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Unit 1 Greetings and Introduction

Lead-in

How do you greet your friends? Discuss it with your partner. You may use the
following examples for help.

Student A: Hello, Jack. Haven’t seen you for a long time. How’s everything going?
Student B: Not bad. How about you?

Student A: Hi. Nice to see you here.

Student B: Nice to see you, too.
Dialogues

Dialogue 1
Doris: How’s life these days?
Steve: Mmm, just OK. And how are you?
Doris: Pretty good. Nice weather today, isn’t it?
Steve: Yes, it’s good for doing some exercises.
Doris: How about going jogging together?
Steve: Good idea!Let’s enjoy the sunshine!
Doris: Let’s go.
Dialogue 2
Mary: Hey, Helen. Haven’t seen you for ages.
Helen: Oh, hi, Mary. Yeah, it has been a long time. How’s everything?
Mary: Not too bad, thanks, and you?
Helen: Pretty good, thanks.
Mary: I’m sorry I’m in a hurry right now.
Helen: OK. See you some other time, huh?
Mary: Yeah, let’s get together some time. Take care.
Helen: You too.
| Dialogue 3
Jason: Hello, Thomas. It’s good to see you. Have you met Mr. Li?
-1-
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Thomas: No. I don’t believe I have.

Jason: Mr. Li, I’d like to introduce Thomas. Thomas is our business partner. And
Thomas, Mr. Li is our new sales manager.

Thomas: I’'m very happy to meet you, Mr. Li.

Mr. Li: It’s my pleasure, Thomas.

Jason: He is the general manager of the Beijing branch.

Dialogue 4

Wu Ping: Hi, Liu Yun, nice to see you here.

Liu Yun: Hi, good to see you! How are you?

Wu Ping: Not bad. May I introduce you to our manager, Mr. Smith?

Liu Yun: How do you do, Mr. Smith?

Mr. Smith: How to you do, Liu Yun. Nice to meet you!

Liu Yun: Nice to meet you, too. Welcome to China.

Mr. Smith: Thanks. Your oral English is very good!

Liu Yun: Oh, thank you for saying so. I am flattered !Here is my business card.

Mr. Smith: Thanks. This is mine.

Liu Yun: I hope you will enjoy your stay here.

Mr. Smith: I bet I will.

Dialogue 5

(On the first day of a new semester: the new English teacher, Susan, is asking the
students to introduce themselves. )

Teacher: Who would like to introduce himself, first?

Jeffery: My name is Jeffery. I’'m from Yantai, a beautiful coastal city in Shandong
province. There are three people in my family, my father, my mother, and I. I like
playing basketball very much.

Teacher: I think we’ve already known something about you. But, I still wonder why
you choose Business English as your major?

Jeffery: Because I love English and it is a hot major for undergraduates seeking
decent and better-paid job. Besides, working in Internationale trade has always been my
ultimate career goal.

Teacher: Oh, great. Thank you for your introduction.

-2-



Unit 1 Greetings and introduction

Dialogue 6

Host: Good evening, everyone. Welcome to the English Contest. The first contestant
is Peter. Peter, would you please introduce something about yourself to us?

Peter: OK, thanks. Hello, everyone!My name is Peter. I come from a foreign
language school in Beijing. It is really a great honor to have this opportunity to
participate in this contest. I’m an active and smart boy. My favorite subject is English. I
like it very much. I’ll try my best to give you a good performance this morning. Hope you
can support me!Thank you!

Host: Thank you, Peter. Wish you success!

Dialogue 7

Stella: This is our new employee, Morgan.

Morgan: Hi, everybody!I’m glad to meet you all!

Stella: Would you like to make a brief introduction about yourself?

Morgan: Sure!Thank you. My name is Morgan. My hometown is Guangzhou, China.
I’m a postgraduate from Tsinghua University and my major is Western Economics. I’ve
heard so much about this corporation and I’ve been looking forward to working here. I
hope we can get along well with each other. Thanks a lot.

Stella: Okay!Welcome to our company! I will show you around later.

Morgan: Thank you. What’s my job?

Stella: You will be in charge of the promotion of goods. What do you say?

Morgan: No problem. I will try my best. You can count on me!

Stella: And if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask Mark who is in
charge of the personnel department.

Morgan: Okay!I really appreciate it.

Dialogue 8

Carl: Good morning, Jim. I’d like you to meet John. He’s our new Sr. Software
Engineer. John, Jim is our personnel officer.

Jim: (shakes hands with John) Hello, it’s a pleasure to meet you, John. Welcome
aboard.

John: Thank you. I’m glad to meet you, too.

Carl: And this is Frank. He’s part of your team.

John: Hi, Frank, I’m very happy to meet you.

-3-
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Frank: Hello, John, I’'m glad to meet you. I’ve heard so much about you.

Carl: (smiling) Only good things, John. Oh, and here comes Ed Blakely, the
department manager.

Ed: Hello, you must be John. Pleased to meet you.

John: I’m honored to make your acquaintance, sir. I’'m looking forward to working
for you.

Ed: From what I’ve heard, you’re going to fit in just fine. I’ll see you this afternoon
to go over things.

John: Fine with me.

Carl: And this is Margot. She’s also part of your team.

Margot: Hello, John. It’s good to see you.

John: Hello, Margot. The pleasure’s all mine.

Dialogue 9

Lucas: Hi, I’'m Lucas, I just moved in next door.

Barbasra: Oh, hi, Lucas, come in. I’'m Barbara. Nice to meet you.

Lucas: Nice to meet you too.

Barbasra: Would you like something to drink? I’ve got tea and some grape juice.

Lucas: Thanks. Some tea would be nice. Chinese tea is great. I really like your tea
set. Where did you get it?

Barbasra: Oh, there is a supermarket not far from here. But there is also a tea house
around the corner where you can get tea,taste tea and get a tea set as well.

Lucas: Oh yeah, I saw the tea house the other day. I think I might go and have a
look sometime. It’s a nice neighborhood here.

Barbasra: You are right about that. It’s quiet and very convenient. You can get to
the bus and the subway stations within ten minutes’ walk. There’s a grocery store, a
book store, a gym, and many restaurants along the street.

Lucas: There’s a gym nearby? That’s exciting! I really want to start to go to gym as
soon as possible. I’ve been lazy this summer holiday and have put on some weight.

Barbasra: Well, if you want we can go together sometime. Actually I was thinking of
going this afternoon, if you like, you can join me and I can show you the neighborhood
along the way.

Lucas: That would be wonderful. Thanks!
—4-
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Dialogue 10

Lucas: Hey. I’'m a visitor from China. I love your music. It’s the best I’ve ever
heard. Will you please spare a little bit of time for me?

Barbasra: Sure. Thank you for saying that. Actually, those songs were sung for the
first time today. I wrote them in the past two months.

Lucas: Oh, you wrote them all by yourself. That’s amazing! Are you a regular singer
here?

Barbasra: You can say that. But my band and I also sing regularly in several other
places, too.

Lucas: Cool. Your guitar skills are very impressive. How did you learn to play like
that?

Barbasra: I picked up guitar at an early age, maybe around 8 years old. Afterward, I
taught myself by listening to some records of top players.

Lucas: Wow, that’s unbelievable! You play so well, but you’ve never been to a real

teacher. You will definitely be famous in the near future.

Useful Expressions

A. Introducing oneself
® How do you do?My name’s Teresa.
@ Allow me to introduce myself. I’m Susan Li, a freshman from Intentional
Department.
@ Excuse me. I don’t believe we’ve met. I’'m Michael Hanks.
@ Excuse me. Haven’t we met before?I come from China.

® Hi, I’'m Mike. May I know your name please?

B. Introducing somebody
® I don’t think you’ve met my classmate Mike. This is Mike. And Mike, this is
Mary.
@® Let me introduce you to each other.
@ Meet my cousin, Bob.
@® Jason, I'd like you to meet Edison Brown, the principal of our school.

® Have you met Chanel Jones, Laura?
C. Greeting people
@ Good morning/afternoon/evening.

-5-
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@ How are you?
® How are you doing?
@ Glad to meet you.
@ Nice to meet you.
@ Haven’t seen you for ages. How are you?
® How’s everything?
® How are things going with you?
@ Anything new?
@ What’s up/new?
@® What’s going on?
D. Responding to greetings
@ I’'m very well. Thank you. And you?
@® Fine. How about you?
@ As usual.
@® Can’t complain, thank you.
@ Couldn’t be better, thanks.
@ Just so-so.
@ Pretty good, thank you.
@ Not too bad, thanks.

Further Reading

When people meet someone for the first time, it is usual to shake the person’s right
hand with your right hand. You can address a new acquaintance using their title and
family name. You may use their first name when they ask you to do so. The simplest
thing to say is “Hello” or “Hi”, which is a very common way of greeting someone and
suitable in both formal and more relaxed situations. A variation of that, which you’re
probably more likely to hear, is “How are you?”, “How are you going?” or “How’s it
going?”” No answer is expected other than “Fine, thank you. ” After you’ve answered that
question, the most usual thing to do is to return the question and ask the other person
if they are well. You can return-the question with a simple “And you?” or “How about

you?”



Unit 2 Weather and Seasons

Lead-in

What do you think of the weather today? What’s the temperature outside/inside
now? Do you happen to know what’s the weather going to be like tomorrow? How can we
get the weather information? Discuss them with your partner. You may use the following
examples for help:

Q: What do you think of the weather today?

A: It’s terrible/awful/rainy/sunny/lovely/warm/hot/cold today. I feel a little bit ...

Q: What’s the temperature outside/inside now?

A: The temperature is ...

Q: Do you happen to know what the weather is going to be like tomorrow?

A: It will be sunny/clear ...

Q: How can we get the weather information?

A: We usually get the information from ...
Dialogues

Dialogue 1
Kate: What a rain! It’s terrible, isn’t it, John?
John: You bet. It’s raining cats and dogs!
Kate: And cows!The weather forecast says the wet weather is expected to continue
toward the end of the week.
John: Too bad!Our barbecue on Sunday will be mined again.
Kate: Then we’ll have to take another rain check!
Dialogue 2
A: What’s the weather forecast for today?
B: Cloudy in the morning, and overcast in the afternoon.
A: Any rain?
B: No, but I wouldn’t be surprised if it rained tomorrow.
A: I wouldn’t either. It’s been looking like rain for several days.

Dialogue 3
A: How’s the weather in your hometown?

-7-
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B: It’s rather cold in winter; sometimes the temperature drops to 15 dagrees Celsus
below zero.
A: It must be terribly cold then.
B: Yes, but we've gotten used to it.
A: How about summer?
B: Hot and humid days most of the time.
Dialogue 4

A: What a wind! It’s really awful.
B: Yes, there’s a dust storm blowing up.
. A: You could get blinded if you go outside.
B: The weather forecaster recommends staying indoors.
A: Sure. Then let’s just stay inside.
Dialogue 5
A: Fairly warm this morning, isn’t it?
B: Yes, the weather is nice today. I hope it stays nice like this for a long period of time.
A: How about a walk in the park and enjoying the sunshine?
B: That sounds like a good idea. The sky is clear, and there’s a nice cool breeze.
A: Sure. If this weather keeps up, we may have a picnic tomorrow.
B: Sounds great!
Dialogue 6

[ Elaine (E) and Tiffany (T) are talking about the weather. ]

E: What’s it like outside today?

T: It’s clearing up. It’s quite different from the weather forecast.

E: What does the weather forecast say?

T: The weatherman predicted it would go from overcast to cloudy.

E: Well, as you know, the weather is rather changeable, especially at this time of
year, isn’t it? Anyway, the temperature has dropped a lot today.

T: Yeah, maybe you’re right. The weather is often quite different from the weather
forecast.

Dialogue 7

A: How terrible a day it is!

B: Yes. The weather is really awful!

A: Is this kind of weather common here?l almost can’t stand it, you know, so hot

and humid.



Unit 2 Weather and Seasons

B: No. Actually, it is very likely to have a downpour tonight. After that, I think it
will be cool.

A: I hope so. It’s been so hot for several days.

B: Believe me. The weather like this never lasts long.

A: I began to miss the days in Kunming. It’s neither so hot in summer nor so cold in
winter.

B: The autumn will come in one or two months. That is the best season here. You’ll
love it.

A: Well, I hope you are right. Would you like to go swimming with me?

B: All right. Let’s go.

Dialogue 8

A and B, two friends, are standing at the top of a hill near the campus, chatting
about the weather in autumn.

A: I say, B, what month is it now?

B: Oh, already November.

A: How time flies! Autumn is almost gone. But I like autumn very much.

B: So do I. Many people think the same as we do.

A: What’s the reason for this?

B: The most important reason may be that in autumn the temperature is just right,
and the weather is neither too hot nor too cold. More importantly, the days are often
sunny and bright, the scenery here is very beautiful, and life is enjoyable.

A: Please look at the fields down below. The harvest have been gathered in. The
farmers are now at home, engaged in processing their products for the market.

B: Times are different. People today have a strong sense of market. But for us
students it is the best time to obtain progress in studies.

A: Yes. Oh, do you feel there is a cool breeze in the air? I feel a bit chilly.

B: So do I. Actually this is Nov. 25. It is late autumn.

A: Look at the maple trees around us. They are losing their leaves in a big way, and
the branches are gradually becoming bare. That shows winter is on its way here.

B: What time is it now?

A: My watch doesn’t keep good time. But I guess it may be 5: 30.

B: Then let’s go back to our campus and get ready for supper.

A: OK.
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Dialogue 9

A: I’m sure it will be wet when we arrive.

B: Yes. I dare say it will be.

A: Tt will be Sunday so I expected everything will be closed.

B: No. I don’t think that’s possible. Some places are sure to be open.

A: But the bank should be closed so we shouldn’t to be able to get some money.

B: Mmm, you may be right.

A: Do you think we’ll need our overcoats?

B: No. We couldn’t possibly.

A: Why not?

B: It will be summer. So it will be hot.

A: Is that very likely in England?

B: Yes. It could happen.

Dialogue 10

A: There is a tornado warning on. My mother just told me she heard it on the radio.

B: What is a tornado warning?

A: It means that a tornado has been seen somewhere in the area.

B: Really? In New Berlin?

A: No. Not necessarily in town. But in southern Wisconsin somewhere. A tornado
has been spotted. They have two stages here. This is what is called a tornado watch. That
means that the weather conditions are perfect for a tornado.

B: [ understand. They think a tornado might come.

A: Yes. People should look out, because maybe there will be tornadoes coming. So
it’s called a watch.

B: And the second stage is called a tornado warning.

A: Yes. If a tornado has been spotted, they announce a tornado warning. So if
there’s a tornado warning on, it means a tornado is out there somewhere.

B: It’s scary.

A: Well. Tornadoes can be dangerous, it’s true. If we hear something like a loud
train coming, then we have to go in the basement.

B: What do you mean a loud train?

A: That is what tornadoes sound like. They sound like trains. They’re very loud.

B: But if you hear them coming, isn’t it already too late?

A: Maybe. It depends on the tornado. Some can move across the ground at 200

- 10



