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From the Director

Dear friends:

Welcome to visit the China National Silk Museum in Hangzhou.

Our museum was opened first in February 1992 and reopened in September 2016. Now it has become
one of the first state-level museums in China, where you’ll find 9,000 square meters of displays, divided into
several galleries, in a typical southern Chinese garden of 42,286 square meters near the West Lake, a World
Heritage on the UNESCO's List.

First, Silk Road Gallery will give you a journey to the Chinese silk historically and the Silk Road
geometrically. Both the ea;liest preserved silk from Qianshanyang site, Huzhou (c.2200 BCE) and the earliest
pattern loom model from Laoguanshan, Chengdu (c.100 BCE) are on display. More silk textiles are from the
Silk Road, not only polychrome woven silks from the northwest of China, mainly from the 3rd to the 10th
centuries, but also painted and embroidered export silks to Europe, mostly from the 18th to the 19th centuries,
will attract your eyes.

For more information on how the silk is made, you can head to the Sericulture and Weaving Galleries
for the whole process from mulberry planting, silkworm raising, silk releasing from cocoon, dyeing, weaving
and embroidery, and the “Sericulture and Silk Craftsmanship of China™ has been inscribed on the UNESCO's
Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. If you are lucky enough, you can probably
visit the Textile Conservation Gallery where the silk treasures from all the country are being treated, repaired
and installed or packed. since this museum owns the highest technology of textile conservation in China, and
runs a lot of international joint projects with many world famous museums and institutions, such as the British
Museum, and the Smithsonian, etc.

Lastly, the Fashion Gallery is the only one gallery in China focusing on the contemporary costumes.
There are several sections, one for Chinese fashion of the 20th century, one for Western fashion of the recent
400 years, and a temporary special exhibition, A World of Silks, of all the silks from the world on the occasion
of the reopening.

So the China National Silk Museum is a specialized museum, focusing on the collection and exhibition of



silk, textile, costume and fashion, not only Chinese, but also abroad. It is a research museum, doing laboratory
research and conservation work, not only for museum collection but also new findings from archaeological
field. It is a living museum, weaving on traditional looms, dyeing with natural materials and creating silk
products with new designs. It is an international museum which has sent several silk exhibitions touring around
the world and jointly founded the International Association for the Study of Silk Road Textiles, including
around 30 institutes from 15 countries.

To rest your feet, you can go to the Brocade Café located in the central area of the museum. It features
drinks, books, souvenirs and silk products such as clothing, decorations, and home silk-making gear. For
shopping, you can also visit the Jingluntang Silk Boutique located in the basement of Fashion Gallery for high-
quality design silk products, and Sibo Silk Shop for local silk products located in the ground floor of the Silk
Road Gallery.

We are waiting for more collaboration with more friends from the world, not only the academic side
but also common tourists. We hope the China National Silk Museum could do more on the preservation,

transmission and innovation of the silk cultural heritage in the future.

onihe

Dr/Prof. Feng ZHAO

Director of China National Silk Museum
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NSM’s History

China National Silk Museum (NSM), near the West Lake in Hangzhou, is one of the first state-level museums in China ,
covering an area of 42.286 square meters and a building area of 22,999 square meters. It was opened on February 26th, 1992,
and welcomes visitors free of charge since January Ist, 2004, In 2015, the museum started an extension and renovation project,
after a year of trials and hardships, NSM finally embraces the audience from all over the world in a brand new look.

Through the joint effort of all the staff, China National Silk Museum achieved remarkable progress in obtaining silk
collections, hosting domestic and foreign exhibitions, protecting textile heritages, inheriting sericulture and silk weaving
skills,carrying out popular silk science education and promoting the silk culture. In the recent years, the museum has
cooperated with academic institutions around the world, and jointly founded the International Association for the Study of Silk

Road Textiles, which has undertaken a large number of international cooperation, and is bringing the exquisite silk and the

broad silk culture to all over the world.

<[] The original gate of China National Silk Museum
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Chinese Center for Textile Identification & Conservation
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Silk Road Gallery will give you a journey to the

Chinese silk historically and the Silk Road geometrically.
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Silk Road Impression Tapestry
by Shi Hui

~ KT Main Hall

Research Institute of Art Tapestry Varbanov, China Academy of Art
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The Way of Chinese Silk: Silk History and the Silk Road

China, the home of silk, was known to the ancient Greeks and Romans as “Serica,” the “Land of Silk”. Sericulture,
or silk making, including the cultivation of mulberry trees and silkworms, and the techniques of reeling, spinning, dyeing
and weaving silk fibers, were practiced in China thousands of years ago. Silk has long played a major role in the Chinese
civilization and was a key factor in the creation of the Silk Road, which linked the civilizations of East and West. Chinese
silk is almost as old as the Chinese civilization itself, and has evolved hand in hand with the Chinese people and the Chinese
nation. Today Chinese silk continues to reflect its past glory. The exhibition is on the clue of “The Way of Chinese Silk: Silk
History and the Silk Road”, divided into eight sections, using the Han and Tang dynasties’ textiles excavated along the Silk
Road to tell the story of 5,000 years of glorious history which Chinese silk traveled and how it transmitted from the Far East
to the West.

The exhibition on the second floor has 5 sections which are Early Origins (Neolithic period): Sericulture in the Warring
States period, Qin and Han dynasties (BCE475); Silk in the Wei, Jin and Northern and Southern dynasties (220-581); Sui,
Tang and Five Dynasties period (581-960); Silk in the Song, Yuan, Liao and Jin dynasties (907—1368), illustrating history of
Chinese silk from prehistory to the Song and Yuan dynasties and the cultural exchanges along the Silk Road during different
time periods.

The third floor has three sections which are Silk in the Ming and Qing dynasties (1368-1911); Chinese Silk in the
Modern Age (1911-1949) and Silk in Contemporary China (1949 to the present), presenting the development of silk from
the Ming and Qing dynasties to the present age. For Ming and Qing dynasties, displayed here are the high-grade fabric of
zhangduan (patterned) velvet and zhangrong (voided) velvet; for feudal etiquette displayed here are dragon robe, mang
(four—claw) dragon robe, robe material, rank badges and official uniforms of the Ming and Qing dynasties and the export
of silk embroidery of late Qing Dynasty. Each time period has its representative works.
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