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I Abstract

Abstract

Britain is one of the cradles of modern university. The birth of University Col-
lege London (UCL) in 1826 marks the rise of new university movement in modern
Britain, while the University of London founded in 1836 opens the prelude of higher
education reformed by modern British government. The history of University of Lon-
don for the first hundred years reflects the basic characteristics and overall trends of
the reform and development of modern British higher education. With the documen-
tary method, comparative method, case method, statistical method and so on, this
article reveals the basic characteristics of the reform and overall trends of the higher
education development in modern Britain by a historical study of the first hundred
years of development of University of London. In addition to the introduction and
the epilogue, this article mainly include the following contents.

The first chapter analyzes the historical background on the naissance of Univer-
sity of London, including the reason why there was not a university in London for a
long time and the background and factors of the foundation of University of London.
There are three reasons contributing to the first question: the continuation of tradi-
tional education of guild; the contribution of the existing higher education; the in-
fluence of the liberalism. The background is the booming development of politics,
economy , science, culture and so on. The internal motivation of the foundation
may attribute to the reform of European university, the internal debates of classical
university , etc.

The second chapter describes the two earliest constituent colleges of University
of London, namely the creation of UCL and King’s College London (KCL). UCL is
the first secular higher education institution in UK created by a group of utilitarians
in reference to the model of Scottish and German university, while KCL was created
by a group of religious figures basing on the opposition of the secularization of UCL.
This two colleges have different political basis and take two opposite attitudes
towards religion education, but there are similarities in the respect of mode of con-

struction, curriculum provision, etc.
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The third chapter discusses the government’s reform and the ereation of Univer-
sity of London. There was a long history of government intervention in the develop-
ment of universities, which became very obvious in the early nineteenth century. In
1836, British government issued the Fist Charter, established the University of
London and attempted to settle the contradiction of religious education which have
been debated more than ten years between this two colleges. But in fact, govern-
ment did not completely resolve its contraction. The First Charter for the first time
reflects the compromise characteristic in the process of British government reform in
the University of London.

The fourth chapter describes the development situation of University of London
in the early and mid Victorian era. The promulgation of Second Charter in 1837
opened the government reform process of University of London in the Victorian era.
While the examing body has begun to show initial success, the scientific education
and women’s higher education also have achieved a significant development. Under
the initiatives of T. H. Huxley, ete., the University of London in 1858 took the lead
in setting up the faculty of science, and broke the knowledge system of classical
university which was founded in the structure of art, law, divinity and medicine. In
1878, government issued a Supplement Charter and permitted the university to give
degrees to women, thus creating the precedent of women’s higher education of mod-
ern Britain.

The fifth chapter analyzes the internal debates in University concerning the
structure of higher education in the late Victorian era. The University of London
founded in 1836 is a pure examination institution, its drawbacks of separation of
teaching and testing being more and more obvious after 70 years in the nineteenth
century. Then, the argument of teaching and examing between the colleges and
university replaced the early contradiction of secularity and religiosity between the
two colleges, becoming the focus of debate within the university. The University of
London Act promulgated by government in 1898 changed the pure examination
function of London University into a Federal University combining the teaching and
examining with scientific research. This act for the second time reflects the compro-
mise characteristic in the process of government reform in the University of London.

The sixth chapter describes the restructuring process of University of London in
the early twentieth century and the centralized reform trend of University of London
before World War II. At the beginning of twentieth century, according to the act

and relevant status, London University began to restructure internally and expand
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externally , and also continued to reconcile the new emerging contradiction and con-
troversy. The promulgation of University of London, 1926 established the central-
ized reform direction of University of London before the World War 1.

The seventh chapter reveals the basic characteristics of modern British higher
education reform, such as, the spontaneity of reform motivation, the negativity of
coping with reform, the concession of reform strategy, and the openness of reform
model ; and the general trend of development, for instance, the scientization of edu-
cation content, the diversification of education function, the popularization of edu-

cation object, the centralization of education system, etc.

Key words: Modern Britain Higher Education UCL KCL University of

London  Federal University
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