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Introduction

The majority of the Shui people live in the upper reaches of the Longjiang
River and the Duliu River, which are areas between southern Guizhou and
northern Guangxi. In administrative division. they belong to Guizhou’s Qiannan
Buyi and Miao Autonomous Prefecture and Qiandongnan Miao and Dong
Autonomous Prefecture, and Guangxi’s Hechi City. Sandu Shui Autonomous
County in Guizhou is the only Shui Autonomous County in China. According to
the data of the Sixth National Census in 2010, the Shui population totals 411,847,
out of which about 84. 68% . i.e. 348,746, are in Guizhou.

The Shui has a long history. Some scholars believe the origin of the ethnonym
“Shui” can be traced back to Chiya. a book written by Kuang Lu in 1635, in
which it is recorded as “the Shui are also Liao-related people”. In 1956, the State
Council approved the establishment of Sandu Shui Autonomous County, and the
ethnic group has been hence named Shui.

In general, scholars believe that the Shui people can be traced back to the
Luoyue branch of the Yue group in South China during the Qin and Han dynasties.
They were known as “Liao” during the period of Three Kingdoms. the Western
Jin, the Eastern Jin. the Southern and the Northern dynasties. The Shui people
were recorded as an independent ethnic group since the Tang Dynasty, because
during the Kaiyuan Period. the Fushui Prefecture was set up in the current
Huanjiang area of Guangxi. Fushui literally meant “to pacily the Shui people who
were separated from the Liao group”. Records about the Shui people can also be
seen in the books about southwestern China which were written in the Yuan, Ming
and Qing dynasties.

In the history. the Shui people neither have a well-organized religious belief
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nor a systematic religious theory. However. like many other ethnic groups in
South China, the Shui people believe in primitive religions. The Shui priests are
called “Shui Writers”, who are also the inheritors of the traditional Shui culture.
The creation and development of Shui classics are closely related to their
traditional beliefs and the efforts of the “Shui Writers”.

The Shui people speak their own language. which belongs to the Shui branch
of the Zhuang-Dong group of the Sino-Tibetan language family. Despite of the
complicated initial consonant and compound vowel system. the Shui language
features considerable internal consistency. In particular. the tone categories in
different dialects are basically the same with same or similar tone pitch under the
given category. which greatly contributes to their mutual communication. The
three major local dialects are Sandong « Pan’an and Yang 'an.

The Shui people call Shui script [le'sui’ | as well as Shui books. in which the
first word [le' ] means script or classic, and the second word [ sui’] means the
Shui people. Shui script is a square shaped pictographic system and mostly

ideographic.

I

Shui classics are rich and valuable treasures for the Shui ethnic group as well
as important cultural heritage for the Chinese people and common memory of all
human beings.

There are many carriers of Shui classics, including bamboo, wood, metal,
stone, cloth. paper, etc.. among which paper is in common use.

Most of traditional Shui classics are handwritten. so are most of the extant
Shui classics. Though advanced technologies such as the woodblock printing, the
letterpress printing and the lithography were introduced to the Shui area during
the Ming and Qing dynasties. they never fully replaced the form of handwritten.

Shui classics are mainly rectangular. and most are in the form of the thread
binding. Because of their limited condition. the binding is usually very simple and
much less complicated than that of Chinese books. In detail. the front cover. back
cover and bookblock are independent from each other, With books perforated on

the right side, the thread is put repeatedly through the outer side of covers and the
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book spine, whereas the thread ends are hidden between pages. In addition. some
valuable Shui classics are protected with cotton cover.

In tradition, Shui classics are classified into two types. respectively. “white
classics” and “black classics”. The contents of Shui classics cover a wide range of
topics, including economics, philosophy, religion. ethics, education. history,
geography. literature, art. language. text. folklore. medicine. astronomy .
calendrical calculation, military affairs. etc.

Since ancient times, Shui classics are mostly private collections. Although the
classics have a long history, the translation and the collation are just the work of
recent thirty years. The work is well-organized. carefully-planned, and widely-
involved. The Archives of Sandu Shui Autonomous County collected 12, 000
volumes of Shui classics. while Libo County collected 9. 217 volumes. The
landmark of collection and collation of Shui classics is the publication of Chinese
Shui Classics by Bashu Publishing House and Sichuan Nationalities Publishing

House in 2007,

Il

In this collection, we have chosen some of the best classics from the countless
Shui books. The principles of selecting are as follows:

The first thing is the peculiarity of the contents. The contents of Shui classics
cover a wide range of topics. However. previous publications covered few contents
about the Shui folklore. This collection includes classics about the folklore. most
of which were not or rarely published. so they are of great academic value.

The second thing is the richness and preciousness of the contents. Shui
classics selected in this collection involve contents about philosophy, religion.
ethics, folklore, education, history, astronomy, calendrical calculation. and
occult technique. Zhengqi Jiayin and Legan are typical in Shui classics. A Book
of Dawang . Gongzhang . Tongyong Daji . Shengyi and Collected Books are rich
in contents, out of which Tongyong Daji and Shengyi have been inscribed on the
list of the Catalogue of National Rare Books in China. which proves their value.

The third thing is the diversity of the editions. Chronologically, Zhengqi

Jiayin, Legan. A Book of Dawang . Gongzhang , Tongyong Daji Shengyi ,
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and Collected Books basically represent different periods in which the extant Shui
classics existed. Scholars can browse those classics and have a general impression
of Shui classics. As for the sources. the classics selected in this collection are
either official collections or private collections. The same content may have
different handwritten editions; that is always the focus of research on Shui classic
editions. Each classic selected in this collection has special significance for research
on Shui classic editions.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Yao Binglie and Mou Kunhao
et al., for their warm help and great support in selecting the classics in this

volume,
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