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The Grand Treasure Series of
Nanjing Museum Preface

Situated at the southern foot of the Zijin Mountain, Nanjing Museum could be traced back to the Preparatory
Office of the State Central Museum set up in April 1933 at the instance of Mr. Cai Yuanpei (1868-1910). Thanks to the
strenuous efforts by gencrations of museum statf members, Nanjing Museum has evolved into a highly-regarded museuam
with domestic and world renown, housing more than 420,000 cultural relics. The collection and preservation of relics has
been institutionalized and tremendous progress made in the research and utilization of these artifacts with the museum’s

capacity and means of” serving the public being markedly improved,

On Oct.s 1933, a decision was reached at the 577th meeting of the Central Political Conference, whereby all the
caltural relies relocated to south China (previously housed in palace compounds at Fengtian and Rehe before being moved
to the Exhibition Center for Cultural Relies under the Interior Ministry) were handed over to the Central Museum. As
the first arrivals at the Preparatory Office of the Central Museum ti)llm\‘ing its establishment, these cultural relies helped
lay the cornerstone of its collections. Since construction of the facilities of the Central Muscum was not yet complete,
these cultural relics were temporarily placed under the care of” the Palace Museum on the orders of the Executive Yuan.
Later, the Central Museum further enriched its collections by purchasing upwards of 2000 cultural relies from the “Hui
Garden”(situated at Minhou, Fujian and owned by He Xufu 1887-1968), the “Songzhai Library”(situated at Dongguan,
Guangdong and owned hy Rong Geng 1894-1983) and the "Shanzhai Library”(situated at Lujiang, Anhui and owned
by Liu Huizhi 1579-1962). Besides, the museum also ok over large quantities of cultural relics as well as specimens,
which used to be the collections of Sven Hedin, a Swedish national (1865-1952), and the Research Institute of Fauna and
Flora under the State Central Research Academy. The year of 1956 witnessed the Historical Muscum of Peiping and its
collections (previously under the Central Research Academy) being incorporated into the Central Muscum. which had by
then built a sizable treasure house.

As north China was plunged into a shambles following the 9/ 15 Incident in 19351, the southward relocation of
cultural relies was put on the agenda of” the nationalist government. From February to May of 19553, major relies housed
at the Palace Muscum, the Exhibition Center for Cultural Relics, the Imperial Academy and the Sumimer Palace had been
moved southward and found temporary shelter in Shanghai. These collections were later shipped to the Chaotian Palace
in Nanjing in December 1936 after storage facilities there were completed in August. In the wake of the 7/7 Incident in
1057, Nanjing was thrown into a precarious situation and the collections of the Palace Museum and the Central Museum
were evacuated in three installments to west China (the Chinese hinterland away from the frontline). Wang Wenlin, Yin
Huanzhang (1909-1969) and their colleagues at the Central Museum were involved in the two-year relocation efforts,
covering around ten thousand miles through Anhui, Jiangxi, Hubei, Shanxi, Hunan, Guangxi. Yunnan. Guizhou and
Sichuan before escorting the cultural relies safely to their final destinations of Leshan, Lizhuang and Emei in Sichuan
and Anshun in Guizhou, Throughout the tortuous and miserable journey, the staft’ of the Central Musceum made selfless
sacrifices and overcame all sorts of difticulties and hardships, bringing their mission of protecting the national treasures
toa {'()l"p‘(‘t(’ SUCCeSS.

During the tmmultuous years of the War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression, our predecessors at the Central
Museum ﬁlit]lf‘u“.\_' tultilled their ruspnnsil)ililivs in defiance of the wretched conditions, ('ullv('tin‘gr cultural relics l)_\'
conducting archacological excavations and ethnic surveys, which led to exceptional achievements. Concerted efforts by Li

Ji (1896-1979), Wu Jinding (1901-1915), Zeng Zhaoyu (1909-1961), Xia Nai (1910-1955), Chen Mingda (1914=1997) and
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Zhao Qingfang (1912-1994) culminated in the excavation of the cliff” grave at Pengshan, which yielded a wealth of Han
relics. The scientific research task toree set up jointly by the Central Museum and the Institute of History and Philology
under the Central Research Academy conducted extensive field research at Dunhuang, Yumen Pass, among other locations
in northwest China, which brought to light Qijia Culture characterized by the graves at Yangwawan, Ningding County,
Gansu. The Chuan-Rang Ethnic Research Contingent led by Ma Changshou (1907-197 1) and Ling Chunsheng (1902-1981)
carried out probes into historical relics, ethnic groups and customs, spoken and written languages and the folk handicraft
industry in southwest China, where they managed to collect large quantities of ethnic artifacts and cultural relics, ranging
from Miao costumes, the Dongha scripture of the Naxi nationals to Tibetan Thangkas. All these tinds constitute the most
intriguing and unique collections of Nanjing Museum.

Having won the war against the Japanese, the nationalist government returned to Nanjing. On Oct.29 1916, the
765th meeting of the Executive Yuan reaffirmed the decision to “hand over to the Central Museum the collections of the
Exhibition Center for Cultural Relies relocated to Nanjing in accordance with the Central Political Conference resolution”,
In December of the same year, the Preparatory Office of the Central Museum brought back to Nanjing all the cultural
relics which had been evacuated westward to Sichuan. With the cultural relies finally returning home and the restoration
work completed, the ten-year history of shelter-seeking and displacement from their former havens drew to a close.

In January 1947, construction of the Central Museum which had continued on and oft” for eleven years was restarted
based on the original design. By the end of 1915, the first phase of the project—taday’s History Exhibition 1all of
Nanjing Musewm—was completed, which marked the beginning of the first stage ot stable development of the Central
Museum since its establishment. Remarkable progress was made in the collection of cultural relics, ranging from large
amounts of rare artifacts and books the museum had bought to archacological specimens unearthed by the Institute of
History and Philology at the Yin Ruins and the collections of Shanghai Muscum for Peace and notorious traitors like
Wang Jingwei (1888-1911). Noteworthy is that a considerable share of the Central Museum’s collections were contributed
by the public and private sectors, including the Simuwu Rectangle Ding, the Maogong Ding, the drinking vessel ot King
Yichu of Xu and other celebrated cultural treasures,

The situation of the civil war took a dramatic turn in the fall of 1948 and the nationalist government decided to
ship cargoes ot selected cultural relics to Taiwan. By the end of the year, the first shipment departed Nanjing on board
naval vessels and the second and third installments arrived in Taiwan in the following year. Among them were 852 cases
ot cultural relics kept by the Preparatory Office of the Central Museum, most of which were the cream of its collections,
including the Maogong Ding and large quantities of inscribed oracle bones excavated at the Yin Ruins. Since 1949, the
majority of the cultural relies relocated from the Palace Museum to the Chaotian Palace in Nanjing were sent back to

Beijing in three installments, with the remainder stored at Nanjing Musceum,
[

Shortly after the liberation of Nanjing, the military regulatory commission of Nanjing took over the Preparatory
Oftice of the Central Museum on May 7 1949, On March 9 1950, the Preparatory Office was renamed Nanjing Musceum
by the Ministry of Culture of the PRC and placed under its Administration of Cultural Relies. With the laying of” glazed
tiles completed on July 27 1952, the History Exhibition Hall of Nanjing Museum took on a grandiose and stately splendor.
Though the museum had since been placed under different authorities with its identity and missions being changed several
times, collection-huilding has remained one of its top priorities all along and extraordinary achievements have been made
in this regard,

As the successor to the Central Museum, Nanjing Museum took over all the cultural relics previously housed at
the Central Muscum, along with the court relics handed over by the Exhibition Center for Cultural Relies and those
originally owned by the History Museum of Peiping. Besides, archacological finds and relics collected by elder scholars
over the course of archacological excavations and ethnie surveys in the southwest, northwest and the Central Plains also
made their way into Nanjing Muscum. Following its merger with the Provineial Muscum of Jiangsu (based in Nanjing
during the ROC years) in March 1959, Nanjing Muscum came into the latter's abundant collections. Since the 19350s,
large amounts of precious relies have been loaned or transterred by Nanjing Museum on government orders to the Palace
Museum and the Muscum ot” Chinese History.

Looking back on the 70-plus years of history of Nanjing Muscum, we may generally divide its course of development

into twa stages, The first stage spanning seventeen years was marked by the Central Museum’s efforts in protecting and
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collecting national treasures. During the second stage, which began after the founding of the PRC and lasted sixty years,
the priority has been switched to turning the museum into a venue for academic vesearch, public education and cultural
enlightenment. The collections of Nanjing Museum have been continyously enriched and diversified as its workers
staunchly commit themselves to bringing the values of cultural relies into full play.

Over the past sixty years since the founding ot the New China, Nanjing Museum has been huilding its collections by
the following means:

1. Conducting Archacological Excavations

The past sixty years have witnessed Nanjing Muscum undertaking a great number of archacological excavations
in Jiangsu and east China at large, which yielded a wealth of fabulous cultural relics bearing features unique to their
locations. These finds added significantly to the museum’s collections. In the carly days since the founding of the PRC,
Nanjing Museum played a leading role in the excavation of the two mausoleums of the South Tang Dynasty, the survey
of the tombs dating back to the Six Dynasties, the uncarthing of tombs of the Han Dynasty containing stone sculptures
at Yinan, Shandong, and the excavation of the tomb oft Marquis Cai of the Spring and Autumn Period at Shouxian
County, Anhui. Besides, it dispatched some of its staft at the vequest of relevant authorities to Zhengzhoa to help with
the excavation of the city relics of the Shang Dynasty. All these activities produced impressive finds. Moreover, the

cmuseum was also credited with the unearthing of significant relies at Qingliangang of’ Huaran, Xianlidun of Wuxi,
Beiyinyangying of’ Nanjing, Liulin and Dadunzi of Pixian County, ete. Other excavations of import include the tomb of
Marquis Yi at Yandun Mountain, Dantu (featuring a gui, a round-mouthed food vessel with two or four loop handles), the
tomb of the North Jin Dynasty at Nanjing (containing the brick sculptures titled “the Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove
and Rong Qiqi), the graves of Wang Xingzhi and Wang Xianzhi in the cemetery of the Wings of the North Jin Dynasty.
Thanks to these archacological excavations, extraordinary relics have been brought to light, including artifacts and animal
fossils of the Paleolithic Age around the Maling Mountains, the Ningzhen Mountains and Taihu Lake, artifacts made
of stone, jade, animal bones and horns and pottery chavacterizing Majiabang Culture, Songze Culture, Belyinyangying
Culture, Liangzhu Culture, Qinghangang Culture, Dawenkou Culture and Longshan Culture of the Neolithic Age,
bronzeware of Wu and Yue (dating back to the Shang and Zhou dynasties), jadeware of the Han Dynasty, celadon ware ol
the Six Dynasties and ceramies ot the Ming and Qing dynastiesfmany ol which are of a dazzling fineness).

The archacological surveys and excavations conducted by Nanjing Museum over the past sixty years not only
contributed enormously to its collections but also proved of incalculable value in the tollowing terms: First, they furnished
reliable materials and evidence which shed Tight on the local culture of Jiangsu and its nexus with ancient cultures of the
neighboring provinees and led to quite a few important academic findings. Second, these activities yielded an abundance of
material cultural leads essential to reconstructing the ancient history of Jiangsu and filling the void in historical studies:
Third, systematic efforts aimed at collecting and rescuing specific relics were of great value in protecting and presery ing
material cultural treasures of signilicance.

2. Making Purchases

Thanks to the special funds allocated by the government, Nanjing Museum has been able to purchase cultural relics
through a varicty of channels over the years. Some relies in private possession were cither donated by their collectors
or bought by the Provincial Antique Store o Jiangsu (headquarters) and handed over to the museum. In some other
instances, cultural relies, especially those making up a distinctive series, were collected from their private owners in a
wholesale manner. The third approach involved making concerted efforts with antique stores nationwide to purchase
cultural relics, with special attention being paid to those featuring a common theme. The tourth approach tocused on the
purchase of extraordinary cultural relics from auction houses to complement the museum’s colleetions. Cultural relics
obtained in this way range from unearthed artifacts to heirlooms handed down by the old generations. Some date hack to
ancient times while others are ereations of modern and contemporary ages. Cultural velics purchased by Nanjing Muscum
also include large quantities of folk relics and those unigue to ethnic minorities. With the decpening of the reform
drive and the relaxation of controls on the market for cultural relics and artistic works, Nanjing Muscunm becomes more
vigorous and market-oviented inits bid to select and purchase cultural relies urgently needed to enrich s collections,

3. Collecting Donations from the Private Sector

By donating cultural relics to museums—the best curetakers of these treasures —individual citizens are making
salutary contributions to the society. Sixty years have elapsed and cultural relies donated by their private owners have by
far constituted a sizable share of Nanjing Museum's vollections, which also encompass unecarthed artitacts and those velies
it purchased or took over from other saurces,

Before the 1990s, donations were given to Nanjing Museum in large quantities. Donors mcluding Wo Hufan (1581-
1968), Wei Jinfei (1908-1983), Wu Baitao (1006-1992), Qian Jingtang (1910-198:3), Rong Yiren (1916-2005) and the

tamilies of Pang Yuanji (186:4-1914); Chen Zhifo (1898-1962) and Fa Baoshi (190 1=1565) have gone down in the history
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of the museum for their dedication to the service of the motherland. Without their contributions, the museum would
never have built up such many and varied collections. In vecent years, we've been vigorously promoting the notion of
serving the general public and advocating for private donations, Great importance has been attached to the collection,
research, exhibition of cultural relics and the publication work. In the meantime, joint exhibitions are being held with the
original owners, which have produced a positive social effect and led to a win-win situation for both the museum and the
owners in terms of social benefits, In January 2007, the offspring of’ My, I'u Baoshi donated to the state a collection of” Mr.
Fu's sketches, manuscripts and seals which they'd been holding dear. These donations, along with the 565 paintings by Fu
contributed by his wite, Mrs. Luo Shibui, in 19749, are valued not only as artistic works hut also as precious archives and
became one ot the most distinetive theme collections of Nanjing Museum. Now the museum hoasts the largest collection
of Fu's works home and abroad. An exhibition hall is devoted to these donations where displays are being held regularly
of seleeted Fu's works in different series. As cultural products serving the spiritual needs of the public and important

exhibitions admired by all quarters, they are making their due contributions to the social benefits.
111

Today Nanjing Musceam is home to large quantities of cultural relies with either national features or those unique
to Hangsu. Among them are not only heirlooms of the court but alse relies uncovered in archaeological excavations. The
#20,000 cultural relies housed here constitute an enormous treasure trove of the culture and art of the Chinese nation
with each and every dynasty having its own defining works of exceptional fineness. The collections cover a great variety,
ranging from bronzeware, jadeware, poreelain, silver and gold ware, lacquerware, artifacts made of bamboo, wood, ivory
and horn to embroidered silk fabrics, calligraphic works, paintings, seals, sculptures and inseribed tablets. Every single
category features a coherent historical lineage, a unique testament to the historical development of the Chinese civilization
over thousands of years. As cultural resources and assets of” an enormous size, these collections provide fertile ground for
the academic research and prove an inexhaustible material source of cultural services.

In 2001, statutes were passed at the 20th meeting of the International Council ot Muscums (ICOM) held in
Barcelona, which recognized the nuscum as "a non-profit, permanent institution in the service of society and its
development, open to the public, which acquires, conserves, resciarches, communicates and exhibits the tangible and
intangible hevituge of humanity and its environment for the purposes ot education, study and enjoyment”. Museums were
identified by the meeting as institutions in the service of society and the public. As the understanding of the purpose and
functions of museums in the new era deepens, Nanjing Museum wasted no time in establishing the long-term goals and
agenda for better serving the general public and conducting academic research, giving the top priority to the research and
utilization ot cultural relics for the public good.

Should access be denied to cultural relies, the public would be unable to recognize their social and aesthetic values
and museums would find it hard to make full and integrated use of these resources. To better serve the society and
introduce these cultural treasures to more of’ the general publie, we've been working on publications designed to male
a comprehensive and systematic presentation of our collections on the basis of those exhibitions held in recent years
and vigorously pressing ahead with a program for the promotion of creative cultural products collectively known as the
“Grand Treasure Servies ot Nanjing Museum”. Cultural relies most characteristic of their categories were sorted out and
assembled into different series, which is an integrated use of our collections facilitating the study and appreciation of
the cultural heritage and may be kept as archives. The compilation and publication of the "Grand Treasure Series” would
not only provide the public with a healthy cultural diet but also turnish the academic community with first-hand rescarch
materials, The values of the cultural relics housed at Nanjing Museum would therefore be brought into tull play and it is
hoped that these publications would play a positive role in promoting the national culture and social education.

We believe that itis a worthy cause to promote a series of cultural products and expose the general public to Nanjing
Museum'’s collections ot cultural relies which would be visually presented. These servies of publications epitomize our
efforts in carrying on the cultural heritage and material treasures acquired and well preserved by our predecessors
as well as our commitment to the carnest research and effective utilization ot them, which is scen as our unshirkable
responsibilities. They would not only well serve the needs of the general public and give a strong boost to academic

research but also act as a driving force for the long-term development of Nanjing Museum.

Mr. Gong Liang
Curator of Nanjing Museim

November, 2009
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