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In the Sui Dynasty, there was a prominent Chen clan in Chenhe Village in Luoyang.
Xuanzang, the central character in our story, was born in this village. Xuanzang's father
was noted for erudition, who was raised with good education and also showed great
virtue and wisdom. When Xuanzang was eight, his father once taught 7%e Chlassie of”
Filial Prery at home, When hearing the story of "The Withdrawal of Zengzi", Xuanzang
immediately tidied up his clothes and stood up.

His father asked, "What happened to you?"

Xuanzang answered, "If Zengzi would stand up when his teacher gives a lecture to him,
how can I still sit here when 1 receive the lecture given by my father?"

His father was so happy to hear that, thinking that this kid would have great

achievements in the future.
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Unfortunately, Xuanzang's parents both died when he was ten years old, and thus
Xuanzang had to live with his older brother. Xuanzang followed his brother and
displayed interest in Buddhism.

Soon afterwards, the state began to widely recruit Buddhist monks. The state made an
exception in Xuanzang's case because of his precocious knowledge and then Xuanzang
was fully ordained as a monk. During the five or six years in the monastery, Xuanzang
concentrated on his studies and his profound knowledge of Buddhism as well as unique

perspective made him well-known throughout Luoyang City.
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When the Tang Dynasty was established after the Sui Dynasty, eighteen—year—old
Xuanzang came to Chang'an for the first tme. However, the emperor did not value
Buddhism at that time. Xuanzang was disappointed and decided to travel to the south.
During the next seven years, he traveled all over the country, visited the local monks
wherever he went, and studied scriptures of different Buddhist schools.

Thus, people respectfully called him the "fast colt" in Buddhism.
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Feeling confused, Xuanzang came to Chang'an again. This time, he was lucky to meet a
senior monk named Bopo. The monk traveled furthest to preach Dharma in the Central
Plain, which deeply moved Xuanzang.

"Bopo the sage, please tell me where to find the truth of Dharma?" Xuanzang asked.
"There is a monastery called Nalanda in India, which is the most prestigious institution
to study Dharma." Bopo answered.

The answer of Bopo served as guidance for Xuanzang. From then on, Xuanzang began

to study Sanskrit, and was determined to go to India.
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Xuanzang was on his road.

Along the Hexi Corridor, Xuanzang walked straight to Liangzhou. He stayed there for a
few days, explaining the Dharma to people. The activity became unexpectedly popular
and was soon noticed by the local magistrate, who commanded Xuanzang to return to
Chang'an.

At this crucial moment, a Buddhist leader in Liangzhou was moved by Xuanzang's
intention and helped Xuanzang slide off at dawn.

From then on, Xuanzang had to travel incognito and at night to cross the long frontier.
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