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A Brief Introduction

In this book the Chinese and Western legal cultures are taken
as the objects of comparison by nine chapters, with two
appendices, a preface and a postscript. In the preceding eight
chapters of this book ,the author focuses his studies on eight main
differences between Chinese and Western legal cultures as well as
the causes and historical consequences of the differences. In the
last chapter, the author gives his account from the cultural principle
of human being of the feasibility, the difficulties as well as the
solutions of legal cultural communications between China and
western countries, with the aim to seek similarities and
coordination between them. Compared with works of the same
kind, this book exhibits itself the following characters. Firstly, the
author pursues for the first time a systematic study of comparison
on Chinese and Western legal cultures on the basis of other
relevant researches, and gives his unique remarks on some
important questions on Chinese and Western legal cultures, such as
the formation of Chinese law, the philosophical basis and social

causes of the penal nature of Chinese law, the causes of
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ethicization of Chinese law ,the system of Chinese law and so on.
Secondly, the author holds that both Chinese and Western legal
cultures are formed in their geographical, historical and cultural
circumstances respectively ,as a result, the differences between the
two are just objective beings, which are not appropriate to be
measured by value standards. Thirdly, the author argues that
communications between Chinese and Western legal cultures are
practicable for both of them carry inherently human cultural
principle, and thus enjoy common characters on human cultural
origin, principle and the axis and structural model around and by
which they develop themselves. On this understanding of
principle , we could not only review the historical practices of legal
cultural communications between China and western countries , but
also analyze the current structure of Chinese legal culture and

foresee its tendency in future.
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