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Preface: My Academic Journey

Since graduating from the Department of Philosophy of the Liaoning
University in 1983, I have been on university campuses for over 34 years.
Time flies by like a blink of an eye. In these three decades the positions |
held and my research fields have changed. However, no matter where I
was, on campus, on the podium, in business or in politics, I always
followed my heart, pushing myself to write and research, thus accumulating
wisdom of over two million of words and publishing a few of mine on the
way. | taught philosophy and philosophical history ( especially Western
philosophy) at the Liaoning University and the Liaoning Youth Officer
Institute ( currently Shenyang Institute of Engineering) for 12 years. 1
received my postgraduate degree in philosophy from the Liaoning University
in 1989 and was promoted to the position of associate professor of the
Liaoning Youth Officer Institute in 1992, a rare honour then. Moreover,
during my postgraduate years, I delved deeply into original works of
Western philosophy and started to translate works of Western philosophers,
including The Heart of Man and The Hope of Man, as well as The Love
Theory of Freud. All of the three works were published by the Liaoning
University Publishing House in late 1980s, at a period when all over China
there was a great enthusiasm about philosophy, especially in universities.
Works and lectures on Western philosophy were well received on
campuses. Hence, my publications were quite popular among the readers,
10,000 to 150,000 copies were sold helping to ignite students’ enthusiasm

for philosophy and the development of China’s research on Western
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philosophy. Whenever I look back to those days of burning the midnight oil
and making every effort to translate those works diligently, it gives me such
a joy. The book Explore the Heart of this series is a collection of these three
works. After becoming a lecturer, my interest turned to Western Philosophy
and Frankfurt School and 1 wrote dozens of papers, some of which were
published by well-known national academic journals like Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences’ Researches on Foreign Sociology and Journal of Renmin
University of China. It's worth mentioning that my research on Fromm’s
philosophy was unique and had a great influence in China. In the early
1990s, the Chinese Communist Party encouraged the whole Party to learn
philosophy. This provided a new venue for dissemination of my research. 1
gave philosophy lectures for leaders of provincial departments and wrote a
weekly column of philosophy education in the Shenyang Daily with their
invitation from 1990 - 1992, hundreds of articles have been published, 1
became a very popular columnist. Most articles in the book Meditation on
Philosophy and History of this series were composed during this period.

In 1995, 1 was elected and appointed as the Deputy Director of
Liaoning Educational Commission ( later as the Deputy Director of Liaoning
Educational Board ). This new assignment which continued until April
2003, led to the first change in my research focus, from philosophy to
higher education. 1 started reading literature on Pedagogy, Higher
Educational Management and History of Chinese and Foreign Educational
Thoughts. Soon, I was honoured to be recruited as a postgraduate studies
supervisor in the field of higher educational management at Shenyang
Normal University. During my two decades being the postgraduate studies
supervisor, I became extremely interested in the U.S. higher education
and did extensive research on the subject as I paid visits to the U.S.
education institutions, including the Ivy League universities, community
colleges, public and private schools, I supervised many postgraduate
students who also did research on U. S. higher education. Based on all

s



Preface: My Academic Journey

these visits and research, I wrote a book in collaboration with Professor
Wang Fengyu of Shenyang Normal University on Comparative Research on
Chinese and U. S. Higher Education, published by Higher Education Press
in 2011, which, to some extent, was the first in this field and is still one of
the most comprehensive publications in this field. The book Comparison
between Chinese and U.S. Higher Education in this series covers the
revised edition of that book.

From 2000 to 2003, I studied Management Engineering at Dongbei
University on-the-job doctorate program. In the meantime, I was promoted
to the position of professor at Dongbei University and became a doctoral
supervisor for management studies at Liaoning Technical University.
Studying principle theories of economics and management led to another
change of my research field, this time the change is from education to
economics, based on my studies at Dongbei University, I started my
research in economics and management. In April 2003, I became the
Assistant Secretary General of Liaoning Government, aiding with fiscal,
financial, auditing matters and educational issues of Liaoning Province.
Two years later, in July 2005, I was appointed as the Party Chairman and
President of the Liaoning’s biggest financial company at that time, Liaoning
Rural Credit Cooperatives. I held this position until March 2011. During
this period, I attended DUFE’s E-MBA program, and got my master degree
in Finance. 1 wrote close to hundred articles on China’s financial
innovation, especially on financial reform in rural areas, some of which
were published in journals like Economic Daily, Financial Times and Rural
Credit Cooperative of China. 1 also had a column on rural finance in China’s
Rural Finance. Later, at the invitation of China Financial Publishing
House , articles of this period were compiled into two books, Research on
Legal Entity Governance of Rural Credit Cooperatives and Orientation of
Finance, which were the first in this field and were chosen as the material

for national training on higher level officials of Rural Credit Cooperatives.
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The book Finance for the People in this series is the collection of these two
works.

March 2011 marked another milestone in my life. I became the Mayor
and then the Municipal Party Chairman of Huludao City. During the five
years of my term that continued until March 2016, 2. 82 million citizens of
Huludao united together to explore its transition from a traditional heavy
industry base to a modern tourism centre. We made swimsuit manufacturing
a special industrial cluster of the city and held annual swimsuit exhibitions
to support it; we adjusted the mixed ownership of Huludao Nonferrous
Metal Group and achieved a very big success, created the Huludao Mode ;
the city won the title of national forest city; we established Dondaihe New
District outside Shanhaiguan and initiated a set of infrastructure projects,
including one sports stadium, five sports centres, Qingshan reservoir,
Xingjian expressway, Suizhong harbor and Costal Plank Road. Over a
hundred speeches were made during this period, covering what I learned
from my work in city construction and administration, which played a
guiding role on the city’s reform and development. The book Times of
Politics in this series is a collection of speeches and reports from this
period , reflecting my thoughts and research on politics.

In March 2016, 1 left the leadership of Huludao Municipal
Government, and moved to the beautiful coastal city of Dalian, assumed
the position of Chairman at Dongbei University of Finance and Economics
(DUFE). Returning to campus and classroom made me feel extremely
excited, so I regarded this opportunity as the final stop of my career. I was
determined to carry on my research and from the moment I took office 1
started considering how to improve the overall development of DUFE to a
higher level. After careful consideration and deliberations, I focused on
how to secure more resources for university operations, and increase the
researches on the decision science which is fully involved with the

economic and social development. I set up two research groups, Political
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Economy of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics, and Revitalization of
Liaoning Old Industrial Base. I also assumed their leadership. Within one
year, [ wrote papers including The New Realm of Marxist Political
Economics Opened up through Five Development Concepts, The Theretical
Significance of Supply-side Structural Reform, Complementary Advantages
and Synergetic Development—Theoretical Reform and Practical Exploration
on the Relations between Market and Government, which were published on
Guangming News, theory section of Liaoning News, and Research on
Finance and Economics. These papers were appreciated by the Political
Economy of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics theoretical research
group at the Publicity Department of the Central Committee of the CPC,
and were included into one monograph Theory, Reality, Approach. Based
on the research cited above, I attended the national seminars on the theory
and research of political economy and delivered reports as the main speaker
three times. My method of integrating research with practice attracted
participants and was highly recognized by respected researchers in these
areas, especially, by Professor Gu Hailiang, the leading expert of the
Research Group. Prof. Gu also appointed me as a member of the expert
group of the Political Economy of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics
theoretical research group at the Publicity Department of the Central
Committee of the CPC. Based on the theoretical economics research and my
achievements on political economy of socialism with Chinese
characteristics, I set up another research group, Revitalization of Liaoning
Old Industrial Base. The research was carried out in the following five
area: assessment of the former revitalization, Liaoning’s position in history
and the 13th five-year plan, supply-side structural reform, reform of state-
owned enterprises, development of private enterprises. Five reports were
submitted to the 12th Congress of the CPC at Liaoning Provincial Party
Committee and were highly acclaimed by the Chairman of Liaoning

Provincial Party Committee Li Xi, who requested the relevant departments
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to make further research and included the research achievements into the
final report of the Liaoning Congress of the CPC. The appreciation and
positive remarks of Chairman Li Xi had greatly encouraged our research
groups. This year, I led a group to carry out two investigations on reform of
Liaoning economic structure and fiscal system, and completed two reports.
One of them was included in the two issues of The Think Tank of the
Xinhua News Agency, and was praised by the Governor of Liaoning
Province Chen Qiufa, who sent researchers from the provincial government
research and development centre to visit DUFE to meet and discuss with
our group. Ada delegate of the National People’s Congress, I submitted the
second report to the Standing Committee of the NPC in the NPC and
CPPCC period. The report received great attention from the Ministry of
Finance which then sent a research group to Liaoning and further inquire
about ideas. Mr Li Xi reviewed these two reports, and made the following
important statements: “The two reports are of high quality and provide very
insightful views and advice. The leaders and officers of Liaoning
Government and relevant departments should study the reports thoroughly
and follow effective ways to deepen the reform of the fiscal system, enhance
the structural adjustment, accelerate transformation, upgrade and firmly
strengthen the new round of revitalization of the Liaoning old industrial
base”. I was really honoured that two out of my seven reports were viewed
by Mr Li Xi within one year. This gave me courage and confidence to lead
the DUFE research group and continue to carry out research on the decision
science. The book Statecraft and Ideology in this series is the collection of
the papers and investigation reports mentioned above.

Over the years, apart from my academic research, I've always had a
great enthusiasm for poetry. I read a lot of classics and wrote poems
myself. In 2009, my first poem collection Mild Drizzle and Gentle Breeze
was published by the Writers Publishing House, and then it was published

in Hong Kong and Taiwan. Surprisingly, high praise rippled through the
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Preface: My Academic Journey

poetry and aesthetics circles. Distinguished writer Wang Yunlv and literary
theorist Wang Xiangfeng wrote the preface for this collection, and arranged
a symposium on behalf of the Liaoning Poetry Association and the Liaoning
Aesthetics Association, where lively discussions met with insightful views.
I learned a lot and was fully encouraged. After the symposium, the Volume
of Discussions on Du Benwei’s Poetry edited mainly by Professor Wang
Xiangfeng was published. The symposium and the book have further
boosted my passion for poetry. In the following years, when I was at
leisure, 1 spent more time on learning about the history and culture of
Huludao City, its mountains, rivers and beautiful sightseeing sites, which
greatly inspired me and, ten poems and lyrics I wrote. While in DUFE, I
have composed several songs and lyrics which were quite popular among
DUFE faculty and students. The book Poetry Can Tell in this series is the
collection of my poems and literary critique. Besides, I wrote prose and
travelling notes such as On Buddha Island with Master Hsing Yun, and
memoirs such as Love Lives Forever, dialogues such as Life with Passion,
prefaces and postscripts such as Free Spirit, Young Soul. The works cited
above have been collected in the book Writing is For Conveying Truth of
this series, just as a showcase of my creation.

The title of this series, “Yinwen Zhai Series” , originated from the
name of my study “ Yinwen Zhai”, which means “a place to learn and
work hard” ; and * Series” which means to compile all that I have read,
thought about and composed during studies. The series were published by
DUFE Press. I would like to take this opportunity to express my great
gratitude to my colleagues who have supported me and collaborated with me
at different times and stages of my academic life without considering any
rewards. Their names will be mentioned in different books in this series. 1
would also like to extend my gratitude to Tian Shizhong, the President of
DUFE Press, and Li Bin, Director of General Editing Office as well as

other colleagues at the Editor Office. It is their great support and
T,
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professionalism that made it possible to publish this book within such a
short period of time.

This serves as the preface.

Du Benwei
10th September, 2017



