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Abstract

This book studies such a construction in English as * What [ want is this’ |, a
structure termed pseudo-cleft ( sentence/construction )’ or ‘ wh-cleft ( sentence/
construction) ’ in formal grammars, or ¢ thematic equative’ , ‘ theme identification’ ,
‘ object-as-role-in-event construction’ , or ‘ referent as role in event_censtruction’ in
systemic functional grammars. But it is termed ‘ Sphere Shift Identifying Clause
( Construction ) " instead , or * Sphere Shift” in the present study for reasons which will be
given in this book. This construction is studied for a number of reasons,including initial
observations of problems with its previous studies and its special charm for linguists, even
today.

The general purpose of this book is to propose an alternative systemic functional
analysis of this construction, based on genuine texts from British National Corpus and
elsewhere. This book is intended to be descriptive and qualitative. It has three major
objectives: (a) to evaluate previous studies of this construction, (b) to describe and
explain this construction from an alternative systemic functional perspective,and(c) to
identify the discourse functions of this construction. There are four research questions
related to these objectives: (a) Why is it necessary to undertake a further exploration of
this construction? (b) What would an alternative analysis of this construction be like?
(¢) What is the nature of this construction?( d) What are the discourse functions of this
construction?

To achieve these objectives and answer these research questions, the book is
structured as follows. Chapter 1 is devoted to the exposition of the reasons for the choice
of the construction to be studied ,the purpose and scope of the present research ,data and
methodology employed ,and the structure of the whole book. Chapter 2 gives an overview
of the previous studies in both formal grammars and systemic functional grammars.

Chapters 3 and 4 offer a reconsideration of the previous studies. Chapter 3 shows

that linguists vary in their understanding of the relationship between the Sphere Shift and
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the question-answer pair, that Question-in-Disguise Theory and other theories in relation
to Sphere Shifts are principally the product of discourse analysis on the one hand, and
analysis scope and focus on the other, that the construal of the Sphere Shift remains an
interesting puzzle. This chapter also argues that some of the previous grammatical
descriptions of Sphere Shifts are problematic, including the relationship between
Identified and Value, the function of the nominalization, the abstraction of Token and
Value, the predication of Identified ,the composition of Theme ,the information structure ,
and the(in) animateness of the focus, for which I have proposed an alternative analysis
or description.

Chapter 4 reveals that formal grammars and systemic functional grammars alike deal
with Sphere Shifts both in the loose sense and in the strict sense,that linguists disagree
as to the types of Sphere Shifts, that many areas of Sphere Shifts as regards the
relationship between form and meaning warrant further investigation,and that each of the
previous terms has drawbacks of one kind or another, which leads to a serious
consideration of its alternative term ‘ Sphere Shift’ empldyed in the present book.

Chapter 5 offers a construal of experience through meaning of Sphere Shifts. A brief
discussion of possible and existing approaches to the construal of Sphere Shifts, the
‘agnate clause’ assumption, the trinocular approach and the model of stratification
reveals the inadequate realizations of what there is in discourse in the previous studies
and hence the need for, an alternative construal of Sphere Shifts. In the present book ,the
* agnate text’ assumption,an alternative model of stratification and another configuration
of the trinocular approach are proposed, and the semantic, ( lexico) grammatical and
pragmatic meanings of Sphere Shifts are analyzed and illustrated. With all this,a Sphere
Shift is interpreted as a construction which results from the semantic, ( lexico )
grammatical and pragmatic sphere shifts of one kind or another withinits * agnate text’ to
focus on something, or as the product of FTGF (i. e. , focus-opting, text-restructuring,
grammar-locating and function-enacting ) packaging. In addition, terms ‘ Shifter * and
‘ Shiftee " are also introduced, types of * Shifter-Shiftee ’ relationship are discussed, and
the use of the term* Sphere Shift” is explained.

Chapter 6 proposes, after Huang ( 1995, 2003 ), a taxonomy of the discourse
functions of Sphere Shifts, the result of the analysis of previous studies and genuine
texts. This taxonomy is composed of * Prospective’ , ‘ Progressive’ , * Retrospective’ and
* Retrospective-Prospective *, each of which has their components of discourse

functions. In addition to those recognized in previous studies, such new discourse
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functions as ‘ event-pre-announcing ', ‘ condition-adding ’ and ‘ elaborating * are
introduced and illustrated. Finally,Chapter 7 gives a summary of the main arguments of
the present book ,draws conclusions and suggests follow-up research areas.

The major conclusion of this book is that there exist some inadequacies in the
previous studies,and that from an alternative perspective,or in terms of the semantic,

(lexico ) grammatical and pragmatic features, pseudo-clefts are better interpreted as
Sphere Shifts.
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Chapter 1 Introduction

1.1 Background

This book attempts to study such sentences as * What I want is this’ ,a structure
termed * pseudo-cleft ( sentence/construction) ’ , or * wh-cleft ( sentence/ construction ) ’ in
formal grammars( cf. Jespersen 1928/1965 , 1937 ; Akmajian 19'i0; Faraci 1971 ; Nakada
1973 ; Higgins 1979; Horn 1981 ; Huddleston 1984 ; Delahunty 1984, 2001 ; Quirk, et
al. 1985 ; Lapolla 1986 ; Sornicola 1988 ; Delin 1989 ; Collins 1991 ; Declerk 1984 ,1990,
1992,1994 ; Lapolla 1986 ; Heycock & Kroch 1996 ; Weinert & Miller 1996 ; Boskovic
1997 ; Biber, et al. 2000 ; Hedberg 2000 ; Hedberg & Fadden 2007 ; Cecchetto 2001 ;
Lambrecht 2001; Gundel 2002; Ward, Kaplan & Birner 2007, etc. ) or * thematic
equative’ ( Halliday 1994 ), ‘ theme identification’ ( Matthiessen 1995 Hallidéy &
Matthiessen 1999 ), ‘ object-as-role-in-event construction’ ( Fawcett & Huang 1995;
Huang and Fawcett 1996 ; Huang 1995,2003 ) , or ‘ referent as role in event construction’
( Fawcett 2003 ) in systemic functional grammars( also see Halliday 1967a,1967b,1968,
1985a,2007 ; Prince 1978 ; Fawcett 1980,1987,2003,2006 ; Bromser 1984 ; Butler 1988,
1994 ; Huddleston 1988 ,1991,1992 ; Martin 1992 ; Halliday and Martin 1993 ; Bloor and
Bloor 2001 ; Huang 1996 ,2002 ; Davidse 1996 ; Davies 1996 ; Lock 1996 ; Tucker 1998 ;
Thompson 2000 ; Martin , Matthiessen and Painter 1997 ; Harvey 1999 ,2001 ; Yu 2001 ; He
2002 ; Kilpert 2003a,2003b ; Herriman 2003 ,2004 ; He 2004a,2004b,2007,2009 ,2011 ,
2015 ;Zhu 2006 ; Halliday & Matthiessen 2014 ; He, Yang & Wen 2015 ; Devrim 2015,
Zhang 2016). But for reasons that will emerge as this book progresses,I shall call this
structure * Sphere Shift Identifying Clause ( Construction ) ’ instead, or * Sphere Shift” or
‘S8’ for short.

The choice of this study is manifold.

Firstly , this construction is a touchstone to all linguistic theories, as Jucker( 1996 )



