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Part Two
To the Happy Land We Are Going :‘.

In the huge, gloomy and cold grotto {

1 am the humble craftsman without complaint |
Generation after generation ‘

Tracing and drawing 1
\

\

Before the sandstorm
For you
I have deeply buried the clues
When the sandstorm ends
Why
There are always some important details ignored by you .

We swear to leave you

To the happy land we are going;

O Happy land! Happy land!

Therein our proper place we'll reside.

[Quoted from the poem Skuo shu (Fat rat) in the Ode of Wei of the Book of Poetry)

The “happy land” in the netherworld was the imitation of the residences of

the deceased people when they were alive, and moreover, the happy abode

constructed for the deceased people to continue their lives in this world. The

principle of “serving the dead as they were alive” reflected more contents

of the material culture than connotations of the spiritual culture. The burials of

different periods and different ethnic groups kept their own cultural traditions

and also showed the diversities caused by the cultural convergences, no matter

the mysterious head-encasing burials with strong local features and the stone

slab buﬁats th brilliant ornaments and grave goods, or the burials of the Shui
- witk g gnd_ complicated funeral rites; the magnificent

goods were the ‘witnesses and evidences of
uled the ’Bozhou Prefacture for over seven
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