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THE CHARM OF BENEVOLENCE

Before Listening

Lead-in Activities

A Can you list some Chinese expressions by using the character
Ren together with some other characters? And write down the
English equivalents of them.

lz

B Discuss the following expressions in pairs and choose the

corresponding translations for the following quotations from
The Analects.

¢ 3 kind-heartedness

A benevolent man helps to take his stand

REH, SHfE in that he himself wishes to take a stand,
and get others there in that he himself
wishes to get there.

HHE? ALILZ:,

JBHEFA The mark of the benevolent man is that he
is loath to speak.

a4, SR Don’t impose on others what you yourself

do not desire.

| do not know if he is a moral man, but | do

CHAR, ZJHETA not see the good of having a ready wit.

L ey » What is the good of a ready wit? A man
CARILITLA, Gk who is always ready with his tongue to
kA others will only often make enemies.

It is rare, indeed, a man with cunning
=3, HEin words and an ingratiating countenance
to be benevolent.



While Listening

4 PART 1

The Lexical Meaning of “Ren”

Words & Expressions

benevolent /binevalont/ adj. {-#i#)  tenured /‘tenjuad/ adj. %S
Central Conservatory of Music #  seal /si:l/ n. EiE

R R Catholic /'kee02lik/ adj. * ¥k
engraver /mn'grerva(r)/ n. B The Analects (iti&)
integrate /'mtigreit/ v. W&, 44 entry /'entri/ n. i
radical /redikl/ n. fhis%; #HE categorize /'ketigoraiz/ v. {814
property /' propaty/ n. ¥ $§tk % %k
connotation /kona(u)teifan/ n. 4  kinsfolk /kinzfauk/ n. EJi; %I
i &Y differentiation /.difarenfi'erfon/
compliance /kom’plaions/ n. #M; n. KH; 5%
JEA

A Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to the
following question. (Audio Track 7-1)

Confucius believed that two moral categories are especially
important. What are they?

A. Ren (benevolence or humanity) and Yi (righteousness)

B. Li (rites or ritual propriety) and Zhi (wisdom)

C. Ren (benevolence or humanity) and Xin (integrity)

D. Ren (benevolence or humanity) and Li (rites or ritual propriety)



B 1. Listen to the passage and use the word map to take notes of
key words and information. (Audio Track 1-2)

AN a
generals
names — Ren logos or

(benevolent) brands

| S

7N\
/ \

2. Choose the best answers to each of the following questions
based on your notes.

1) Which of the following statements is correct?
A. The name of Tong Ren Tang indicates “to serve the sick and
cultivate benevolence”.
B. Li Zongren was one of the founders of Xi Ling Seal Engravers
Society.
C. Ding Ren was a painter and calligrapher.
D. Zhou Guangren is a vialinist.

2) Why was the university called Fu Jen Catholic University?

A. Because the name was given by the emperor Kang Xi.

B. Because the founders hoped to integrate Confucian notion
into the university.

C. Because Confucius once said that Jun Zi Yi Wen Hui You, Yi
You Fu Ren. (A gentleman makes friends through his literary
development and cultivation and he promotes compassion
and benevolence through making friends.)

D. Because of the rich connotations of the name Fu Jen — “to
serve the people and cultivate benevolence”.



F%lﬁl C Listen to the passage about the concept clarification of Renand
B g fill in the blanks in the chart with the missing information.
(Audio Track 1-3)

What does the Chinese character Ren mean?

Combining these two together:

Information derived Explanation from
from the graphical Shuo Wen Jie Zi.
sign:

4
Confucius’ explanation of Ren:

'

Five levels of benevolent love of Confucianism:



