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A Preliminary Study on the Restoration of a Nobility Palace Building
Complex of Chu Kingdom Built in the Warring States Period as
Recorded in “The Unique Book of Yue Kingdom” in Wu Area
( Suzhou )

WANG Guixiang

Abstract: The book of “The History of Final Yue Kingdom™ ( Yue Jue Shu ) was written by a scholar of
Eastern Han dynasty called Yuan Kang. A ducal palace building complex was recorded in the book. The
building complex was built by the famous nobleman, Chunshen in the Warring States period (475-221 B.C.).
It was occupied and used by his son as a palace during the time that his son became heir to a dukedom.
The building complex was located in the Wu Area of Chu Kingdom (now is the city of Suzhou) . Some
descriptions of relevant historical materials about the palace buildings both on spatial scale and building size
are recorded in the book. Combined with Western Han dynasty historian Sima Qian’s describing Chunshen as
well as some other materials about the building forms and structures of Han dynasty, specially the reference
material on wood-framed building of South-East China, the author has tried to recover the essential space
layout and the form of the building complex, as well as the possible structure of the buildings. The purpose
of the paper 1s to add an example for the pre-Qin period in Chinese ancient architectural history and is trying
to find some more knowledge on the building arrangement and the size of wood-framed high rank building at
the early period of Chinese history.

Keywords: ducal palace of Chunshen’s son; Temple House; front temple house; east-facing warchouse;

south-facing house; west-facing house
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“Combined Temples” or “Separated Temples”: Reconsidering the
Way of Setting up the Ancestral Temple of the Son of Heaven in Early
Chinese Capital Cities

WANG Peng

Abstract: In previous scholarship, the study of the way of setting up the ancestral temple in Early China was
mainly based on the understandings of the Confucian classics which coming from the Han Dynasty, whose
combined form like “ five temples of the Son of Heaven ” or * seven temples of the Son of Heaven ™ with
zhaomu order (a distinguished relationship between father and son, and between near and distant relatives) to
interpret the spatial structure and morphological characteristics of Early China’s capital city. As one of the key
elements of the spatial structure of Early China’s capital city, this paper re-examines the setting of the “ancestral
temple” and points out that the ancestral temple in the early period of China is not * five temples™ or “seven
temples” with zhaomu order, or the form that 1s the front temple next to the back sleep room. Through reading
related inscriptions on Western Zhou bronze vessels and early historical records, the ancestral temples in the
early period of China are found normally separated temples with no zhaomu order, and there i1s no the front
temple next to the back sleep room form. “ Multi-separated temples™ space torm maintained from the Western
Zhou dynasty to the early Western Han Dynasty. Until the middle Western Han dynasty, with the development
of the study of Confucian classics and the political changes, the * combined temple ™ space form came to
reality at last.

Keywords: early Chinese civilixation; the ancestral temple; five temples of the son of Heaven; seven temples

of the son of Heaven; zhaomu order; the front temple next to the back sleeping room
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