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ABSTRACT

There were two Enlightenments in modern Chinese history, The first one
happened in the period of The May 4th Movement of 1919,and 60 years later,
the other one which was the continuation and development of the former
happened in the 1980s. Many similarities can be found between these two
Enlightenments, for example, both of them were guided by the thought of
opening-up as well as regarded the Humanitarian as the essential principle.
Under this background, the Enlightenment ideals and Humanitarian discourse
became the ideological resources and theoretical demand for the literary theory
in the 1980s. Therefore,in this dissertation, the discourse of the literary theory
from 1984 to 1987 and its changes will be understood and analysed by being put
in the characteristic of its own times and the Enlightenment thoughts in the
1980s. This dissertation believes that four transformations took place in
different aspects of the literary theory from 1984 to 1987, which developed
from the epistemology to the ontology.and became an independent discipline
[inally.

This book is made up of three parts,that is.the introduction, the body and
the conclusion.

The introduction includes two sections. Section One demonstrates why and
how this topic is chose,and makes a literature review. Section Two emphasizes

the significance of the connection between literary theory and the trend of
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Enlightenment and Humanism thought to the reconsideration itsell of literary
theory in the 1980s,

Chapter One 1984 ; the transformation of the Literariness: [rom the image
feature to the aesthetic [eature

Section One of this chapter will analyse how the literary image [eature
theory was put forward and its main opinions from two aspects, that is.cultural
background and theoretical development. This explanation consists of four
parts: 1) Zhou Yang's argument of the literary image feature theory {rom the
1930s to 1950s. 2) The definitions and statements of the literary image feature
theory in the teaching materials from the 1960s to 1970s. 3) The relation
bewteen literary feature theory and Belinsky and Hegel's relevant theory. 4)
The discussion of the image [eature theory in the new period. Section Two of
this chapter will focus on the related essays of Tong Qingbing, Wang
Yuanxiang and Qian Zhongwen,accounting to the views of the aesthetic feature
theory,and regarding the emotional appraisal as the essence of it. The aesthetic
feature theory. as well as the aesthetic reflection theory and the aesthetic
ideology theory subsequently promoted the transformation of the concept of
literature all together,and made the literary theory horizon seek the attribute
of literature itsell,

Chapter Two 1985; the transformantion of the methodology: not successful
but far-reaching and profound

This chapter will introduce the background and development of
methodology.and focus on how the methodology was applied to the literary
theory specifically. The methodology was based on the epistemology,however,
it made the literary theory exceed the limit from the epistemology to find a new
path.

Chapter Three 1986: the transformation [rom Object to Subject: the

subjectivity of literature
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ABSTRACT

This chapter will apply the symptomatic reading of Althusser to the close
reading of Liu Zaifu's important articles,to analyse the reason and significance
of the rise of the subjectivity, Then, Lu Shuyuan's relevant theory.as well as
the development of the aesthetic feature theory in the psychology of literature
and art dimension,wil also be discussed.

Chapter Four 1987 the transformation from the epistemology to the
ontology: the rise ol the study of style

This chapter will describe the cultural and theoretical background of the
study of style, and investigate three aspects of this study, that is, discourse,
structure and narration.

At last, this dissertation will summarize how the trend of Enlightenment
and Humanism thought influenced the transformation of literary theory [rom
1984 to 1987. A conclusion will be made finally,that is,alfected by the trend of
Enlightenment and Humanism thought, aesthetic became the core of literary

theory in the 1980s.
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