i)

b

Bl *1 3
it QJH{’

Z ':I:'

= jégf

i

I

JA‘I' | / I‘

Sk 4

F ) 4

i ﬁ;ﬁi%égt

|‘l|l-' E

- N p—a

it N

IR
)4
St

O rhepd ek E ARG S RS o o
f At

O [R5 Ve 3 L

ful ;

Al

W

8131510 ® 9N

ﬂ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ

JZAE
b2aL




[F1°4¢ 1 D& 5011

AN
I\ P

\\

HERG

=1
TR

=
g Hg
N p—

N 2
= g
El —a
it
Dy

S+

o 'f“\R"f’/ik‘?’:W*lw"” PR SRR
O [FF R BRI B S VR E L T

"

N
E#iﬁﬁ%éﬁ%ﬁé

//i §



,_ Rare and Precious Phags—pa Classics 7
"
W
|

< BIE)AXANE=ER




2k i 152 W]

St DT b R 0 ek el s S S, BB S, Rk S 0. ROk A
FLA i s, FEHURSE N AR EA M CF . 1A LT CsEil . o ORIE
B AL ALAR S 455 . BbAh . AT DADLF . BT R = S5 40 5 e 52 b i i
2 CHR () (B R AR « Bl h-P kA ) A,

1260 4520 FURIALR - LR <. SRR A LA I 0
S CFIFT EIL/NAE (1269 4F) Mifr e E. K “FZE T 8 T, A
FroONEEET, WA, e iRz S EBT s s EET. WA
FAE “ooEBT 8 COnE T H L A H T R AR o 4
R, NEEFEEARHZE. #@H TR Er a7 B 1
HE T 5 A 2 0 SCH R

MR EFRT I 0T, — B WIEA A1 A AT L B2 S R A 5
T, RS PR . BB VEORN A . AEGAE) 57 4,

AEE??@E%%HWM%&,@ﬁl%mx¥%.b@%m¢%ﬁiﬂo
SRS T R ﬁW%AﬁB$%EWﬁEWﬁ%WWW,#%MLET
B5 . MEEAIAT. NBEFFERGA SF . R BRI, EEAT
wmi$ﬁi%;%:W%“W$WN;EEJTEﬁwK& I Ar T
BRSO o BT 0B A S 2L T M Aﬂm?%%%
PR S 00, WA VOR . RS IE S, AR TR T AR S
7. ,1m%ﬁ§mmoﬁw.ﬁﬁwm5ﬁmz~E&ummﬁm5.Wﬁa
SR s — SR PTOEE 0 B IR S . AR RS R

BB SCHI B ER SR, AR, 4. M. BN MBE. WS, B

1



B%l

\=

'd

| srmEsEheERER

B, bzl 4B BRI Y e B R
JNJEL LS SCOSCHR R 2y R 04 S DR BV AT R R KR R AT R A 1 2 B
st . o N2 ST Y A R

FUHI & BE A /L EL SO 2000 60 A, Safr 48, aw i, [R5 EE1. Joalh s
Ry % RATHALG , EHEHLC S T Z BN BAFENEE 100 77, Juill AT 8
10 Rl A (BRlAs =) 3R, CHRBES N O, (EHFR) . (FiE) F
NSRS . AE) iz 4 4R /R SO i 38t b, FRAT b ik il — 22 A
A AT By SCHRSC o T AT S« AR i S A0 (EA B AE LA LA T i

WA R TE. /S B SCCRRN AW L . @b, 2., SE. Xk
FERANUH. WETEE.

WAL XS BRACTUCHRAL . B A2 AT, EDRESE,

FARMER . NEBE T RADESFE SN DU dEE K BOR RS
PR /S B S SR XS AIF 5 S I A St i DU RO AR S B A I R
SCFeE L TR IR ROl SOk b R A 22 0 T e AR L. Tl ek
oG . D, Sty SR BB FEARA A AT R 2 5 (i .

e ot A e 2 At L KRR L P B A R ) SRR AL AR s AR
AR GORHEE B B P Os A 2 5 2 Pk FOTAR AR P (R A R B R . AE e —OF
7R 20 HY R !



Introduction

The Mongols used Uyghur-style Mongol script, Phags-pa script, Clear
Seript. Soyombo seript, Vagindra script. Mongolian Cyrillic seript and some other
types ol written systems in the history. Besides. there was Galik script which was
used specially for transcribing Sanskrit and Tibetan terms. There were also such
famous literature works as The Secret History of Mongolian and Mugaddimat
al-Adab , in which Mongolian was transcribed in Chinese characters and Arabic
seript.,

After Kublai Khan acceded to the throne in 1260, Phagspa was honored as the
National Preceptor. He was commissioned to create a Mongolian script during the
years of Zhiyuan . which was enacted in the sixth year of Zhiyuan (1269). and
called *Mongolian new script” or *Mongolian script”, or commonly known as
“Phags-pa script”. In some historical books. it was called *Mongolian national
writing” or *Mongolian national script”. and others recorded it as “Yuan national
writing” or “ Yuan national script”. Some scholars in modern times named it
“square script” according to the shape of the script. After Phags-pa script was
officially put into use. it was used throughout the entire Yuan Dynasty. The
creation and popularization of Phags-pa script. to a certain extent, promoted the

civilization process of the Mongolian society.

|

Phags-pa script. which has 41 basic letters and 16 added letters and variants.
57 in total. is a phonetic alphabet.

It originated mainly [rom the Tibetan alphabet. and there were also some
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Sanskrit letters and several newly created letters, Letters were divided into vowels
and consonants. written {rom top to bottom. left to right. Both the seal character
and the regular script could be found. Phags-pa script was written in 3 graphic
forms. The [irst was the standard form. used for printed materials and documents;
the second was the seal form. used for official seals and inscriptions: the third was
the Tibetan form. mainly used for book titles and temple monuments. Designed to
be capable of *recording all languages”. Phags-pa script was thus used to
transcribe many other languages besides Mongolian, such as Chinese, Tibetan.
Sanskirt. Uyghur, ete., according to the extant materials. It had two spelling
principles: one was to spell according to the pronunciations of the spoken
languages. for instance, in spelling Mongolian and Chinese: the other was to
transcribe according to the written forms of languages. for instance. in spelling
Tibetan and Sanskrit,

Classics in Phags-pa script were rich in carriers, which consisted of
inscriptions, paper books. talismans. jade books. bronze mirrors, wine jars,
seals. coins and others. of which inscriptions. paper books. seals accounted for a
larger part.

Classics in Phags-pa script are the precious spiritual wealth of the Mongols
and the precious cultural heritage over the great national integration period. and

also an important part of human civilization.

Il

So far. nearly 60 inscriptions in Phags-pa script have been found. There are
more than 100 Yuan Dynasty seals extant, such as monarchs’ seals. seals of
Imperial Preceptors. National Preceptors. seigniors as well as seals ol the central
and local administrative authorities. military agencies and their supervisors. There
are more than 10 kinds of talismans extant. There are also paper books in Phags-pa
scripts such as Sakvya Lekshe ([ragments). The Book of Family Names in
Phags-pa . The Dictionary of Han Transcription in Phags-pa and Mongolian
Vocabulary. On the basis of an extensive collection of materials in Phags-pa script.
we have selected some representative materials to be included in this collection.

The characteristics and value of the selected classics are shown in the [ollowing

4



aspects:

The first thing is the richness in contents. The materials in Phags-pa script.
related to politics. economy, military. religion., culture and other [ields, are very
rich in contents.

The second thing is the richness in carriers and forms. Besides paper
documents. we have selected inscriptions, talismans, seals. etc.

The third thing is the high academic value. Phags-pa script was used to record
Mongolian. Chinese. Uyghur. Tibetan and Sanskrit. Therefore. the study of
classics in Phags-pa script has great significance in the research into phonetics.
phonology. philology. dialectology. syntactics. lexicology and translatology of
Mongolian s Chinese and Tibetan at that time. Meanwhile, it is also of irreplaceable
referential value to the study of politics. history, culture, religion of the Yuan
Dynasty.

Prof. Huang Jianming and Prof. Zhang Tieshan have kindly supported and
guided the editing work. while Dr. Wulan and Hugejiletu have given us
enthusiastic help in the process of photo collection and material collation.

Therefore. 1 would like to express my heartfelt thanks to them all.
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