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Zhou Zuoyu. the Vice President of Beijing Normal University, China
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Organized by Academy for Internation-
al Communication of Chinese Culture (here-
after AICCC), Beijing Normal University,
Looking China project (hereafter Looking
China) is a cross-cultural experience pro-
gram with great national and international
influence and this year marks its 8th
anniversary . Out of a total of 405 works
produced by Looking China , AICCC
compiled 63 works with careful selection
and published the book Impression
Reform and Opening-up this year, which
was chosen as one of the reserved books for
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the 18" Meeting of the Council of Heads of
the SCO Members. Here 1 would love to
extentmy warmestcongratulationsto AICCC.

The theme of Looking China 2018 is
“Ecology - Biology - Lifeology”, a theme of
high value and significance. As stated in
Interpretations in Yi Ching: The Book of
Changes: Section II: “There are in it the
way of heaven, the way of man, and the way
of the earth. It then takes (the lines
representing) those three Powers, and
doubles them till they amount to six. What
these six lines show is simply this, the way
of the three Powers.” Confucius put it more
succinctly in his book Three-Character
Classic: “The three forces are heaven, earth
and the man; the three luminaries are the
sun, the moon and the stars.” What can be
gleaned from these age-old Chinese wisdoms
is that since ancient times Chinese people
have always hold the belief of “the unity of
the man and the heaven”. The philosophy
that human beings are born out of nature
and survive on their coexistence with and
integration to nature is one of the unshakable
backbones of Chinese culture and has been
passed down from generation to generation
as an immutable gene of Chinese culture.

I have no doubts that the international
young filmmakers must have reshaped their
understanding of traditional Chinese culture
and wisdom through their personal experience
and their stay in China must be fruitful. I
also want to express my gratitude to our
friends in media and the press at home and
abroad who have paid close interest to our
project and have continued to follow up and
cover our filmmaking processes and events
based on various locations throughout the
project.
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This book has witnessed and is going
to share with you the fruits harvested by
2018 Looking China Youth Film Project.
We welcome youth across the globe to come
to Beijing Normal University and bring up the
multicultural contactand communication.

I hope the Chinese and foreign youth
can keep in touch after completion of the
project and continue to be ambassadors of
cultural communication, taking Chinese
culture to every corner of our planet and
introducing other brilliant cultures to China
so that the mutual understanding between
China and other countries can be deepened
and our friendship can be fortified.
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Huang Huilin, Professor Emeritus of Beijing Normal University, Dean of AICCC, founder of Looking China

“HWE" WHA 2011 FEHEL Since its birth in 2011, Looking China

i 2 b 2% . project has been held for 8 consecutive
K, CRESHINE, HIR AKX sessions, having invited 508 young film-

M., =E, 2. ngELx, ey % makers in total from 73 universities and

v B colleges in 55 countries including the United
55 [ 73 Piri Kz 508 42 F AV States, Britain, France, Canada, Israel, and
EMHITAERN XS HBI T, A the like. With the support and assistance of

U S = the local teachers and students, they have
SR T 507 #EL A, 64K 100 A eventually completed 507 exceptional short

T documentaries and have won more than 100
global awards.

2018 4%, AR A 36 TEIE, As of the session held in the year of

FrEA SR SESHE. N4 H9H 2018, young filmmakers from 42 overseas

universities and colleges in the total of 36

FEEhE 7 A 17 RALst Sk, =4 countries participated in this event. Through-
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on April 9" to the grand screening ceremony
on July 17" in Beijing, these young interna-
tional filmmakers have travelled respectively
to 11 provinces and cities in China and have
produced 103 works.

Looking China 2018 was organized by
the 11 universities and organizations in China
listed as follows: Southwest University,
Shenzhen University, Beijing Normal
University Zhuhai, Central China Normal
University, Liaoning Normal University,
Guizhou University, Soochow University,
Qinghai  Normal  University,  Hebei
University, Beijing Normal University, and
New Media Center of Ordos, China. And a
total of 22 leaders from the above-mentioned
co-organizers, 18 local coordinators and
300 volunteers directly engaged in the
project and numberless people from all
walks of life also indirectly make their
contribution to it.

Being one of the sponsors of the project,
Academy for International Communication
of Chinese Culture, Beijing Normal
University has earned praise and applause
from the local as well as the international
participants. The 15 team members have put
enormous time and energy into meticulous
preparation and organization work, sending
over 2000 emails. They had been working
from dusk till dawn, attending to every
single detail, fighting against odds including
injuries and ailments, and devoting all their
heart and soul to the project.

It is a privilege of Looking China
project to collaborate with the 42 most
influential film and television institutes
across the globe and to fruitfully draw
growing attention from the international
young filmmakers. As Professor Velinovic,
the Vice Dean at the Faculty of Dramatic
Arts Belgrade, Serbia, put it: Looking China
project has been existing for some time now
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and that students from universities and
colleges in East Europe have heard much
about it. Every year senior students look to
apply for the project not just to get to know
China, but also to make the best possible
films. Their ambitions will continue growing.
Yes, we have indeed seen their real
experience in China, have felt their true love
to China, and have appreciated their
outstanding works. I can assure you that every
single short film is of value, originality, and
love.

Looking China also invited 4 former
winners of Golden Lenses Award to return
to the project of this year. Established in
2014, Golden Lenses Award aims to inspire
more exceptional works and to promote the
global influence of Looking China project.
We expect to see that the international
young filmmakers, with their dedication to
filmmaking, will strive to win more global
awards including Global Lenses Award and
will revisit China someday.

Throughout the project, from pick-up
to see-off, from strangers to acquaintances
and to friends, behind every documentary is
human stories. So, my dear friends, the 8
sessions of Looking China project have made
it pronounced that the project has become a
dynamic bridge of hope connecting youth
from China and other countries, and an
important platform to cultivate new force for
the Chinese and international filmmaking
industry. The world belongs to youth, a
beautiful future awaits you, and my best
wishes go to you!
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2018 Looking China Youth Film Project Launching Ceremony and the 4th Golden
Lenses Award Presentation Ceremony
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On the morning of April 9th, 2018 Look-
ing China Youth Film Project (hereinafter
referred to as Looking China) Launching
Ceremony cum the 4th Golden Lenses
Award Presentation Ceremony was held at
Beiguo Theater, Beijing Normal University.
Looking China is sponsored by Huilin
Foundation and Academy for International
Communication of Chinese Culture (AICCC),
Beijing Normal University. The 7 previous
sessions of the Project were successfully
conducted between 2011 and 2017 drawing
broad attention from the academic and
business circles. In the year 2014, Golden
Lenses Award of the Project was
established to commend excellent works of
international filmmakers and good perfor-
mance of organizations and individuals
involved in the Project. In 2018, Looking
China enters its 8th year, in which 100
international filmmakers visited 11 provinces,
municipalities and autonomous regions of
China to experience and shoot films in a
“relay model”.

Professor Gao Feng, the Executive
President of AICCC of Beijing Normal
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University, presided at the ceremony. Those
present at the ceremony include Vice
President of Beijing Normal University
(BNU) Zhang Kai, BNU senior professor
Huang Huilin (also Chairwoman of Huilin
Foundation & the initiator of Looking China
Project & President of AICCC), the
representatives of embassies of 9 countries,
namely, Envoy Juan Cortelletti from Argen-
tinean Embassy to China (also the chief of
Cultural Section of the Embassy), Counselor
Andrei Donciu from Romanian Ambassador
to China (also the chief of Political Section
of the Embassy), Cultural Counselor Geetika
Srivastava from Indian Embassy to China,
Cultural Counselor Marlena Markovic from
Serbian Embassy to China, Counselor of
Journalism, Culture and Education Denitza
Cherneva from Bulgarian Embassy to China,
Cultural Commissioner Roni Abramson
from Israeli Embassy to China, Senior
Cultural Officer Guo Ying from Australian
Embassy to China, First Secretary Nykeo-
ponha from Cambodian Embassy to China,
Third Secretary & Acting Consulate Lucas
Cajdos from Slovakian Embassy to China,
and 21 young people and 3 supervisors from
10 countries — Brazil, Russia, India, South
Africa, Italy, Bulgaria, Pakistan, Argentina,
Slovakia and Columbia.

Vice President of Beijing Normal Uni-
versity Zhang Kai said in his address that
BNU was a prestigious university boasting
116 years history, and in its pursuit to be a
top-ranking university and development of
top discipline, it welcomed young visitors
from overseas for multicultural interactions
and exchanges. He stated that Looking
China Youth Film Project had, in 7 years,
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Huang Huilin, BNU senior professor, AICCC President

and initiator of Huilin Foundation made a speech.

organized 405 young filmmakers from 49
countries (including the US, UK, France,
Canada and Israel) to work in 20 Chinese
cities with the support and assistance of the
local students and teachers, and they had
produced 404 documentaries, winning over
90 international awards; and that the Project
played an important role for the multicultural
exchanges of BNU and of China.

The initiator of Looking China &
President of AICCC, Prof. Huang Huilin
introduced the 2018 Looking China events
and appraisal for the 4th Gold Lenses
Award.

18 out of 103 candidate documentaries
were selected as winners of the 4th Looking
China Gold Lenses Award through recom-
mendations of the Chinese and international
students and supervisors, the preliminary as-
sessment and final assessment. The final
judging panel consisted of 8 Chinese and in-
ternational experts.

1. Huang Huilin, BNU senior profes-
sor, initiator of Looking China & AICCC
President

2. Chen Dali, Vice Chair of Documen-



