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Exhibition Tour of Works from John Moores Painting Prize (China) Winners 2010-2014

Preface |

In 2008, the Trustees of John Moores Liverpool Exhibition
Trust agreed to work with Dean Wang Dawei and Prof. Ling
Min of College of Fine Arts Shanghai University to replicate
in China the process of John Moores Painting Prize,
established more than fifty years ago in the UK. At that time,
we were mainly interested forging closer cultural ties
between the sister cities of Shanghai and Liverpool, and the
exchange of artistic ideas between Shanghai Biennial and
Liverpool Biennial.

The success of the Prize in China has been greater and
faster than we could have imagined. After only three
competitions, the number of submissions is greater than the
UK Prize. Itis clear that the anonymous jury process that
has been tested over so many years in the UK is also very
popular among artists in China. Everyone can see that the
artists commended by the jurors are producing paintings of
great quality, regardless of whether their works are currently
recognised by the market, by the academies or by the
patronage system. The competition is a genuine road to
recognition for the under-recognised.

The exhibitions made from the shortlisted paintings for
competition prize have been as popular with the public as is
the competition with artists. In this present exhibition, the
selected paintings are by the fifteen artists who were the
Prizewinners of the first three John Moores Painting Prize
(China) competitions, held in 2010, 2012 and 2014. Visitors
know that they see exactly what the jurors saw when they
made their judgement — there is no hidden information
available only to those with the privilege of access to it. The
variety of paintings commended testifies to the generosity of
the jurors in promoting any painting of great quality — not
anly those that support each juror's own artistic manner.

In this exhibition, not only do the artists differ from each other
in their aims, but because the selected paintings have been
made over a period of years, each artist's painting manner
goes through changes relative to the specific example of
their art that achieved recognition by the judges. The
exhibition allows these fifteen artists to show their important
paintings, and how their new works are developing. | believe
it will be of great interest to the public.

The element that remains consistent between the John
Moores Painting Prize (China) exhibition and this exhibition
is a focus on the energy of the brightest practitioners of
contemporary painting in China today, not necessarily from
the point of view of the market but from the intensity of the
debate that their works create.

John Moores Liverpool Exhibition Trust (JMLET) and College
of Fine Arts Shanghai University have agreed to cooperate in
hosting this exhibition with each of the Museums and
Galleries where it will be shown. One aim is to promote the
Prize and seek artists' submissions for the 2016 John
Moores competition during the last months of 2015.
Additionally, each hosting Gallery or Museum will gain from
the discussion concerning the unique values of John Moores
Painting Prize, and, through cooperating in the project, will
gain further knowledge of the rules of procedure and
requirements of international awards, while impraving their
own visibility internationally.

—— Joanna Laing
Chair, John Moores Liverpool Exhibition Trust
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Exhibition Tour of Works from John Moores Painting Prize (China) Winners 2010-2014

Preface |1

Guided by the UK John Moores Liverpool Exhibition Trust,
College of Fine Arts Shanghai University has successfully
hosted John Moores Painting Prize (China) on three
occasions gaining remarkable influence and building our
reputation in professional circles nationally. Exhibition Tour of
Works from John Moores Painting Prize Winners 2010-2014
this year has a special significance in that it has gathered the
works of fifteen artists from the previous three competitions
in one exhibition to tour around China and abroad. The
purpose of it is not only to furtherly extend the influence of
John Moores Painting Prize (China), but to show continous
concem for the painting development of the prizewinners,
and to promote the interactions among the prizewinners and
peers at home and abroad.

The aim of John Moores Painting Prize (China) is to discover
and nurture new contemporary Chinese artists. The incentive
for the prize is different from that used in the UK in that the
emphasis is not monetary, but instead the offer of a
month-long residency in the UK to study painting. It also
offers opportunities to hold solo exhibitions or group
exhibitions with other artists. The fifteen prizewinners from
the previous three competitions have headed to the UK
where their study, research and interactions will have a
far-reaching impact on their future careers.

Firstly, the residency in the UK broadened their horizons,
allowing them to understand the language of contemporary
international painting and the context of international
dialogues. Secondly, to varying degrees, they were given the
opportunity to develop upon the international stage. And
above all, to our delight, even after learning about the trends
in the international painting scene and making friends among
peers who share their passion, the fifteen prizewinners did
not forget their early motivations and held to the paths they
had set for themselves. Even after gaining these new

insights they didn't allow them to muddle their own beliefs
and instead they used the momentum to build upon their
foundations and thus achieved greater gains. The fifteen
artists continued to follow the development of contemporary
society in China and the lives of people and, based on their
own feelings and ideas, explored their unique language of
expression so as to form more personal styles. Such spirit of
persistence and diligence and the success they attained are
commendable and worthy of respect. We hope that the
works on display in this exhibition tour can serve as a
testament to their accomplishments.

The exhibition tour this year is sponsored by John Moores
Liverpool Exhibition Trust, College of Fine Arts Shanghai
University, Beijing Today Art Museum, Chongging Art
Museum, Macao Cotai Expo Centre and Shanghai 21st
Century Minsheng Art Museum. We received broad support
because of the heightened attention from all walks of life on
the development of China's contemporary painting scene.
We are also delighted to see the emergence of more
outstanding young artists. It is also recognition of the works
of the fifteen prizewinners and their dedication in pursuit of
their art. We hope to make John Moores Painting Prize
(China) and Exhibition Tour of Works from John Moores
Painting Prize (China) Winners a sustainable platform for the
discovery and development of new artists and to promote
academic exchanges among them.

The efforts of many bring about greater achievements. The
strong support from all corners of society for painting will
allow China’s contemporary art to shine through and be a
beacon for contemporary art across the world.

—— Wang Dawei
Dean of College of Fine Arts Shanghai University
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Exhibition Tour of Works from John Moores Painting Prize (China) Winners 2010-2014

Introduction

John Moores Painting Prize (China), a biennial Sino-British
painting contest, has been successfully held on three
occasions. The shortlisted and winning paintings from each
competition have also been exhibited three times. Compared
with the previous three exhibitions, this Exhibition Tour of
Works from John Moores Painting Prize (China) Winners
2010-2014, to be shown in four cities, is different in four
respects.

First, this is a longitudinal exhibition, designed to present, in
a condensed form, the current development of the winners of
the previous three competitions. While the previous three
exhibitions displayed one painting only by each artist (a
moment in time), this exhibition shows developments in the
winners' work from a longitudinal perspective. Including more
than seventy paintings selected from the works of the fifteen
artists, it demonstrates that their works have continued to
change after their prize-winning success. Some try new
subject matter or new methods, while others pursue the
same artistic trajectory in greater depth.

Second, this exhibition has a powerful energy, launched in
collaboration with art museums in four cities: Beijing, Macao,
Chongqing and Shanghai. These four museums are
distributed in different parts of China, and have a collective
capacity to influence a population far greater than any single
exhibition hall. This represents a great opportunity for both
John Moores Painting Prize (China) and the winners to
expand their influence in China. Additionally, through this
cooperation, the four museums can acquire a closer
understanding of international competition processes, while
improving their international visibility.

Third, this is a promotional exhibition, aiming to make
preparations for the fourth John Moores Painting Prize
(China). John Moores Painting Prize (China) is a painting
competition characterized by the fact that the paintings are
reviewed anonymously by a panel of internationally

renowned artists, with artistic quality of the painting as the
only criterion. The first three competitions have received a
warm response from artists nationwide, including artists from
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. On the occasion of the
launch of the 2016 competition, John Moores Liverpool
Exhibition Trust, College of Fine Arts Shanghai University,
and the art museums in the four cities, jointly hold this
exhibition, expecting to encourage artists to submit their
finest paintings for the competition.

Fourth, John Moores Painting Prize competition and
exhibition represent significant new opportunities. The
unique process opens up intellectual dialogue, creates
conditions and provides many possibilities for artists,
exhibition organisations, sponsors and cultural promoters
across all the regions of China. On this platform, thinking will
be made alive, and unexpected opportunities can be found.
In this regard, the winners of the previous three competitions
have proved to be particularly impressive. Before being
introduced to John Moores Painting Prize (China), they
never could have imagined that there would be such a pure
competition and such a rare opportunity for international
communication. The present exhibition has the precise
purpose of sharing the benefits of John Moores Painting
Prize (China) with a larger number of people, and at the
same time, to draw in new faces and energy to the
development of the art of painting in both China and Britain.

Another unique feature of this exhibition is that, through
reviewing the more than seventy works by fifteen winners,
we can see the diversity of styles presented by artists and
their continuing development after winning the prize, and
also can see, from point to surface, new highlights and new
trends of contemporary Chinese paintings. This is a genuine,
highly valuable historical sample, and as time passes, its
value will become increasingly prominent, which is the most
delightful aspect of holding this exhibition.

—— Ling Min

Professor of College of Fine Arts Shanghai University
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Against the background of the 2015 UK-China Year of Cultural Exchange, | wanted to acknowledge this edition of the John Moores
Painting Prize catalogue.

The British Council is the UK's international organisation for cultural relations and educational opportunities — and we recognise the
wonderful opportunity that this prize offers international artists.

Founded in 1957, John Moores Painting Prize is the best-known contemporary painting competition in the United Kingdom, so it has
been fantastic to see this new partnership being developed in Mainland China.

Having been first launched in China in 2010, supported by John Moores Liverpool Exhibition Trust, and co-organised by College of
Fine Arts Shanghai University, the prize has gone from strength to strength.

Since 2010, the China exhibitions have been co-supported by British Council China, at venues including British Centre Shanghai,
Shanghai Gallery of Art/Three on the Bund, Shanghai Oil Painting and Sculpture Institute and Shanghai Himalayas Museum.

Now a regular biennial event, with an exhibition exchange of Prize-winning paintings between sister cities Liverpool and Shanghai
(and now across China) continuing to this day, we are delighted to support this magnificent endeavour.

We hope you, as an audience enjoy both the catalogue and future exhibitions in China — and look forward to many new
opportunities being created for great visual artists.

— Nick Marchand
Director of Arts and Creative Industry, British Council China
First Secretary (Culture), Cultural and Education Section of the British Embassy
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Works from Winners of John Moores Painting Prize (China)

In British Centre Shanghai
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The British Centre Shanghai is the new hub for
promoting British interests in East China.
Forming the home to the British
Consulate-General Shanghai, the British
Council (which operates as the Cultural and
Education Section of the British
Consulate-General), China-Britain Business
Council, Welsh Government Office and Visit

Britain, the British Centre offers a state of the art
reception and conference suite to visitors and
quests. It is designed to build stronger links to
China, one of Britain's main sources of global
growth. The British Centre has been operating
since July 2014, The British Centre provides its
employees and partners with user-friendly public
areas and well-equipped conference rooms.
With introduction of the paintings in various

styles into a number of meeting rooms, activity
spaces and corridors, the British Centre has
become much more diversified and unique
meanwhile it has drawn more attention and
discussion to the art of painting

Upon half-a-year communication with John Moores Painting Prize (China) and with six
prize-winning artists of previous contests, British Council China (Cultural and Education Section
of the British Consulate-General) in Shanghai successfully held the opening and
acknowledgement ceremony 'Star: Exhibition of 2010-2014 Winners of John Moores Painting
Prize (China)' at the British Centre Shanghai on April 15, 2015. Showcasing the works of Han
Feng, Li Zhouwei, Liu Shaojun, Nie Zhengjie, Zhang Zhenxue and Zhong Lexing, this two-year
loan exhibition has been displaying at the British Centre exclusively.

John Moores Painting Prize (China) expressed their constant support to the exhibition in future.
This March, HRH The Duke of Cambridge visited the British Centre after launching 2015
UK-China Year of Cultural Exchange UK season. The Exhibition Tour of Works from John Moores
Painting Prize (China) Winners 2010-2014 coincides with the turn between UK season and China
season. Undoubtedly, the exhibition in British Centre serves as an ideal warm-up for the tour
exhibition to be commenced in the UK-China Year of Cultural Exchange.
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