a0 8 AR 5 8 W — BE A & Db /Db
HIEM AR, Bt TR 21 FRANRAE. " (5] H Lin 2004) 8 IXFET)
iR At TR, HEMARY, “¥IFMLL 5 L2 7k RG0E R R
PlnIEEMBPAE, L2 FE0In T2 AN #2218 (Everson 1988, Mori 1998) . i1 |
L1 3| L2 f91E 7B BN (Koda 1996) F1 L1 X L2 MIIER AN (Odlin 1989, Koda
1997) , BHERNIGEMDPGES S HBNL L2 6)i0 RAE, B H fhAT127 ) HAth 988 1458 s
B, WP EATE, B R MR A, DS S A5 B B 2
WIC R R R R R L2 80 ) B AL, 8 eI ST AW 8 0 Ay ) . [t
AV B EXPGEE R L2 iR R T

Hhb, AIC KBRS RS F R OE R W18, W TS A
e A JRIX L [n) B BT 700 BATTER N T M 1170 20 73 00 A ARALAR . A B AA) U O % 9
HYLEIEELEE, AP EAEEENESE L. B TSNS B8
A Z LUEZET H IS A FEX R, RIE RN BAE L2 18 2] 446701 (Lin
2004, Jarvis 2009) , X LA FEIA BL AR b, 55 HAR AR OC St 5 i
5%, SEDUENISKbREN, BRIGEERNE B S InCR R, IRt
Bith b BRIV S A5 A G ) B, by B A S IR ) A5 0 B A R B A
il 8

1.2 HitEs

AWM T EE G 5 Jang (20000 MOFNE S MR L2 @I e
PR {7350
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1.2.1 EICIEERENRESD

Ny, —AN L1 RO RAEASEE . Ak, WERAER GEEMHE)
FHIE, IXEEFFAERT LA N AT : 6 HE (lemma) FE{IE (lexeme) ,
B 1-1. i H RS — AN piE CRAREE R, Wi 2 afEE R ARG R (Garrett
1975, Levelt 1989) . 2. ALFE2 5256 (Van Orden 1987, Perfetti et al. 1988 %5) # 8,
fE L1 RCRAE N, i BE B AR GG R A R a . R, —A 03
F - BATIF, KT IXAME B A M8 % SUE BRI B 3h 8 H .

(s |k lemma 7 E B
\\\\V\'J?: H /E rf/ lexeme i {i2 /2

B 1-1 RICRIEAEREHS ( Levelt 1989 )

Jiang (20000 A, 5231 L1 AL, L2 27 30 % A5 Al ik G H 2 i 95 A4S Bk Ak -
SRS LFRRR AR, REES L2, FAE KN EAGE—E
LI (ESANE L A%, X EMATE LRGRME L1 BHES BRI, BRE
WRE] L2 (9% 5], AT, RN L2 % 51 Tl L1 ik B
W RS LRGN L2 I B, O MR L RGBT RS T4k
Sl BH LR A L2 1) 3 SCRFAE I 4 R o

KHEE R, LIASMOH S LRG REM, T4 L2 %3 sh i il i
AR, T EL, T8 CRGRAE L1 2 ST R R L, L1 A Ria (80,
S T L1 AR, R L2 A2 ) AR AT SR TR

Tiang (20000 Ay, TERHIF L2 % ST FpssktE, iR T L2 W0 #4E S L)
IR R R AR, R R, IR T L2 R R R = A

S
1.22 L2 ECIB=1TKEMER

4 — W Be, Jiang (20000 Fx A 0 & B B A BL” (the formal stage of
lexical development) , AL RALKEOFIHENTE . 2143 L1 WCR, AICH2)E L
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PEREE B S SE R, B 8 AR T U E (B lemma 221 lexeme J22)
IR AR . MTEMEGEFER T, 528 1B ) B P TE L2 il i gE «Uks
fiE b, B SRR E, R E AR HKEE L1 X3 se . Frbl, X—Br 8L
FAZEELHHE EAEG . WIEREMAE LB 1-2a) AUO0E 4 B (1) E
FRFEA— /N, Al L2 Bria ArE ) L AR R —ke, o)l L1 X
PEREIATE X .

W 1-2a s, 3X B Bl RAE (%5 2 1] H Z 255 (De Bot et al. 1997) .
HRHE H R, RAEFREANE . AR RE R, FEA R YLIR LS B 2 2] # 2
ANETHIE . 213 o] DLE I oS L2-L1 Z [ ERLE Ay, 3R18 L2 il {3 s iG ikl L
B8 J4b, 21 hal LA E A ST B . SR, X R A R A I 18 SR
EVEE R R L2 W RAEF A NSRS . MR, XS SR EERIEZ

bt fEBRAC R R TCIE B8R I BN R RS T ERICRRN Ry, IR
AR PR RE T -

BB L2, 7 EEOE L2 48l L1 xRkl 2 (e ks Al L 1-2b) .
FEFIA IS 1 6 EE L1 A gt e HAS B S S A AR B L1 e, Rl Ay Sl
Mz, B SIXA L1 AL 1 L2 id. X — it FRsebr bR i gkas i fE
5l 2 003 ] ST 9C # A1] (Potter et al. 1984) & tH (1) “ia JLBE L5 B 158 ”  (Lexical
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XM B R AR LI E “EM” T L2 6 kM6 H 26, H2 e RE
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