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Unit 1 Cellphone Problems in Class 1

Unit 1 Cellphone Problems in Class

Lead-in

The last decade has witnessed a widespread phenomenon that college students, even
students from high school, are so addicted to cellphone activities ranging from texting to
digital games in class that they almost ignore their studies, their real business as a
student. Whenever you watchdog a class, you could locate someone playing with
cellphone. However, it cannot be denied that advanced technology undoubtedly brings us
a more comfortable and convenient life. Meanwhile, it also induces lots of problems. Take
cellphone in class for example, teachers could be frequently interrupted by the sound given
out by cellphone in class and students are often distracted. As regard to this phenomenon,
let’s brainstorm the following questions:

1. What pros and cons do advanced technology bring us? Does advanced technology
always better our life?

2. What is your policy for students’ using cellphone in class?

3. As a student, do you think cellphone is necessary in class?

Useful expressions and sentences

Just as many high school teachers are becoming comfortable with incorporating
smartphones and other digital devices into classrooms to aid with learning.

A majority of high school students are already using cellphones in class—to text, send
emails, and browse social media sites.

Successful school programs utilize digital devices in ways that keep kids engaged,
such as conducting polls during civics lessons or searching for materials on a school library
site.

Students use their mobile phones in various ways—to surf the Internet and access
social media, to listen to music, take photos, play games, and send text messages and
photos.

Believe it or not, a cellphone could save your life.

Virtually all students have one, and it’s typical to see them tapping away or listening
to music through their earbuds — not just in the hallways during the five minutes between

classes, but also in the classroom, at every opportunity the teacher gives them.
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Whatever a school’s approach to technology. cellphones seem to be nearly ubiquitous.

71 percent of students sent or received text messages on their cellphones in class.

Many teachers have given in and allowed their students to listen to music through
their earbuds while they're doing individual class work (reading or writing or conducting
research). “I concentrate better on my schoolwork when I'm listening to music, ” is the
rationalization from many students.

In some cases, schools have actually embraced cellphones and incorporated them into
their teaching.

They give students a chance to collaborate with each other, or connect with peers in
other countries.

They can be used for high-tech alternatives to boring classroom lectures, letting kids
take part in interactive assignments like classroom polls.

They can serve as notepads or as an alarm for setting study reminders.

They can be recording devices, letting students record impressions during field trips
and create audio podcasts and blog posts.

However, none of these supposed advantages can overcome one very basic

disadvantage: cellphones distract students from schoolwork and class activities.

Reading One

High School Students Use Cellphones in Class—but not for Schoolwork, Says Study

Just as many high school teachers are becoming comfortable with incorporating
smartphones and other digital devices into classrooms to aid with learning, a new study
finds that a majority of high school students are already using cellphones in class—to text,
send emails, and browse social media sites.

The study, from researchers at the University of Haifa in Israel, focuses on 9-12th
grade students at three different high schools. Out of the 591 students surveyed, a
whopping 95 percent said they regularly sent emails or texts during classroom lessons,
while 94 percent said they browsed file-sharing sites or social media sites like Facebook.
Listening to music is another popular classroom activity, according to 93 percent of
students, while 91 percent admitted to actually talking on their phones during class.
Overall, 60 percent of students use their cellphones in class, with 10th graders the most
aggressive cellphone users and 12th graders picking up their phones the least, according to
the survey.

This may present a sobering reality check to many educators in K-12 schools who have
been looking for the best ways to incorporate digital tools into their classrooms. Already
the number of Web-connected computers per student is increasing rapidly across the
country. In 2000, the ratio of students to each Internet-connected computer was 6, 6 kids

per every device, according to the National Center for Education Statistics by 2008 (the
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latest year for which complete statistics are available), that number had jumped to 3.1
kids per device.

Successful school programs utilize digital devices in ways that keep kids engaged, such
as conducting polls during civics lessons or searching for materials on a school library site.
But in practice, there can be a big difference between the efficacy of using school-issued
laptops and tablets compared with students’ own devices, at least among the older grades,
according to the study.

With personal devices, students have more control over their own tools—and the
ability to hide their online activities, particularly on phones with small screens.

“Students use their mobile phones in various ways—to surf the Internet and access
social media, to listen to music, take photos, play games, and send text messages and
photos, ” say the researchers. “Based on our findings, there is almost no moment during

il

any class when some pupil isn’t using their cellphone.’

incorporate [inkoporet] wvr. & ; HMAH: FIRE; HEAL
vi. B B Tk

browse [bravz] wr. & vi. W ; WZE; b= 8

whop [wop] wv. T3 {EARK; $TIK

sober ['wavba(r)] adj. kINTEREA), BEI: REEM, WIEREN; BVWH MK AAEM, B
i
vt & wi. (B, (FOIERE; ™5

utilize [jutelaiz] vt FFH, #H

efficacy [‘efikosi| n. IHRL; %15 8% /=%
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Reading Two

Should Students be Allowed to Use Cellphones in School?
Cellphones are good and I believe that cellphones SHOULD be allowed in public

schools for many reasons. They are good for education, safety, and much more.
Cellphones are good for education. Cellphones are good for education for many
reasons. First you can use cellphones for research purposes. Although most schools have
at least 1 computer in the classroom and a computer lab, sometimes this still isn’t enough.
It can also be expensive to provide a computer to each student at school, so a good option
is to use cellphones for research instead. Next, I want to talk about why apps are good for

education. Some people think that some apps are bad and kids will get distracted and use
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them in class. And the truth is that cellphones have many educational apps as well. Which
do you think would be more fun and exciting for a student? Either studying with a boring
book that is hard to understand, or playing an educational app that is still studying, but
much more exciting. 1 would definitely choose the second choice. Here are some good
features of phones that are good for school:

1. Calculator. It doesn’t matter if your phone is expensive or not, almost every single
phone has a calculator. Lots of students are required to have a calculator as one of their
school supplies, but if they have one on their phone, then they don’t have to get one.

2. StopWatch. Lots of phones have a stopwatch, which can be used in science class. 1
know that when 1 was in public school we used stopwatches all the time for experiments,
and the teacher only had 3 stopwatches so we had to take turns.

3. Dictionary. Cellphones can be used as a dictionary, which can be VERY useful in a
classroom setting. You can always search on the Internet for the definition, or if your
classroom or school doesn’t have wi-fi, you can text to 466-456 the word you need defined
and Google will text you back the definition of that term.

Cellphones keep you safe. Believe it or not, a cellphone could save your life. Here is
an example: on April 20, 1999, 2 teenagers walked into Columbine High school carrying
sub-machine guns and homemade bombs intending to do some major damage. 13 innocent
students were murdered and many more would have been if it weren’t for some students
and their cellphones. 1 student, hiding for his life, calls 911 and describes the location of
the school, and what the murderers looked like, If it weren't for him and his cellphone and
many others, many other students would have died. There are many other true stories like

this one where people’s lives were saved because of cellphones.

.,‘g“ ~~ Notes
~

distract [drstreekt] oz, ffi4r0; [FIRFEL

[#%)] Tom admits that playing video games sometimes distracts him from his

homework.
stopwatch ['stopwotf] 7. (GGEMIZTE AR FE, ME
innocent ['mesnt| adj. WHK:; KELMA; LTEMN, TR LHH;
n. REH: kMFEHEHA; RETLHMMA

e koo e o e e et ke e e e b
Reading Three

Do Cellphones Belong in the Classroom?

Mobile devices are ubiquitous in American high schools, and their use is harder to
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regulate than old-fashioned note passing. But here’s why teachers should be paying closer
attention.
If you were to drop in on most any American high school these days, what would you

see? Cellphones. Lots of them. Virtually all students have one, and it’s typical to see

them tapping away or listening to music through their earbuds—not just in the hallways
during the five minutes between classes, but also in the classroom, at every opportunity
the teacher gives them.

According to a study, American teenage girls send an average of 100 messages a day.

Most schools allow students to have cellphones for safety—a reaction to the Littleton,
Colorado, high school shooting incident of 1999. Apart from emergency situations, most
schools don’t officially allow students to use cellphones during class time. However, when
the teacher is busy helping out another student or writing on the board, out come the
phones as students send instant messages to friends, listen to music, or watch videos on
the Internet, Eventually, the teacher notices and warns them that their phones will be
confiscated. The phones disappear with reluctant obedience — until the next opportunity
arises to surreptitiously pull them out again.

But whatever a school’s approach to technology, cellphones seem to be nearly
ubiquitous, An April 2010 study by the Pew Internet and American Life Project and the
University of Michigan found that in schools that permitted students to have cellphones,
71 percent of students sent or received text messages on their cellphones in class. In the
majority of schools — those that allow students to have phones in school but not use them
in the classroom—the percentage was almost as high: 65%. Even in schools that ban
cellphones entirely, the percentage was still a shocking 58 %. .

Many teachers have given in and allowed their students to listen to music through
their earbuds while they're doing individual class work (reading or writing or conducting
research). "I concentrate better on my schoolwork when I'm listening to music, ” is the
rationalization from many students. Many teachers seem to accept this reasoning, little
knowing about the data on multitasking and its deleterious effects on concentration and the
ability to think clearly. Two years ago, for example, Peter Bregman wrote in the Harvard
Business Review Blog Network that multitasking can reduce productivity by as much as
40%, increase stress and cause a 10-point fall in 1Q.

But thinking clearly doesn’t seem to be one of the principal objectives in our high
schools—for the teachers or the administrative staff, much less for the students
themselves. After all, this is a generation that is used to being entertained. Attention
spans are short. During a block period—which is two regular 40-minute periods back-to-
back—some teachers cajole their students to do some work during the first hour, and then
promise them time to do whatever they want at the end, just to keep them from disturbing
others.

In some cases, schools have actually embraced cellphones and incorporated them into
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their teaching. The educational benefits of cellphones have been argued as follows by
various education writers;

» They give students a chance to collaborate with each other, or connect with peers in
other countries. (Marc Prensky)

* They can be used for high-tech alternatives to boring classroom lectures, letting
kids take part in interactive assignments like classroom polls. (Kevin Thomas)

+ They can serve as notepads or as an alarm for setting study reminders, (Lisa Nielsen)

* They can be recording devices, letting students record impressions during field trips
and create audio podcasts and blog posts. (Liz Kolb)

However, none of these supposed advantages can overcome one very basic
disadvantage: cellphones distract students from schoolwork and class activities. Half of
teens send 50 or more text messages a day. According to the Pew study, “Older teen girls
ages 14-17. ., average 100 messages a day. ” It’s naive to imagine that students armed with
cellphones won’t be quietly typing away under their desks, sending messages or surfing
the Internet. And this activity is much harder to regulate than traditional note-passing.

So what’s the solution? Do teachers simply need to crack down harder. to impose
harsher penalties against extracurricular texting and Internet surfing? Or are the cellphones

themselves a symptom of a larger problem?

& Notes

old-fashioned [auldfeefond] adj. BRIHAY; R, A0 IR, SFIHK
emergency [imadzensi] n BREN; REXFM; EHBZ
confiscate ['konfiskert ] wr. Wi 4 (EH; &Y
adj. BBWH, BIEAM: BAEAR
obedience [abiidions| n. ARM; JFIA; RESF
surreptitiously [saroptifosli] adwv. Flb%Hh; 47 {6 B Hh
ubiquitous [juibitkwitas] adj. TAIATEN ; HRBAELEMN
rationalization [ ree[nslarzeifn] n. S Fi{k
multitasking [ imaltitaskig] 7. Z(FEEFAH
deleterious [ delstiorias] adj. HEM; HEFEW
collaborate [kaleeboreit] wvi. &4E, WhE; (EFRKEH) HE
alternative [oiltamativ] adj. HCH); BEM; &EM; HMm
n. AP HEY
notepad ['nautpeed | n. {# 4
overcome [povokam]  wr. MMk, FEMR; EME, HIAR, oo A, BOR., BRSO E (K]
i, EZAT
vi, FZPeeeee LN A
crack down [kreek daun] #T7; RE™G M, K&
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impose [ 1m'pavz |

n. A5 FET

extracurricular [ ekstrakarikjolom ]

n GEAR s AEJE

penalty ['penalti]

symptom [ 'simptom ]

VR S P S TP VIR ! T BP I S T~ P
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Reading Four

vt SR AEBL; PLeeeor ST
vi. FIF s KO s AN 8 i

adj. WINE . AR

+ e T T R e T S e e S e

Should Students be Allowed to Use Cellphones in School?

For

1. Yes, students should use their phones
at school. We are preparing students for adult
life; we should therefore allow them to use
the tools that they will be using in their adult
life. If we are preparing our students for life
after school, we should allow them to use the
tools they will be using when they get there.
How many jobs can you think of right now
where a smart phone is not beneficial?
Mechanics order parts on their phone,
engineers view blueprints, doctors calculate
dosages, and grocers check inventory. The
list is endless. By the time our students enter
their professions, the need to utilize mobile
technology will be even stronger. Not
preparing our students for that world is
negligent.

2. A phone can be used for educational
purposes. Students should definitely be
able to use their phones during class. A
phone is a great device. It can be used for
many educational things like research,
projects, calculators, and even putting in
important dates when a homework assignment
or a project is due. You can also use a
phone to call or text your parents if maybe

you forgot your lunch at home, need lunch

Against

1. As a Teacher, grrrr.... cellphones!
I'm a teacher, and I'm so glad cellphones are
banned at my school. 1) Students might play
video games in class. 2) If a cellphone rings,
it is distracting to everyone in class,
3) Texting is super distracting, 4) Cellphones
enable students to cheat during tests, texting
each other the answers.

2. 1 vote no on students bringing
cellphones to school. They could cheat.
They get distracted. They distract others
from their work. They could text in class
and the teachers might see so they might
get their phones taken away! It is not
worth taking your phone to school if you
are just going to text in class and get your
phone taken away!

3. Why we should not have cellphones
in class. We should not have cellphones in
school because if they are going off like
someone is calling them they will be
distracting, the students could cheat on
test, plus students wouldn't pay attention
in class because they will be too distracted
texting others and playing games on their
cellphones.

4, No I will not allow cellphones in
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money so you can eat at school, or to let
them know that you have tutorials after
school that day. There are many things
that phones are useful for.

3. Cellphones in class: the learning
and safety tool. Pretty much everywhere,
cellphones are banned because most people
say it's distracting. Teachers don't want
kids texting in class when they're trying to
teach them important things. But the
truth about more modern phones is they
can be a great learning tool. Students can
use calculators (most likely not during
math), stopwatches, timers, educational
apps, the internet, and more with their
mobile phones nowadays. School filters
can connect with the WiFi and be used to
filter specific things that need to be
filtered. Also, cellphones should also be
used for safety. The employees at a school
say you don’t need to use your phone to
contact people but what if something
happens like the school phone line goes
dead? Also, if you need a phone number
the school doesn’t have, it will most likely
be under your -contacts list. And if
students might need to contact a student in
another class for something important,
they can always contact them. And if a
student is sick, they can Face time or
Skype another student during class to
watch the lesson and not miss anything
important,

4. 11l help keep their social life
active. If students have their cellphones at
school they could continue talking to their
friends, and, in an emergency, text or call
their parents or the paramedics. Also they

could research stuff if needed if all the

school. 1 agree! I agree because it will be
too distracting, there will be cheating,
talking loud on the phone, playing games
and NOT paying attention. Also you will
be taking pictures and you will hear it say
cheese and you will see the flash. Also you
will be texting and not participating in
class activities, Also if you are listening to
music you will be dancing, singing and you
will hear it. So I would not have
cellphones in school. So I say NO!

5. They did to pay attention I would
say yes but the only time they will be able
to use their phones will be during lunch
after school and free play. For an
emergency they can call their parents or
guardians but the cellphones will have to
be in their lockers and cellphones did to be
shut down. The

permission to go throw their lockers and

teachers will have

see if their cellphones are off. If there not
off they will be taken away and their
parents or guardians will have to come and
pick them up and pay $15.00 dollars. If
they get taken away the second time their
parents or guardians will paying $ 15. 00
dollars and spend one day in school
suspension for one day.

6. Phones are a distraction. Students
need to get their act together in class and
pay full attention to the teacher that is
there. Wasting their time by using their
phones distracts both the teachers and
other students. These students are there
for a reason and allowing phones in school
would take away from their education.

7. No, they should not be allowed. I
am 14 and 1 think that mobile phones

should not be allowed. They are a distraction.
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computers are in use. They could also take
notes easier on cellphones or iPods.

5. We can be trusted. High school
students are supposed to be trusted. We are
growing up and we are supposed to be held
accountable for the things we do and don't do.
If a student doesn't want to do the work, you
cannot force them to do it. It is OUR choice to
decide what we want to do. And to the
students who can actually focus on their work
while given the privilege to use their phones,
good for them. Although phones can be a
distraction, they can also be a big help to us.

6. Yes, there are many good reasons.
Sometimes kids forget their lunch and
need to text their parents to get food. And
what if you forgot to ride the bus or not?
You can text your parent and ask. What if
you need some medicine but have to have
your parent’s permission, you could text
and make sure it’s ok.

7. Increase excitement in education for
teens. It's boring for teens to look through a
book to find answers. If the teachers allowed
students to whip out their phones in class and
search for the answer that way, students will
be more motivated and more excited to search
for the answer. Also, it could be a
convenience for note taking. You could easily
snap a quick picture of the notes on the board
or voice record all of the notes the teacher is
saying.

8. 1 believe that trusting students to
have a cellphone in class instills a level of
respect that they pass on to teachers.
Students should be allowed to bring their
own devices and enjoy that freedom, while
also being able to focus on their learning.

Bringing their own device will encourage

I find it very hard to concentrate during
class if 1 am constantly receiving texts. I
find school difficult as it is, let alone
having another piece of technology to
worry about. Don’t get me wrong, I love
my phone, but just not during school — 1
go to be educated, not to spend more time
on Twitter or Facebook.

8. Cellphones distract students from
their work. 1 believe that cellphones
should not be in use during learning time
children

concentrate on their work., Children could

because would not  fully
go on Facebook, and Facebook is not
helpful for their learning. Children will be
distracted by phones’ ringing or flashes
from other children taking photos with
their phones. Cellphones should not be
allowed in school during learning time.

9. They're bad. Students need to get
their act together in class and pay full
attention to the teacher that is there.
Wasting their time by using their phones
distracts both the teachers and other
students. These students are there for a
reason and allowing phones in school
would take away from their education.

10. No, I don’t believe students
should use their cellphones. Because the
cellphone can distract them from learning.
They could be on many things like going
on Facebook, My Space, Twitter, and
many other chat sites. The students can
even be playing games, or watching
something on YouTube. Allowing the kids
to use their cellphones in the school can
mess up their education, they won't be
learning instead they would be doing

something besides learning.
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them and show a level of respect that they
appreciate, and in return, they’ll pay more
attention to the teachers and become
better students because they give back the
respect they earn. Only those who fail to
show respect should have their devices

taken away by the teachers.

— / NOtes

ban [been] vt 1}k, T4}
no Bk, 2% BT
negligent [neglidzent] adj. BiZ M ; MO KEN; RNEOK; Wi
filter ['filta(r)] . JEULER: UEIEAR: WEEAEE; (LI uEH
vt WUk Bk BB
suspension [saspenfn] n. BiF; &28; B HiF
paramedic [pera'medik | n. (E)IFLA G, ESH B AR
privilege  ['privelidz] n. $#A0; (HI & sk 2 s AL {0H 30 N EH O RTTH
B FRok R
ot B5- R KR
whip [wip]  vr. ¥EFT, $4T; L5 o7 B . ST4T R TT &, Al
n. ¥iF; WG
motivate ['movtivert]  wvr. Fl¥k; HEH L, (23h, WKk, FR: WLk BB
snap a quick picture HFFH T —FK IR
instill [n’stil] vz, (3E) B W5 A KA CEFP T BUR 55D » B4
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_Practicing.

Pre-discussion
1. What benefits does smartphone bring us in our daily life?
2. As a student, do you think it is necessary for you to use smartphone in class?

3. What should teachers do with smartphone in class issue?

Debating
Should Smartphone be Permitted in Class?

Pros

1. Cellphones are good for education. Cellphones are good for education for many
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reasons. First you can use cellphones for research purposes.

2. It doesn’t matter if your phone is expensive or not, almost every single phone has a
calculator. Lots of students are required to have a calculator as one of their school
supplies, but if they have one on their phone, then they don’t have to get one.

3. Lots of phones have a stopwatch, which can be used in science class.

4, Cellphones can be used as a dictionary, which can be VERY useful in a classroom
setting,

5. Cellphones keep you safe. Believe it or not, a cellphone could save your life.

6. We are preparing students for adult life; we should therefore allow them to use the
tools that they will be using in their adult life. If we are preparing our students for life
after school, we should allow them to use the tools they will be using when they get there.

7. A phone is a great device. It can used for many educational things like research,
projects, calculators, and even putting in important dates when a homework assignment or
a project is due. You can also use a phone to call or text your parents if maybe you forgot
your lunch at home, need lunch money so you can eat at school, or to let them know that
you have tutorials after school that day.

8. If students have their cellphones at school they could continue talking to their
friends, and, in an emergency, text or call their parents or the paramedics.

9. If the teachers allowed students to whip out their phones in class and search for the
answer that way, students will be more motivated and more excited to search for the
answer,

10. Bringing their own device will encourage them and show a level of respect that
they appreciate, and in return, they’ll pay more attention to the teachers and become
better students because they give back the respect they earn.

Cons

1. Students might play video games in class. If a cellphones rings, it is distracting to
everyone in class, Texting is super distracting. Cellphones enable students to cheat during
tests, texting each other the answers.

2. 1 vote no on students bringing cellphones to school. They could cheat. They get
distracted. They distract others from their work.

3. No I will not allow cellphones in school. 1 agree! 1 agree because it will be too
distracting, there will be cheating, talking loud on the phone, playing games and NOT
paying attention. Also you will be taking pictures and you will hear it say cheese and you
will see the flash. Also you will be texting and not participating in class activities.

4. Phones are a distraction. Students need to get their act together in class and pay
full attention to the teacher that is there. Wasting their time by using their phones
distracts both the teachers and other students,

5. They are a distraction. I find it very hard to concentrate during class if 1 am

constantly receiving texts.



